Enrolment Officer’s Reply Submission in response to Responding
Submissions by Interested Parties and providing recently located
information:

Reply Report to Responding Submissions
Regarding Ancestor
Hannah Mannell
(RIN #18786)
dated May 16, 2023

JHA

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
AND ANALYSIS

Joan Holmes, Enrolment Officer for AOO
Prepared for the Algonquin Tribunal
May 2023



Enrolment Officer’s Reply Report regarding Ancestor RIN #18786

Contents

O[] oo (¥ Tot o o TP PP T O PR TR PPROPR 3
2. Document #21 — Responding Submission by Council of AOPFN ........cccccevviiieeiiniiieeenrieee e 4
3. Document #22 — Responding Submission by R. Nicholas.......ccccoccveiiiviiiiiiiniiiiecieee e 4
3. New Information —Samuel Mannall..........c..ooiiiiiii e 6
Appendix 1: Supporting Document List for Hannah Mannell...........ccccoovviiieiiniiiiiiniec e 9
Appendix 2: Supporting Document Package for Hannah Mannell.........ccooceeveiieiiiiiiiiveeeieciennnnnn, 10



Enrolment Officer’s Reply Report regarding Ancestor RIN #18786

1. Introduction

The Tribunal received a responding submission from one party opposed to retaining the
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The
submission is posted on the Tribunal’s website as:
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/

It appears on the website as:
e Document 21 — Submission by Council of AOPFN (Mannell)

The submission is responding to submissions made in support of retaining Hannah Mannell,
which appear on the Tribunal website as:

e Document 9 — Responding Submission by C. Dickson on behalf of her family

e Document 10 — Responding Submission by W. White on behalf of R. Fabian

e Document 11 — Responding Submission by L. Hanley (in five parts)

The Tribunal received a responding submission from one party in support of retaining the
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The
submission is posted on the Tribunal’s website as:
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/

It appears on the website as:
e Document 22 — Submission by R. Nicholas

The submission is responding to the Enrolment Officer’s Report which appears on the Tribunal
website as:
e Document 1 - Enrolment Officer’s Report Regarding Hannah Mannell. It was dated
November 2022.

This reply report addresses the content in the Respondents’ submissions that are relevant to
the Tribunal’s inquiry, which is to determine whether Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) is
identified in a historic record or document dated on or before December 31, 1921, in such a
way that it would be reasonable to conclude that she was considered to be an Algonquin or
Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A “sibling of such a person” means a person with a
common Algonquin parent.

The Respondents’ submissions refer to some documents and facts that are contained in the
Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report,
archival documents recording a family’s life events have been assigned ALG document
numbers; RIN numbers have been assigned to individuals discussed in the report to aid in
identification. RIN numbers, ALG document numbers, and/or page numbers of existing reports
will be referenced in this report for ease of discussion.


https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/

Enrolment Officer’s Reply Report regarding Ancestor RIN #18786

In addition, this reply report contains some new information located as a result of following-up
on the content submitted in Responding Report #22.

2. Document #21 — Responding Submission by Council of AOPFN

The Respondent, the Council of AOPFN, submitted a responding submission opposing the
retention of the ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Ancestors.

The submission reviewed submissions #9, 10, and 11. The Enrolment Officer replied to those
submissions in a responding report which is posted on the website as Document 20 —
Enrolment Officer’s Reply to submissions 8-11,16-19 re#18786, dated April 27, 2023.

The Enrolment Officer has no further comments on this submission.

3. Document #22 — Responding Submission by R. Nicholas

The Respondent R. Nicholas submitted a responding submission in support of having the
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) remain on the Schedule of Ancestors.

The Respondent provided a copy of the “Key People” involved with the HBC posts of Brunswick
House and New Brunswick House. This information was taken from the Hudson’s Bay Company
section of Provincial Archives of Manitoba website. The Respondent argues that because the
name “John Mannall” only appears on the New Brunswick House listing for the Winter of 1800
he therefore never worked at Brunswick House from 1788-1792. The Respondent also argues
that the list of “Key People” for New Brunswick House shows John Mannell being there from
the Winter of 1800, which was 5 years after the birth of Hannah Mannell, therefore her
“Algonquin Mother” was not from this location.

The Enrolment Officer disagrees with these statements. As previously discussed in the
Enrolment Officer’s Report, John Mannell’s HBC biographical information record shows him
working at Brunswick House from 1788-1792. The use of the term “Key People” in the HBC
records is described on the HBC section of the Manitoba Archives website as referring to
“people who held positions of authority” at specific posts at specified times.? In this case, it
would mean an individual who was a Master or a Chief in charge of a Post or a District. As listed
in John Mannell’s HBC biographical information record, he was not a “Key” person at either
Brunswick House (aka Wapiscogamy)3 or New Brunswick House* posts during those time
periods. He was a “Writer” at Brunswick House from 1788 to 1792, which was a more junior
position. He was the Inland Master at Kenogamissi Lake from 1799 to 1803 and, as shown on
the “Key People” list, he was at New Brunswick House during the winter of 1800. Both
Kenogamissi and New Brunswick House are in the Moose District.

1 ALG-40230, see the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1), page 7.
2 ALG-40606
3 ALG-40613
4 ALG-40612
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For ease of reference, John Mannell’s official HBC biographical information record, which was appended to the Enrolment Officer’s
Report as ALG-40230, is shown below:

NAME: MANNAL, John
(Mannall, Mannel)

PARISH: Kelsale, Suffolk

(after 1797 Stockton, Norfolk)

ENTERED SERVICE: 1786

ALG-40230

DATES:

Appointments & Service

Qutfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference

#An Quifit year van firom 1 June to 31 May

1786 - 1788 Writer Moose Fort Moose A 30/3, fo. 74d-75; A.30/4, fo. 7d-8

1788 - 1792 Writer Brunswick House Moose A.30/4, fo. 34d-35, 63d-64; A.30/5, fo. 8d-9, 35d-36

1792 - 1794 Writer & Master Frederick House (F.H.) Moose A.30/5, fo. 60d-61

1794 - 1795 Master Frederick House (F.H.) Moose A.16/16, fo. 25d-26; A.30/6, fo. 17d-18, 62d-63

1795 - 1797 Master Kenogamissi Lake (K.L.) Moose A.16/16, fo. 25d-26; A.30/7, fo. 17d-18, 62d-63; A30/8,
fo. 17d-18, 60d-61

1797, 22 September home A.16/16, fo. 25d-26; A .30/8, fo. 60d-61

1798, 23 May back A16/16, fo. 61d-62

1798 - 1799 Trader, Second Moose A.30/9, fo. 16d-17

1799 - 1803 Inland Master Kenogamissi Lake Moose A 30/10, fo. 16d-17

1803 - 1812 Inland Master & Second Eastmain A16/13, fo. 102d-103; A.16/16, fo. 61d-62, 100d-101, 152d-153

1812 - 1813 Second Moose A.30/11, fo. 13d-14

1813 - 1814 District Master Moose A 30/12, fo. 9d-10; A.30/13, fo. 14d-15

1814 retired

"52 A Map of the Interior from Moose Fort containing some new discoveries. John Mannal." (HBCA, A.64/45, p. 131)

Letter from Cordelia Mannall, John's wife, to Hudson's Bay Company, London, dated Beccles, 17 August 1837 (HBCA, A.10/5, fo. 76)
This letter is a request for suppert from the Company. Mrs. Mannall mentions that her husband served 28 years with the Company
and left 8 children. Two of Mannall's sons, one 16, the other 13, have taken employment on coasting vessels from Beccles to London.
Mrs. Mannall asks that they be considered for employment with the Company.

I'ilename: Mannal, John (fl. 1786-1814) April 1987 MGM:wg (Rev. Sept. 1991, JI1B3)

& BAY
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HBC Biographical Sheet of John Mannal Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for John Mannal 1991; PAM, HBCA, Mannal, John
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/_docs/hbca/biographical/m/mannal_john.pdf



As an illustration of the above point, an HBC sketch with an estimated date of 1789-1790 shows
New Brunswick House noting “Bolland 5 men” indicating that Bolland was in charge, the other
men were not named on the sketch or on the HBC list of “Key People” for that post at that time.
John Mannell is show at Frederick House, where he was the Writer and Master from 1792 to
1795. This map was appended to the Enrolment Officer’s Report as Document ALG-40221.

The information summarized in John Mannell’s official HBC biographical information record is
also corroborated by other historical documents that document John Mannell’s movements
and activities during the course of his employment with the HBC. The documents that
corroborate John Mannell’s HBC biography are discussed and appended to the various reports
provided by the Enrolment Officer with respect to this matter, some of which are discussed in
more detail below.

3. New Information — Samuel Mannall

While conducting supplementary research in response to the Respondent’s submission (posted
as Document 22), the Genealogist at the Enrolment Office located the christening record for a
Samuel Mannall. This record was taken from the typed transcripts of Carlton Parish, Suffolk,
England. The record shows that Samuel Mannall was baptized on March 7, 1798. His parents
were recorded as “John Mannall and Prue.” He was born on September 4, 1792 at
“Mossfactory, Hudson Bay, Canada” (Moose Factory, Hudson Bay, Canada).>

The date of this christening record coincides with the time that John Mannall left Moose
Factory for England on September 22, 1797 as noted on his HBC biographical information
record.® Samuel would have been 5 years old when he boarded the ship. John Mannell’s third
child Mary was born the following month on October 1797 at Moose Factory proving that Mrs.
Mannall and presumably Hannah were at Moose Factory while John went on leave taking
Samuel with him. As noted in the baptismal record, Samuel was christened in Suffolk, England
six months after leaving Moose Factory.

John Mannall returned to Moose Factory in May of 1798 and went back to his post at
Kenogamissi House. No evidence has been found that indicates that Samuel returned to Canada
and John did not have any trips to England during which he could have accompanied his young
son back to Moose Factory. In addition, John Mannell’s declaration of his children, recorded
sometime after January 1805, only listed Hannah and Mary born in 1795 and 1797,
respectively. This indicates that Samuel had either passed away or John was only identifying his
dependant children who were still living in HBC country.

This seems to follow the precedence of English fur traders taking some of their children back to
England to have them christened and educated in their home country. Indeed, this is what
occurred with Charles Thomas (who is the husband of Hannah Mannell) and his sister

5 ALG-40607
6 ALG-40230 see the Enrolment Officer’s Report, page 8.
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Margaret.” In her book Many Tender Ties, historian Sylvia van Kirk refers to this practice noting,
“[i]t was common for the officers in both companies [HBC and NWC] to send very young
children, particularly sons, to Britain or Canada so that they might receive a ‘civilized’
education.”®

Given Samuel’s birth on September 4, 1792 he was likely conceived around December 1791 or
January 1792. The service locations of John Mannell indicate that he was based in Moose
Factory and Brunswick House at this time. The Moose Factory post journals record John
Mannell as being at Moose Factory in November and December of 1791.° He took charge of
Frederick House from March 1792%° and remained there until June of 1793. John Mannell was
posted to Frederick House at the time of Samuel’s birth in September 1792;*! however, as
Samuel’s place of birth was recorded as Moose Factory John’s country wife, Prue most likely
stayed in Moose Factory at that time. John was at Moose Factory from June to October 1793
and from June to October in 1796.12 Note that five years after Samuel’s birth, John was once
again at Moose Factory in late summer/early fall of 1797. It was at this time that Mary was
born, and John and Samuel boarded the ship for England.

No further information could be found regarding Samuel Mannell either in England or in
Canada.

The available information provides a basis to infer that the “Prue” listed as Samuel’s mother
was also the mother of Hannah and Mary. However, no historical document has been found
that specifically identifies “Prue” as the mother of Hannah and Mary. If she was the same
woman, she would have had three children with John Mannall: Samuel born in September
1792; Hannah born 2 years and 11 months later in August 1795; and Mary born 2 years and 2
months later in October 1797. The oldest and youngest were born in Moose Factory in the fall
of the year and the middle child, Hannah, was born during the summer at the newly established
Kenogamissi inland post. In many years John Mannell travelled to Moose Factory in the spring,
spent the summer at that fort and returned inland in the fall. See for example his extended
stays from June to October in 1793 and 1796 and his 1797 trip to Moose Factory when he left

7 ALG-28398 as discussed in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, page 11. John Thomas had his son Charles Thomas
(born at Moose Factory, 1793) baptized in England in 1800, at the age of seven. His daughter Margaret born
1784 was also baptized in England. John Thomas’s service record shows he went on leave to England in 1789,
1800 and 1807. (ALG-40224) Charles Thomas entered service with the HBC in 1808 as a Writer at Moose
Factory. (ALG-40225)

8 ALG-40611, p. 87.

9  ALG-40608 Entries in Moose Factory Journal by John Thomas, Chief: John Mannall hunting for the post at
Moose Factory on November 21, 1791; dispatched from Moose Factory to Albany (further northwest on James
Bay) on December 19, 1791; returned from Albany on January 14, 1792; sent from Moose Factory to Frederick
House on March 14, 1792 to assume charge.

10 ALG-40609 Entries in Frederick House Journal by John Folster and John Mannall: John Mannall arrived from “the
Fort” on March 27, 1792; charge of post passed to John Mannall on March 29, 1792.

11 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 22-24.

12 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 24 and 27.
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Kenogamissi House on July 24, 1797 before leaving for England two months later.'® He also had
short trips to Moose Factory, for example leaving Frederick House on June 15, 1794 arriving at
Moose Factory on June 30, 1794 and leaving there and establishing Kenogamissi House
beginning on July 20, 1794.14

No further information has been found regarding Prue, the mother of Samuel Mannall and
probable mother of Hannah and Mary.

13 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 24 and 27.
14 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 25.
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Appendix 1: Supporting Document List for Hannah Mannell

The documents in this table are listed by ALG number and appended in Appendix 2

Document Document Document Reference
Number Date Description
ALG-40606 | 2023-05-08 HBC Keystone Provincial Archives of Manitoba HBC Records Keystone Archives Descriptive Database Help 2.
(accessed) Database for Record Creators. Accessed May 8, 2023 at:
Key People https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv search record.html
ALG-40607 | 1798-03-07 Christening www.familysearch.org; Parish register printouts of Carlton parish, Suffolk, England,
record for christenings, 1538-1885; Item 1; Film #009002683 image #67.
Samuel Mannall
ALG-40608 | 1791-1792 HBC Post PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
Journal for http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-
Moose 79.pdf
Factory/Fort
ALG-40609 | 1791-1792 HBC Post PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
Journal for http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
Frederic House
ALG-40611 | 1980-00-00 Extract, “Many | Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-
Tender Ties” 1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980, pp. 86-87.
ALG-40612 | 2023-05-15 HBC Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Keystone Archives Descriptive Database, Hudson's Bay
(accessed) Administrative Company. New Brunswick House. Accessed May 15, 2023 at:
History for New | http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM AUTHORITY/AUTH DESC DET RE
Brunswick P/SISN%2055?sessionsearch
House
ALG-40613 | 2023-05-15 HBC Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Keystone Archives Descriptive Database, Hudson's Bay
(accessed) Administrative Company. Brunswick House. Accessed May 15, 2023 at:
History for http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH DESC DET RE
Brunswick P/SISN%207?sessionsearch
House



https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%2055?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%2055?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%207?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%207?sessionsearch
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Appendix 2: Supporting Document Package for Hannah Mannell

The documents are organized by ALG document number.
They appear in the same order as in the list in Appendix 1 and are bookmarked for ease of reference.
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Keystone Archives Descriptive Database Help

< Back to Table of Contents

2. Record Creators

If you choose this option, you will search descriptions of Manitoba government bodies, Hudson's Bay
Company bodies, families, persons, and private sector organizations that have created the records held by

the Archives.

Each description of a record creator includes links to descriptions of the archival records it has created.

Start with this search option if you wish to know what records the Archives holds that were created by a
particular Manitoba government body, Hudson's Bay Company body (including administrative levels and
posts), person, family, or private sector organization.

Choose one or more of the following search options:

e Keyword:

« You may enter any number of keywords. A keyword search will undertake a full text search of the database.

e Keyword in Name:

« You may enter any number of keywords. This option searches the names of Manitoba government bodies,
Hudson's Bay Company bodies (including administration and posts), individuals, families, and private
sector organizations that have created bodies of archival records.

o For both of the above keyword options, you may choose one of the following:

o All of these keywords: This is the default option. Choosing this option will return database hits that include

all of your search terms.

« Any of these keywords: Choosing this option will return hits that include any, but not necessarily all, of your

search terms.

e General Search Tips:

* You can truncate your search using *. This will locate words that have a common stem. Example:
Entering farm* will match farm, farming, farmer, farmers etc.

o Common words will be ignored. These include: the, a, an, in, of, and, these

e Search Key People:

« Key people refers to people who held positions of authority. This field has been used for Manitoba
government entities and Hudson's Bay Company entities only.

¢ Use the browse option to look for individuals; they are sorted alphabetically by last name.

e Users should note that both government and HBC officials are represented in one list and that some names
may not be hyperlinked to an online record at this point.

o Type of Creator:

¢ You may limit your search by choosing a type of record creator using the pull-down menu provided.

¢ You may choose from:

« All Record Creators (default)

08/05/2023, 5:33 p.m.
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https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html Accessed 8th May, 2023
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www.familysearch.org; Parish register printouts of Carlton parish, Suffolk, England, christenings, 1538-1885; Item 1; Film #009002683 image #67.



ALG-40608

PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf



“There is indeed no living with comfort in this country until a
person has forgot the great world and has his tastes and character
formed on the current standard of the stage . . . habit makes it
familiar to us, softened as it is by the many tender ties, which find
a way to the heart.”

JAMES DOUGLAS
Fort Vancouver, March 1842
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Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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Part of a map showing Hudson’s Bay Company Posts c. 1832. From
“Hudson’s Bay Miscellany”, Volume XXX, Hudson's Bay Record
Society, 1975.

Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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WOMEN IN BETWEEN

do not admit them as their co

' w

to at thelr es, but degr to

ar ary incl ions.”™s5 Sy pt

beca s’ experi with fur-trade soc

and, e aries, t avowedly hostile v

of fu . F ore, the above comments project

a European ideal about the way women should be treated

which, t from being w y dis d in their own et

would had little relev e for women. Itisd tfl);i
w Id have ed the fact that they
co om par ctated by the quasi-
0

0sts, as proof of their debased

he sexes at meals was common
. but now, at least, the women did not have
to make do with the leftovers. The daily individual
the women of the forts could be as hi
or fish.47

46

in Indian society,

ration for
gh as four pounds of meat

The remarks made by some of these outside observers
nev.erthel.ess prov  insight into the problems s by the
Indian wives of t  ers. Paradoxically, the “ea at the
fur-‘trade post was seen to have a deleterious physical effect on
indlan women. It was as if, mused the Reverend John West

thf: habits of civilized life” exerted an injurious influence ove;
their general constitutjons, 4 Apart from being more exposed
to the dangers of European diseases and alcohol the wives of
fu'r t.rgders suffered more in childbirth than théy had in the
prlmltlye state. Dr John Richardson, who accompanied the
Fr.anklm Expedition, noted that Indian women now bore
children more frequently and over a long  eriod of time. They
were also more susceptible to the d ders and diseases

;onnzcted 'Wlth pr n d childbirth. It was not uncommon
ti)vrlt ¢ \;}l\/des of t s to give birth to from eight to
clve children, whereas the average in C i
, r
petve g ee society was

Several reasons can be advanced f
the birth rate. The less fatiguing
of the trader’s wife could have
When rnor Si n jokingl
diet at Chipe

or this dramatic rise in

seemed conducive to procreation, he

WOMEN IN BETWEEN 87
th.5¢ 1n Indian society sexual

by a variety of taboos, and

en regarded their European

n women had sex more often

with their European partners whose atltit}ldes may haye igter-
fered with traditional modes of restricting family size. T'he

d
c
’ 1 ur
g e ’ it
ture aging of the mothe ot .
on depressed fertility is supported by the fact that Indian
childre re born at intervals of approximately three years.>!

D ng cultural attitudes about the upbringing of
children must have caused Indian mothers consxderable
anguish. In native society, the women hadlbeen used to having
complete charge of this sphere, for the children were regarded

as virtually the “property” of the mother. In Tur-trade SOCIETY,
while it was acknowledged that Indian women were remarkgbly
devoted and affectionate mothers,3? European fathf:rs ex.ercnsed
patriarchal authority. It was common for the‘offlcers in both
companies to send very young children, particularly sons, t?
Britain or Canada so that might r ve a “cw1llzed.
education. This must have hard on mothers, for it

would have been almost ImpoSsSibIe 10 Make et uxldcn?i.aud
the reason for such a decision. According to family .tradmon,
Nahovway, the wife of Chief Factor William S'incla1r,‘ was so
upset at the prospect of having her youngest child Colin taken
away from her that her husband pretended to agree not to send
him to England as he had all his other sons. When t.h.e boy was
about nine years old, however, he was quietly sp.mted away
on one of the Company ships.>> The mothers’ grief at being
separated from their children was compounded by the fa.ct that
the children, who were especially vulnerable to respiratory
diseases, often died.’*

An extreme example of the tragedy which could result from
cultural differences related to the Chinook practice pf head-
flattening. In Chinook society, a flat fo a.clpeved by
strapping a board against the h:ad of the ba - nin its cradle,
was a mark of class; only slaves were not so distinguished. Thus
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