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1. Introduction 
The Tribunal received a responding submission from one party opposed to retaining the 
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The 
submission is posted on the Tribunal’s website as:  
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/ 
 
It appears on the website as: 

• Document 21 – Submission by Council of AOPFN (Mannell) 
 

The submission is responding to submissions made in support of retaining Hannah Mannell, 
which appear on the Tribunal website as: 

• Document 9 – Responding Submission by C. Dickson on behalf of her family 
• Document 10 – Responding Submission by W. White on behalf of R. Fabian 
• Document 11 – Responding Submission by L. Hanley (in five parts) 

 
The Tribunal received a responding submission from one party in support of retaining the 
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The 
submission is posted on the Tribunal’s website as:  
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/  
 
It appears on the website as: 

• Document 22 – Submission by R. Nicholas 
 

The submission is responding to the Enrolment Officer’s Report which appears on the Tribunal 
website as: 

• Document 1 – Enrolment Officer’s Report Regarding Hannah Mannell. It was dated 
November 2022. 

 
This reply report addresses the content in the Respondents’ submissions that are relevant to 
the Tribunal’s inquiry, which is to determine whether Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) is 
identified in a historic record or document dated on or before December 31, 1921, in such a 
way that it would be reasonable to conclude that she was considered to be an Algonquin or 
Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A “sibling of such a person” means a person with a 
common Algonquin parent.  
 
The Respondents’ submissions refer to some documents and facts that are contained in the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, 
archival documents recording a family’s life events have been assigned ALG document 
numbers; RIN numbers have been assigned to individuals discussed in the report to aid in 
identification. RIN numbers, ALG document numbers, and/or page numbers of existing reports 
will be referenced in this report for ease of discussion.  
 

https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/
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In addition, this reply report contains some new information located as a result of following-up 
on the content submitted in Responding Report #22. 

2. Document #21 – Responding Submission by Council of AOPFN  
The Respondent, the Council of AOPFN, submitted a responding submission opposing the 
retention of the ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) on the Schedule of Ancestors. 
 
The submission reviewed submissions #9, 10, and 11. The Enrolment Officer replied to those 
submissions in a responding report which is posted on the website as Document 20 – 
Enrolment Officer’s Reply to submissions 8-11,16-19 re#18786, dated April 27, 2023. 
 
The Enrolment Officer has no further comments on this submission. 

3. Document #22 – Responding Submission by R. Nicholas  
The Respondent R. Nicholas submitted a responding submission in support of having the 
ancestor Hannah Mannell (RIN #18786) remain on the Schedule of Ancestors. 
 
The Respondent provided a copy of the “Key People” involved with the HBC posts of Brunswick 
House and New Brunswick House. This information was taken from the Hudson’s Bay Company 
section of Provincial Archives of Manitoba website. The Respondent argues that because the 
name “John Mannall” only appears on the New Brunswick House listing for the Winter of 1800 
he therefore never worked at Brunswick House from 1788-1792. The Respondent also argues 
that the list of “Key People” for New Brunswick House shows John Mannell being there from 
the Winter of 1800, which was 5 years after the birth of Hannah Mannell, therefore her 
“Algonquin Mother” was not from this location.  
 
The Enrolment Officer disagrees with these statements. As previously discussed in the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report, John Mannell’s HBC biographical information record shows him 
working at Brunswick House from 1788-1792.1 The use of the term “Key People” in the HBC 
records is described on the HBC section of the Manitoba Archives website as referring to 
“people who held positions of authority” at specific posts at specified times.2 In this case, it 
would mean an individual who was a Master or a Chief in charge of a Post or a District. As listed 
in John Mannell’s HBC biographical information record, he was not a “Key” person at either 
Brunswick House (aka Wapiscogamy)3 or New Brunswick House4 posts during those time 
periods. He was a “Writer” at Brunswick House from 1788 to 1792, which was a more junior 
position. He was the Inland Master at Kenogamissi Lake from 1799 to 1803 and, as shown on 
the “Key People” list, he was at New Brunswick House during the winter of 1800. Both 
Kenogamissi and New Brunswick House are in the Moose District. 
 

 
1 ALG-40230, see the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1), page 7. 
2 ALG-40606 
3 ALG-40613 
4 ALG-40612 
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For ease of reference, John Mannell’s official HBC biographical information record, which was appended to the Enrolment Officer’s 
Report as ALG-40230, is shown below:



 
As an illustration of the above point, an HBC sketch with an estimated date of 1789-1790 shows 
New Brunswick House noting “Bolland 5 men” indicating that Bolland was in charge, the other 
men were not named on the sketch or on the HBC list of “Key People” for that post at that time. 
John Mannell is show at Frederick House, where he was the Writer and Master from 1792 to 
1795. This map was appended to the Enrolment Officer’s Report as Document ALG-40221. 
 
The information summarized in John Mannell’s official HBC biographical information record is 
also corroborated by other historical documents that document John Mannell’s movements 
and activities during the course of his employment with the HBC. The documents that 
corroborate John Mannell’s HBC biography are discussed and appended to the various reports 
provided by the Enrolment Officer with respect to this matter, some of which are discussed in 
more detail below. 

3. New Information – Samuel Mannall 
While conducting supplementary research in response to the Respondent’s submission (posted 
as Document 22), the Genealogist at the Enrolment Office located the christening record for a 
Samuel Mannall. This record was taken from the typed transcripts of Carlton Parish, Suffolk, 
England. The record shows that Samuel Mannall was baptized on March 7, 1798. His parents 
were recorded as “John Mannall and Prue.” He was born on September 4, 1792 at 
“Mossfactory, Hudson Bay, Canada” (Moose Factory, Hudson Bay, Canada).5  
 
The date of this christening record coincides with the time that John Mannall left Moose 
Factory for England on September 22, 1797 as noted on his HBC biographical information 
record.6 Samuel would have been 5 years old when he boarded the ship. John Mannell’s third 
child Mary was born the following month on October 1797 at Moose Factory proving that Mrs. 
Mannall and presumably Hannah were at Moose Factory while John went on leave taking 
Samuel with him. As noted in the baptismal record, Samuel was christened in Suffolk, England 
six months after leaving Moose Factory. 
 
John Mannall returned to Moose Factory in May of 1798 and went back to his post at 
Kenogamissi House. No evidence has been found that indicates that Samuel returned to Canada 
and John did not have any trips to England during which he could have accompanied his young 
son back to Moose Factory. In addition, John Mannell’s declaration of his children, recorded 
sometime after January 1805, only listed Hannah and Mary born in 1795 and 1797, 
respectively. This indicates that Samuel had either passed away or John was only identifying his 
dependant children who were still living in HBC country. 
 
This seems to follow the precedence of English fur traders taking some of their children back to 
England to have them christened and educated in their home country. Indeed, this is what 
occurred with Charles Thomas (who is the husband of Hannah Mannell) and his sister 

 
5 ALG-40607 
6 ALG-40230 see the Enrolment Officer’s Report, page 8. 
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Margaret.7 In her book Many Tender Ties, historian Sylvia van Kirk refers to this practice noting, 
“[i]t was common for the officers in both companies [HBC and NWC] to send very young 
children, particularly sons, to Britain or Canada so that they might receive a ‘civilized’ 
education.”8 
 
Given Samuel’s birth on September 4, 1792 he was likely conceived around December 1791 or 
January 1792. The service locations of John Mannell indicate that he was based in Moose 
Factory and Brunswick House at this time. The Moose Factory post journals record John 
Mannell as being at Moose Factory in November and December of 1791.9 He took charge of 
Frederick House from March 179210 and remained there until June of 1793. John Mannell was 
posted to Frederick House at the time of Samuel’s birth in September 1792;11 however, as 
Samuel’s place of birth was recorded as Moose Factory John’s country wife, Prue most likely 
stayed in Moose Factory at that time. John was at Moose Factory from June to October 1793 
and from June to October in 1796.12 Note that five years after Samuel’s birth, John was once 
again at Moose Factory in late summer/early fall of 1797. It was at this time that Mary was 
born, and John and Samuel boarded the ship for England. 
 
No further information could be found regarding Samuel Mannell either in England or in 
Canada. 
 
The available information provides a basis to infer that the “Prue” listed as Samuel’s mother 
was also the mother of Hannah and Mary. However, no historical document has been found 
that specifically identifies “Prue” as the mother of Hannah and Mary. If she was the same 
woman, she would have had three children with John Mannall: Samuel born in September 
1792; Hannah born 2 years and 11 months later in August 1795; and Mary born 2 years and 2 
months later in October 1797. The oldest and youngest were born in Moose Factory in the fall 
of the year and the middle child, Hannah, was born during the summer at the newly established 
Kenogamissi inland post. In many years John Mannell travelled to Moose Factory in the spring, 
spent the summer at that fort and returned inland in the fall. See for example his extended 
stays from June to October in 1793 and 1796 and his 1797 trip to Moose Factory when he left 

 
7  ALG-28398 as discussed in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, page 11. John Thomas had his son Charles Thomas 

(born at Moose Factory, 1793) baptized in England in 1800, at the age of seven. His daughter Margaret born 
1784 was also baptized in England. John Thomas’s service record shows he went on leave to England in 1789, 
1800 and 1807. (ALG-40224) Charles Thomas entered service with the HBC in 1808 as a Writer at Moose 
Factory. (ALG-40225) 

8  ALG-40611, p. 87. 
9  ALG-40608 Entries in Moose Factory Journal by John Thomas, Chief: John Mannall hunting for the post at 

Moose Factory on November 21, 1791; dispatched from Moose Factory to Albany (further northwest on James 
Bay) on December 19, 1791; returned from Albany on January 14, 1792; sent from Moose Factory to Frederick 
House on March 14, 1792 to assume charge. 

10  ALG-40609 Entries in Frederick House Journal by John Folster and John Mannall: John Mannall arrived from “the 
Fort” on March 27, 1792; charge of post passed to John Mannall on March 29, 1792. 

11  As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 22-24. 
12  As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 24 and 27. 
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Kenogamissi House on July 24, 1797 before leaving for England two months later.13 He also had 
short trips to Moose Factory, for example leaving Frederick House on June 15, 1794 arriving at 
Moose Factory on June 30, 1794 and leaving there and establishing Kenogamissi House 
beginning on July 20, 1794.14 
 
No further information has been found regarding Prue, the mother of Samuel Mannall and 
probable mother of Hannah and Mary.  
  

 
13 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 24 and 27. 
14 As discussed in Appendix 3 in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (Document 1) page 25. 
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Appendix 1: Supporting Document List for Hannah Mannell 
The documents in this table are listed by ALG number and appended in Appendix 2 

 
Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document 
Description 

Reference 

ALG-40606 2023-05-08 
(accessed) 

HBC Keystone 
Database for 
Key People 

Provincial Archives of Manitoba HBC Records Keystone Archives Descriptive Database Help 2. 
Record Creators. Accessed May 8, 2023 at: 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html  

ALG-40607 1798-03-07  Christening 
record for 
Samuel Mannall 

www.familysearch.org; Parish register printouts of Carlton parish, Suffolk, England, 
christenings, 1538-1885; Item 1; Film #009002683 image #67.  

ALG-40608 1791-1792 
 

HBC Post 
Journal for 
Moose 
Factory/Fort 

PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-
79.pdf  
 

ALG-40609 1791-1792 
 

HBC Post 
Journal for 
Frederic House 

PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf  

ALG-40611 1980-00-00 Extract, “Many 
Tender Ties” 

Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-
1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980, pp. 86-87. 

ALG-40612 2023-05-15 
(accessed) 

HBC 
Administrative 
History for New 
Brunswick 
House 

Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Keystone Archives Descriptive Database, Hudson's Bay 
Company. New Brunswick House. Accessed May 15, 2023 at: 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_RE
P/SISN%2055?sessionsearch  

ALG-40613 2023-05-15 
(accessed) 

HBC 
Administrative 
History for 
Brunswick 
House 

Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Keystone Archives Descriptive Database, Hudson's Bay 
Company. Brunswick House. Accessed May 15, 2023 at: 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_RE
P/SISN%207?sessionsearch  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%2055?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%2055?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%207?sessionsearch
http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/PAM_AUTHORITY/AUTH_DESC_DET_REP/SISN%207?sessionsearch
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Appendix 2: Supporting Document Package for Hannah Mannell 
 

The documents are organized by ALG document number. 
They appear in the same order as in the list in Appendix 1 and are bookmarked for ease of reference. 

 



Archives of Manitoba | Keystone Archives Descriptive Database https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html

1 of 2 08/05/2023, 5:33 p.m.

ALG-40606

Provincial Archives of Manitoba HBC Records Keystone Archives Descriptive Database Help 2. Record Creators
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html Accessed 8th May, 2023



Archives of Manitoba | Keystone Archives Descriptive Database https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html

2 of 2 08/05/2023, 5:33 p.m.

ALG-40606

Provincial Archives of Manitoba HBC Records Keystone Archives Descriptive Database Help 2. Record Creators
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/keystone/adv_search_record.html Accessed 8th May, 2023



ALG-40607

www.familysearch.org; Parish register printouts of Carlton parish, Suffolk, England, christenings, 1538-1885; Item 1; Film #009002683 image #67. 



ALG-40608

PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 



ALG-40608

PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records B.135-a-79 Moose Fort Journal & Correspondence 1792-1793 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M89/B135-A-79.pdf 



ALG-40609

PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf 



ALG-40609

PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf 



ALG-40609

PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf 
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PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf 



ALG-40609

PAM HBC Records Frederick House Post Journals 1792-1793 B.75-a-8 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/DIGITALOBJECTS/Access/HBCA%20Microfilm/1M54/B75-A-8.pdf 



ALG-40611

Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.



ALG-40611

Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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Van Kirk, Sylvia. "Many Tender Ties" Women in Fur-Trade Society in Western Canada, 1670-1870. Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd., 1980.
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History and Function

Name New Brunswick House

Dates of Existence 1788-1879

Function New Brunswick House functioned primarily as a fur trade post.

Administrative History New Brunswick House, first known as Micanabish House, was established in 1788
on Brunswick Lake (also known as Micanabish Lake). At the time, the Missinaibi
River area was the site of heavy competition for control between the Hudson's Bay
Company and the North West Company (NWC). The Micabanish Lake site,
upstream from Brunswick House, was desirable in order to intercept Canadian
trade. In 1791, the Brunswick House trade was transferred to Micabanish House.
The first reference to it as New Brunswick House appeared in the title of the post's
1798 journal.

Until the HBC's 1821 amalgamation with the NWC, New Brunswick House and its
outposts around Brunswick Lake were the centre of competition for the fur trade
north of Lake Superior. A Canadian post was established near New Brunswick
House in 1796 and other posts appeared around the lake. The Canadians withdrew
from Brunswick Lake in 1804 after an agreement was reached between the two
companies at Michipicoten. However, the Canadians returned in 1812, establishing
themselves on the edge of the New Brunswick House clearing. In response to the
encroachment of Canadians into HBC territory, in 1814 the Governor and
Committee, ordered the governors of the Northern and Southern Departments to
winter at centrally-located inland posts in order to personally oversee opposition
against the Canadians. New Brunswick House was thus chosen to be the wintering
residence of Southern Department Governor Thomas Vincent in 1815. It continued
to function as such until around 1819.

New Brunswick House operated its ouposts within its own sub-district until 1822,
when it was transferred to the Moose River District. Two years later, it became part
of the Lake Superior District and all other posts on the Missinaibi River were closed.
New Brunswick House was transferred back to the Moose River District in 1831 at
Governor George Simpson's request. He saw greater benefit in aligning the post
with aboriginal traders from the James Bay area than with those from the Lake
Superior area, since the latter were more susceptible to doing business with the
opposition. New Brunswick House was briefly made the headquarters over its own
independent district in 1837-1839 and 1875-1877 before moving back to Moose
River. Its function as headquarters ended in 1877, when the New Brunswick District
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Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Keystone Archives Descriptive Database, Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick House. Accessed  
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became a sub-district of the Michipicoten District, administered by the Montreal
Department.

New Brunswick House's main function was that of a relay post. It operated as the
meeting point for brigades coming from Moose Factory on their way to Long Portage,
and brigades from the Lake Superior district. Here, provisions from Moose Factory
were given to the Lake Superior crew, who gave the Moose crew fur returns and
Canadian supplies from Sault Ste. Marie in return. This route - up the Missinaibe River
through New Brunswick House - was also the mail route from James Bay to the
Canadian post office in Sault Ste. Marie.

In 1863, the transport route to the port at Moose Factory was abandoned in favour of
the more cost-effective route through the Great Lakes to Montreal. New Brunswick
House continued to transport goods to and from Long Portage but this function
steadily decreased as rail and steamboat transportation took over. These changes,
as well as New Brunswick House's relatively small importance as a fur trading post,
led to its closure in 1879. Its operations were transferred to Missinaibi Lake, which
later became known as New Brunswick.

Other names New Brunswick House I

Micabanish House

Micawbanish

Micaubaunish

Key People Click here for a list of Key People involved with this Entity

[Top]

Controlling Entities

New Brunswick House reported directly to the following entities:

1788-1822 Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick District
1822-1824 Hudson's Bay Company. Moose River District
1824-1831 Hudson's Bay Company. Lake Superior District
1831-1837 Hudson's Bay Company. Moose River District
1837-1839 Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick District
1839-1873 Hudson's Bay Company. Moose River District
1873-1879 Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick District
1877-1879 Hudson's Bay Company. Michipicoten District

[Top]

Click here for a list of entities that reported directly to New Brunswick House

[Top]

Archival Record Series Created by this Entity

7308 New Brunswick House and New Brunswick District reports

7309 New Brunswick House abstract of post expenditure

7310 New Brunswick House list of servants

7612 New Brunswick House account books

8756 New Brunswick House post journals

[Top]
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History and Function

Name New Brunswick

Dates of Existence 1777-1780, 1800-1821, 1873-1916

Function New Brunswick functioned as a fur trade post.

Administrative History New Brunswick was established as Missinaibi House in 1777 on the Missinaibi River
near the outlet of Missinaibi Lake. It was the HBC's second inland settlement on the
river route connecting Moose Factory and Michipicoten, the North West Company
post on Lake Superior. Missinaibi House was established to compete directly with
Michipicoten. At first, the HBC desired to build this inland post on Lake Superior but,
since no suitable site was found, they picked the site at Missinaibi Lake, sixty miles
north of Superior.

In 1780, Missinaibi House was abandoned due to lack of supplies and hostilities
from the neighbouring First Nations people, who supposedly burnt the post down
that year. From 1800 to 1821, Missinaibi House was an outpost for New Brunswick
House, which was on Brunswick Lake, although it had no permanent structures until
1817; the only buildings were temporary log tents. It was rebuilt in 1817 on its
original site in order to combat NWC advancements into the area. After HBC's
amalgamation with the NWC in 1821, Missinaibi House, like many other inland posts,
was closed.

In 1873, the post reopened, now commonly referred to as Missinaibi Lake House. In
1877, Missinaibi Lake House was transferred to the New Brunswick District in the
Montreal Department. Two years later, New Brunswick House was abandoned and
its trade moved to Missinaibi Lake, which thereafter acted as the inland
headquarters of the Michipicoten District.

The development of the railway in the 1880s meant the decline in river transportation
and therefore the end for the inland posts along the Missinaibi River. The CPR
established Missanabie Post, its first railroad town along the Moose-Michipicoten
river route, about 25 miles from Missinaibi Lake House. To avoid name confusion,
Missinaibi Lake House began to use the name New Brunswick in around 1887.

In the early twentieth century, New Brunswick saw its profits decline due to
increased competition caused by the development of the railway. The post
functioned partly as a guard post to protect the HBC's more profitable posts north
towards James Bay. In 1911, New Brunswick was reverted from post to outpost
status, administered by the HBC post at Missanabie. The CPR's presence in itself
did not overtly harm the trade at New Brunswick since the post still controlled the
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trade north along the river. This changed with the completion of the Canadian Northern
Railway (CNR). The CNR established the town of Peterbell just north of Missinaibi
Lake. The HBC then built a post at Peterbell in 1916. That year, New Brunswick was
closed and all of its operations were moved to Peterbell.

Other names New Brunswick House II

Missinaibi House

Missinaibi Lake House

Mesinabee Lake House

Key People Click here for a list of Key People involved with this Entity
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Controlling Entities

New Brunswick reported directly to the following entities:

1777-1780 Hudson's Bay Company. Moose River District
1800-1821, 1873-1877 Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick House
1877-1892 Hudson's Bay Company. New Brunswick District
1892-1911 Hudson's Bay Company. Lake Superior District
1911-1916 Hudson's Bay Company. Missanabie
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Archival Record Series Created by this Entity

7311 New Brunswick inspection reports

7613 New Brunswick accounts
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