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Introduction

To assist Tribunal in determining whether it would be 
reasonable to conclude that Hannah Mannell is properly 
considered an “Algonquin Ancestor”

Conduct research on the ancestor

Present findings of research

Provide historical and genealogical context and analysis of 
research findings

The Enrolment Officer’s Task



Introduction

“Algonquin Ancestor” means 
 a person who was born on or before July 15, 1897

 identified in an historic record or document dated on or before December 
31, 1921 

 in such a way that it would be reasonable to conclude that the person was 
considered to be an Algonquin or Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person 

 In this definition, a sibling of a person is a person with a common Algonquin 
parent 

Algonquin Ancestor



Introduction

 Narrative outlining the written evidence
 Appendices: 

• genealogical chart showing Hannah Mannell, her parents, spouse and 
children

• Ancestor Timeline
• List of documents with source information
• Images of documents with source information

 Posted on Website

Reports



Introduction

Tribunal received 23 submissions from interested parties
Posted on website as Documents 2-11, 14, 16-19, 21, 22, 
24, 25-27, 29, 31

Enrolment Officer’s Report and Reply Reports posted as 
Documents 1, 12, 13, 15, 20, 23, 28, 30

Responding and Reply Reports



Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors

 Hannah and her husband Charles Thomas added by an Board decision on 
September 9, 2001

 Hannah and Charles Thomas’ mother protested in 2010; moratorium placed 
on further enrolment of descendants; ANRs removed them from the list of 
Ancestors

 2012 descendants applied to have Hannah added to the List of Ancestors; 
hearing in 2013 found in favour of their application; Hannah was added to 
the List of Ancestors

Added to Preliminary List of Algonquin Ancestors



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Sources of Information

• Incomplete and various birth, baptism, marriage and death/burial records for Hannah 
Mannell, her father, siblings, spouse, and children

• Numerous HBC sources including: post journals (Moose Fort, Brunswick House, Frederick 
House, Kenogamissi); biographical information sheets for father, spouse and father-in-law; 
servants ledgers; maps of post locations; post administrative histories; key persons listings

• Primary source historical records, e.g. petitions of 1833, 1834
• DCB entries: John Thomas and Aeneas Cameron
• Census records for Hannah’s family members: 1825, 1831, 1851-1911; census records for 

Algonquin/Nipissing villages at Lake of Two Mountains mission, 1825
• Charles Thomas’ diary, 1850s
• Scholarly books and articles regarding Indigenous territories at relevant periods; fur trade 

practices and historical geography; survey records of Bonnechere River (1848, 1853)



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Hannah Mannell’s Parents and Siblings

 Hannah Mannell, born 31 August 1795 at Kenogamissi, died 6 April 1868 at Golden Lake

 Father: John Mannell 
 Born in Ipswich England
 Served with HBC (1786 to 1814), at Moose Fort, Brunswick House, Frederick House, Kenogamissi

 Mother: Mary
 1824 baptism of Hannah Mannell at Christ Church, St. Andrew’s Parish, Quebec
 Hannah Mannell identified as daughter of “John Mannall of Ipswich England Farmer and Mary his wife”
 Baptism is same day as church marriage to Charles and baptism of five children

 Siblings:
 Samuel born at Moose Factory, 4 September 1792
 Mary born at Moose Factory, October 1797



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Hannah Mannell’s Spouse & Children

Hannah Mannell married Charles Thomas

 Charles born in Moose Factory, son of John Thomas, Chief Factor, and Margaret, a Cree woman

 Charles served with the HBC in Moose District, western Canada, and Montreal Department

 Hannah and Charles had 11 children (1812 to 1838)



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Hannah & Family, Places of Residence

 Hannah, Charles and oldest child left Moose Factory in June 1814, settled in Vaudreuil, Quebec

 1815-1822 served HBC Athabasca, Cumberland, Peace River; four children born

 1822 to 1831/32 served HBC Montreal Department, Lake of Two Mountains and Chats Post
• 1824 Charles and Hannah married, Hannah and five children baptized at St. Andrew’s Parish, near 

Carillon/Pointe Fortune, Quebec described on church records as resident in Vaudreuil
• 1825 census Vaudreuil County, 17 person household
• 1827 and 1831 baptisms, resident in Vaudreuil 
• 1831 census enumerated in Vaudreuil
• 1832 baptism, resident in Vaudreuil

 1832 Charles established post on Bonnechere River at Golden Lake (two children born at Golden Lake)



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

HBC post at Golden Lake

Map 1 - 1853 Survey of Bonnechere by Murray
(shows Indian clearings, Thomas House, Old HBC post, Thomas Point)



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Who were Hannah Mannell’s Parents?

 Hannah was born in HBC country
• Hannah’s father John Mannell was English, born in England, an HBC employee for nine years 

prior to her birth
• Hannah’s mother was identified as “Mary” the wife of John Mannell on Hannah’s 1824 

baptismal record; no other information

 Hannah was Indigenous through her mother

 Best indication of her mother’s tribal affiliation is her territory of origin

 Question: where did John Mannell and “Mary” meet and form a relationship



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

John Mannell’s Timeline

TABLE 1 : John Mannell Timeline’s



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

Hannah’s Mother’s Territory

If Prue & Mary are same woman If Prue & Mary are different women

Samuel
Born 1792/09/04
Moose Fort

Moose Fort 
Frederick House
(Albany or Brunswick House)

Moose Fort 
Frederick House
(Albany or Brunswick House)

Hannah
Born 1795/08/31
Kenogamissi

Moose Fort 
Frederick House
(Albany or Brunswick House)

Moose Fort 
Frederick House 
Kenogamissi

Mary
Born 1797/10
Moose Fort

Moose Fort 
Frederick House
(Albany or Brunswick House)

Moose Fort 
Frederick House 
Kenogamissi



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

Post Locations

Map 2: Post Locations 



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

Post Locations: Whose Territory?

 Movement of Indigenous territory as result of commercial fur trade

 Ojibway pushed north and west into Cree territory

 By 1780s upper reaches of Moose River drainage in Ojibway territory (northern Ojibway/northern 
Saulteaux)

 Algonquins on eastern edge (e.g. Temiskaming at head of Ottawa River; pushing into Lake Abitibi)

 Depicted by historical geographer Victor Lytwyn



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

Post Locations: Whose Territory?

Map 3 - 1755 territories

Map 4 - 1823 territories



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell’s Mother

Post Locations: Whose Territory?

Post Locations 1755
Historic Atlas- Tribal 
Groups

1790’s Scholarly Summaries 1823 
Historic Atlas -Tribal Groups

Moose Factory Cree Cree Cree 

Frederick House Cree 
(Piscoutagami) 

Ojibway (Northern Saulteaux) Ojibway 
(Matawagamingue) 

Kenogamissi Cree 
(Piscoutagami) 

Ojibway (Northern Saulteaux) Ojibway
(Flying Post)

Brunswick House & New B.H. Cree
(general area)

Ojibway (Northern Saulteaux) Ojibway

Lake Abitibi Cree Ojibway (possibly Algonquin) Algonquin 

Timiskaming Cree with Algonquin Algonquin Algonquin 



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Connections to Algonquin Families

 Settled at Golden Lake by 1832

 1834 Petition by Chief Makwa (aka Jean Baptiste Otiskwekijik) complaining of encroachment by Charles 
Thomas and his sons

 Chief Makwa signed petitions with other chiefs describing territory, e.g. 1833 

 Indian Agent described his hunting grounds as being on the Bonnechere

 Makwa’s house shown on survey plan map from 1848



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Connections to Algonquin Families

Map 5 - 1848 McNaughton



Evidence regarding Hannah Mannell

Connections to Algonquin Families

 Some of Hannah’s descendants were born, baptized and/or buried at GL

 Diary entries indicate social/commercial relationship with Algonquins at GL

 No evidence of intermarriage; witnessing of each other’s religious events; co-
residence; petitions; no association with Algonquin and Nipissing villages at Lake 
of Two Mountains



Summary

Summary

• Indigenous mother unknown; Hannah’s mother named in 1824 baptism as Mary; on brother’s 
1798 baptism as Prue; may or may not be same woman. Mother likely made a union with John 
Mannell: 
• Around 1790-91 at Moose Factory, Frederick House or Brunswick House
• Or around 1793-1794 around Moose Factory, Frederick House or Kenogamissi

• At relevant period (1790-1795) areas were most likely dominated by 
• Moose Factory: Cree
• Brunswick House: Ojibway
• Frederick House: Ojibway
• Kenogamissi: Ojibway

• No evidence for Abitibi, mostly Algonquin territory; or Temiskaming, Algonquin territory



LAC HBC Reel 2M68 C.1/743 Ships' Logs - Prince of Wales (I) 1797



LAC HBC Reel 2M68 C.1/743 Ships' Logs - Prince of Wales (I) 1797



LAC HBC Reel 2M68 C.1/743 Ships' Logs - Prince of Wales (I) 1797



LAC HBC Reel 2M68 C.1/743 Ships' Logs - Prince of Wales (I) 1797



LAC HBC Reel 2M68 C.1/743 Ships' Logs - Prince of Wales (I) 1797
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Significant Events Date Know Locations

1786 Aug. 19 JM arrives Moose Fort

1786 Sept. 12 to 1787 Aug. 7 Brunswick House

1787 Aug. 11 to Sept. 11 Moose Fort

1787 Sept. 17 to 1788 Mar. 23 Brunswick House

1788 Mar. 29 to May 28 Moose Fort

1788 June 24 to 1790 May 20 Frederick House with trips:

1789 Apr. 16 to May 9: Abitibi & Return

1789 May 25 to June 6: Abitibi & Return

1790 May 4 to 12: Abitibi & Return with Aeneas Cameron

1790 May 20 to June 14 Trip to Moose Fort

1790 July 4 to 1791 June 19 Frederick House

1791 June 19 to 25 Frederick House to Moose Fort

1791 Sept. 27 to Oct. 13 Moose Fort to Brunswick House and return

Samuel conceived between Dec. 

1791 and January 1792 (based on 

birth Sept 4, 1792) Mother Prue

1791 Oct. 13 to 1792 Mar. 14 Moose Fort with side trips:

Oct. 31‐Nov. 5: Maidmans Creek to hunt, 6 days;

Nov 21‐Dec 10: "Northwards" 20 days to hunt, 20 days;

Dec 19‐Jan 12: Albany, 25 days;

Jan 23‐Feb 28: "Up river" to hunt, 37 days

1792 Mar. 14 to 27 Moose Fort to Frederick House

1792 Sept. 4

Samuel born at Moose Fort

1792 Mar. 14 to 1793 June 27  Frederick House with side trip:

1793 June 13 to 23 to Sowwewamican and Return

1793 June 27 to Jul 02 Frederick House to Moose Fort

1793 Jul 2 to Sept 9 Moose Fort

1793 Sept. 18 to Oct 7 Moose Fort to Frederick House

1793 Oct. 8 to 1794 Apr. 27 Frederick House with side trips:

1794 Apr. 28 to May 15 "Westward to survey and Return

1794 May 21 to Jun 2 to Abitibi and Return

1794 June 15 to 22 Frederick House to Moose Fort

1794 June 30 to July 20 Moose Fort to establish Kenogamissi

Hannah conceived between Nov and 

Dec 1794

1795 Aug. 31 Hannah born at 

Kenogamissi

1794 Jul 20 to 1796 Jun 11 Kenogamissi with side trips

1796 Apr. 26 toMay 25 to Wenush Lake to intercept trade

1796 June 11 to 20 Kenogamissi to Moose Fort

1796 June 20 to 22 Moose Fort



1796 Sept. 22 to Oct. 12 Moose Fort to Kenogamissi

1797 Feb. (approx.) Mary conceived 1796 Oct. 4 to 1797 July 24 Kenogamissi 

1797 July 24 to July 31 Kenogamissi to Moose Fort

1797 October Mary born at Moose 

Fort

1797 Sept. 22 John Mannell leaves Moose Fort with Son Samuel, both on 

passenger list for HBC ship Prince of Wales
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