Mattawa/North Bay Algonquin First Nation
318 Main Street, P.O. Box 1330
Mattawa, ON POH 1V0

O 705-744-3360
F 705-744-3361
Algonquin Tribunal
March 31, 2023

Re:Frederick & Walter Ferris

Kwey Algonquin Tribunal members,

I'send this package on behalf of the Mattawa North Bay Algonquin First Nation members who
descend from Frederick & Walter Ferris.

The dispute in front of the Tribunal is to determine if evidence exist to keep Frederick Ferris
and/or Walter Ferris on the list of Algonquin Ancestors.

Facts: Walter Ferris was born out of the Territory, No one is disputing this. There is no document
that either Chief Wendy Jocko, Chief Greg Sarazin, Darryl Leroux or Joan Holmes presented that
list either Walter Ferris or his father with another Indian Nation. Their argument is that because
they were born outside the Territory, they can’t be Algonquin and must be from another Indian
Nation. If there was no other evidence and this was the sole basis to make a decision, one may
agree. This is NOT the only evidence.

Facts: Walter Ferris, his spouse Annie McDonell and all their children are all listed as
ALGONQUIN on the 1901 census in Mattawa. Walter and Annie’s son J oseph Ferris is also listed
as ALGONQUIN on the 1901 census in Cameron Township. Walter Ferris, Annie McDonell,
their daughter Mary Margaret, their son John, his wife and children are all listed as ALGONQUIN
and INDIAN on the 1921 census in Mattawa.

Now Joan Holmes says that the word Algonquin is crossed off and replaced with the word Indian
on this 1921 census in Mattawa. This is the case with many known Algonquins in this 1921
census. I have provided examples where there are know Algonquins such as my own great great
grandmother Madeleine Natowesi and her children, the Dufond family and Leclaire family all
being crossed off as Algonquins and added Indians. All these individuals are certified Algonquins.
Joan Holmes can comment on this. We don’t know why this was done to Algonquins on this
census, but it doesn’t hold water. It’s not because they’re not Algonquin.

Our position is that Walter Ferris should remain on the list of Algonquin Ancestors as him
and his family are listed on several historical documents as ALGONQUINS. Regardless of
where they were born. These individuals were Hudson Bay employees and moved around.



According to Joan Holmes, Frederick Ferris® father may have been Hugh Faries. Hugh Faries was
from the Montreal area and not out west. We really don’t know who his parents are.

Again the individuals against these ancestors have not demonstrated that Walter Ferris is

from another Indian Nation, however the evidence on hand shows Walter Ferris and his
entire family as Algonquins.

I’ve attached other documents for your reference as proof of the above.
This has been very hard on their families and would hope that this information will help with your

deliberations. Let me know if you require any clarification.

Regards,

W ,
Chief Clifford Bastien Jr.
Mattawa/North Bay Algonquin First Nation
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Record Index

Name:

Maiden Name:
Gender:

Race:

Racial or Tribal Origin:
Nationality:
Marital Status:
Age:

Birth Date:

Birth Place:
Residence Date:
Province:
Residence Place:

Relation to Head of
House:

Immigration Year:
Naturalization Year:
Naturalization Status:
Religion:

Occupation;
Employer:

Self Employed:
Hourly Wage:

Extra Earnings:

Living on Own Means:

Working at Trade in
Factory or in Home:

Months Employed at
Trade in Factory:

Months Employed at
Trade at Home:

Months Employed
Other:

Months at School:
Can Read:

Can Write:

Can Speak English:
Can Speak French:
Language:

Deaf and Dumb:
District:

District Number:
Sub-District:
Sub-District Number:
Dwelling Number:
Family Number:
Neighbours:
Household Members:

1801 Census of Canada - Ancestry.ca

1901 Census of Canada

Walter Ferris
Male

Algonquin
Canadian
Married
56

1844
Ontario
1901
Ontario
Canada
Head

Roman Catholic
General Laborer

300

Y
Y

English

Nipissing

92

Mattawan (Town/Ville)
1

37

38

View others on page
8

Source Information
Record Url: https://www.ancestry.ca/imageviewer/collections/8826/images/z000085330

Source Citation: Year: 1901; Census Place: Mattawan (Town/Ville), Nipissing, Ontario; Page: 5;
Family No: 38

https://www.ancestry.ca/discoveryui-content/view/11857533:8826 id=&pid=8&queryld=9a4 11e2827579aacec35bb4794b6140f&_phsrc=Vem581&_phst... 2/3
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3/31/23, 10:44 AM

Record Index

Name:

Maiden Name:
Gender:

Race:

Racial or Tribal Origin:
Nationality:
Marital Status:
Age:

Birth Date:

Birth Place:
Residence Date:
Province:
Residence Place:

Relation to Head of
House:

Immigration Year:
Naturalization Year:
Naturalization Status:
Religion:

Occupation:
Employer:

Self Employed:
Hourly Wage:

Extra Earnings:

Living on Own Means:

Working at Trade in
Factory or in Home:

Months Employed at
Trade in Factory:

Months Employed at
Trade at Home:

Months Employed
Other:

Months at School:
Can Read:

Can Write:

Can Speak English:
Can Speak French:
Language:

Deaf and Dumb:
District:

District Number:
Sub-District:
Sub-District Number:
Dwelling Number:
Family Number:
Neighbours:
Household Members:

1901 Census of Canada - Ancestry.ca

1901 Census of Canada

Joseph Ferris
Male

Algonquin
Canadian
Single

28

15 May 1873
Ontario
1901
Ontario
Canada
Head

Roman Catholic
Hunter

100

Y
Y

English

Nipissing

92

Cameron

1

54

54

View others on page
1

Source Information
Record Url: https://www.ancestry.ca/imageviewer/collections/8826/images/z000084706

Source Citation: Year: 1901; Census Place: Cameron, Nipissing, Ontario; Page: 8; Family No: 54

https://www.ancestry.ca/discoveryui-content/view/11847744.88267_phsrc=Vem599&_phstart=successSource&gsin=ferris&ml_rpos=87&queryld=d25a... 2/3
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3/31/23, 10:55 AM

Record Index

Name:

Gender:

Racial or Tribal Origin:
Nationality:

Marital Status:

Age:

Birth Year:

Birth Place:

Year of Immigration:
Year of Naturalization:
Naturalization Status:
Residence Date:
House Number:

Residence Street or
Township:

Residence City, Town
or Village:

Residence District:

Residence Province or
Territory:

Residence Country:

Relation to Head of
House:

Spouse's Name:
Father Birth Place:
Mother Birth Place:
Can Speak English?:
Can Speak French?:
Other Language:
Religion:

Can Read?:

Can Write?:

Months at School:
Occupation:
Employment Type:
Nature of Work:
Income:

Out of Work?:

Duration of
Unemployment:

Duration of
Unemployment
(lliness):

Section:

Range Number:
Meridian Number:
Municipality:
Enumeration District:
Sub-District:
Sub-Disttict Number:

Home Owned or
Rented:

Monthly Rental:
Class of House:

Materials of
Construction:

https://www.ancestry.ca/discoveryui-content/view/1958097:8991 ?tid=&pid=&queryld=81319eff8a1b31174a9abbd220427fa2&_phsrc=Vcm626&_phstar...

1921 Census of Canada - Ancestry.ca

1921 Census of Canada

Walter Ferris
Male
Algonquin
Canada
Married

78

1843
Quebec

1Jun 1921
241
4th St

Mattawa Town

Nipissing
Ontario

Canada
Father

Annie Ferris
Quebec
Quebec
Yes

No

Roman Catholic
No
No

None

Rankin Ward
105

Mattawa (Town)
70




1921 Census of Canada - Ancestry.ca

3/31/23, 10:52 AM
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