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1. Introduction 
The Tribunal received responding submissions from three parties in support of removing the 
ancestor Michel McDonald (RIN #14703) from the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The 
submissions are posted on the Tribunal’s website as:  
https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/michel-mcdonald-3/  
 
They appear on the website as: 

• Document 6 – Submission by V. Coburn regarding Michel McDonald. It was dated 
February 22, 2023. 

• Document 7 – Submission by Chief Wendy Jocko on behalf of her community. It was 
dated March 7, 2023. 

• Document 10 – Responding Submission by Chief G. Sarazin on behalf of his community 
 

The submissions are responding to the Enrolment Officer’s Report and to initial submissions by 
interested parties which appear on the Tribunal website as: 

• Document 1 – Enrolment Officer Report Regarding Michel McDonald. It was dated 
November 2022. 

• Document 2 – Initial Submission by B. Majaury 
• Document 3 – Initial Submission by B. Majaury 
• Document 4 – Initial Submission by M. de Braux 
• Document 5 – Initial Submission by H. Majaury 

 
This reply report addresses the content in the Respondents’ submissions that are relevant to 
the Tribunal’s inquiry, which is to determine whether Michel McDonald (RIN #14703) is 
identified in a historic record or document dated on or before December 31, 1921, in such a 
way that it would be reasonable to conclude that he was considered to be an Algonquin or 
Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A “sibling of such a person” means a person with a 
common Algonquin parent.  
 
The Respondents’ submissions refer to some documents and facts that are contained in the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, 
archival documents recording a family’s life events have been assigned ALG document 
numbers; RIN numbers have been assigned to individuals discussed in the report to aid in 
identification. RIN numbers, ALG document numbers, and/or page numbers of existing reports 
will be referenced in this report for ease of discussion. New documents referenced in this reply 
reports are listed in Appendix A and attached to Appendix B. Documents supplied by the 
Respondents are attached to their submissions. 

2. Document #6 – Responding Submission by V. Coburn  
The Respondent V. Coburn submitted a report to the Tribunal in support of removing Michel 
McDonald (RIN #14703) from the Schedule of Ancestors. The submission was sent under cover 
of a letter dated February 22, 2023. The Respondent’s submission consists of a covering letter 

https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/michel-mcdonald-3/
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and a 74-page report dated April 19, 2021 regarding ancestor Michel McDonald (RIN #14703). 
The report included written text and supporting documents. 
 
This reply report comments on the content of the submission that is within the purview of the 
Enrolment Officer to address and is germane to the issues before the Tribunal. The issues raised 
by the Respondent are organized into sub-sections. Some individuals discussed by the 
Respondent are identified by RIN numbers for ease of identification.  

2.1 Covering Letter 
In his covering letter, the Respondent alleges that the “AOO Registrar,” which is taken to mean 
the Enrolment Officer, “seems to demonstrate an implicit ‘bias’ in his [Michel McDonald’s] 
favor” (Respondent’s emphasis). The Enrolment Officer states that the Enrolment Officer’s 
Report (posted as Document 1) provides documents related to the ancestor in question. These 
documents are presented for the consideration and adjudication of the Tribunal. The Enrolment 
Officer does not draw conclusions related to these documents but merely presents them along 
with context related to the time period and relevant historical practices. 

2.2 Introduction and Enrolment Criteria (Respondent’s pages 1 to 6) 
The Enrolment Officer has no comments on the introductory sections which provide 
background on the Algonquins of Ontario and the Proposed Enrolment Criteria as summarized 
from the Algonquins of Ontario (AOO) website. Nor does the Enrolment Officer comment on 
the original basis upon which the ancestor was added to the Schedule of Ancestors in 2000 or 
subsequent review in 2013. Other issues discussed in this portion of Respondent’s submission 
such as references to genealogy being the most reliable indicator, circumstantial evidence, or 
DNA analysis are not commented upon as they are not germane to the Tribunal’s inquiry. 

2.3 Unknown Origins of Michel McDonald  
The Respondent cited the death record of Michel McDonald in 1907. This document is cited in 
the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1).1 

2.3. Census Evidence 1851 to 1891  
The evidence of the census records was provided in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as 
Document 1) and is summarized below in conjunction with the Respondent’s comment and 
analysis. 

2.3.a 1851 census 
The Respondent reports on searches of extant 1851 census records. No records were located 
that could be linked to the ancestor Michel McDonald. The genealogist in the Enrolment Office 
conducted similar exhaustive searches without any positive results. 

 
1  ALG-27253 cited in Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 page 12. 
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2.3.b 1861 census 
The Respondent reports two census that noted men by the name of Michel McDonald / Michel 
McDonnell: a Michel McDonnell born in 1837 in Algoma [sic – Algona2] District 3, Nipissing; and a 
Michael McDonald in Sheffield, Lennox and Addington born in 1839. No evidence could be found 
linking these individuals to Michel McDonald (RIN #14703). 
 
Note that when Michel McDonald (RIN #14703) married Mary Wilduck (aka Whiteduck) in 1866, 
he was said to be living in the Township of Radcliffe and born in Canada. His parents were not 
named. The Irish priest recording the marriage rendered his name as “Michall McDonnell”. The 
names of Mary Wilduck’s parents were listed in the document as were the names of two 
Algonquin men who witnessed the marriage. As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report 
(posted as Document 1) Mary and her witnesses have been documented as being Algonquin.3 
No census record related to Michel in Radcliffe was located. 

2.3.c 1871 census (page 16/81) 
The Respondent referenced the 1871 census for the district of Bagot and Blythefield which is 
cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1).4 On this census Michel is 
identified as born in Manitoba and “Scotch” in origin; his wife Mary as born in Ontario and 
Indian. Their child Margaret is noted as “Scotch” which was the standard practice, enumerators 
being instructed to assign the father’s apparent origin to their children. 
 
When Michel married Mary Constant (RIN #22442) in 1869, the French priest wrote his name as 
Michel McDonell of Arnprior.5 Mary Constant was a descendant of know Algonquins, as 
demonstrated in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). The family was living 
in Bagot and Blythfield when their daughter Margaret was born in October 1870. His name was 
written Michel McDonald on the birth registration. The “Remarks” field of the registration form 
states “Half Breed Indian.”6 While it is unclear if this comment refers to the parent(s) or the 
child herself, the design of the form suggests it is most likely in reference to the child being 
registered. 
 
The Respondent presents the information on the 1871 census return as being “self-identified” 
by Michel McDonald, the head of household, or his wife Mary McDonald indicating that either 
of these parties provided the information recorded on the census to the enumerator.  
 
The Enrolment Officer notes that enumerators were generally instructed to record the 
information as given by the head of household. However, the reality of the early census 
experience was that the information was sometimes collected from another person found in 
the household, neighbours, or recorded on the basis of the census taker's personal knowledge 

 
2  Algoma is a region and census division on North Ontario. As a point of reference, Sault Ste. Marie is located in 

Algoma. In 1861 the Algona district 3 was located in Nipissing District 42. 
3  ALG-01437 and ALG-40176 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.1 pages 5 to 6. 
4  ALG-27242 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.1 page 7. 
5  ALG-07747 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.1 page 6. 
6  ALG-07747 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.1 pages 6 to 7. 
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of the family and its members. This was especially true in remote areas where individuals were 
away from their households or had difficulty communicating. No information is provided on 
census returns identifying the actual person who gave the information. It is noted, however, 
that the enumerator named on this 1871 census is the same person who registered Michel and 
Mary’s daughter Margaret less than a year prior to taking the census. 

2.3.d 1881 census  
The Respondent references the 1881 census noting the Michel McDonald “self-identified as... 
born in Ontario and of Scottish (i.e., Scotland) origins.” 
 
As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) the 1881 census states that 
Michel was born in “O” for Ontario. In the Origin column, he was noted as “Scotch Ind”. The 
word “Ind” for Indian was struck through. He was identified as a hunter and Roman Catholic.7 
We have no information on why “Ind” was struck out, although this has been observed on 
other census records in this time period. It is possible that it was done, not by the enumerator, 
but by the official who compiled the statistic from the census returns. As noted above for the 
1871 census, the characterization of Michel “self-identifying” is not necessarily historically 
accurate. 
 
The identity of Michel’s wife Eliza McDonald née Arkle (Arcand, Arcol, Arcle) has been 
documented in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). She is of French 
descent.8 Thus the Indigenous heritage of their children must have come from Michel. 
 
The Respondent notes that no information has been located regarding Michel McDonald’s first 
two wives, including confirmation of their deaths. This is accurate. However, as pointed out in 
the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) it is most likely that the first wife, Mary 
Wilduck (Whiteduck) had died and the second marriage to Mary Constant was legitimate based 
on the fact that the witness to the second marriage, Andrew/Andre Michel (RIN #16461), was 
both the step-uncle of Mary Whiteduck and the step-father of Mary Constant, the first and 
second wives. These men would have knowledge of either the death of the first wife or that 
bigamy was being committed.9 
 
The oral history provided by a H. Majaury (posted as Document 5 on page 53) states the Mary 
Constant, Michel’s second wife, and their daughter Margaret died in a house fire. This would 
have taken place sometime between the spring of 1871 when they were recorded on the 
census and early 1879 when Michel conceived a son with his third wife Elizabeth Arcand (Arkle). 
Note that Michel witnessed the burial of Theresa Jacob (RIN #18910), the aunt of his first and 
second wives, in 1876 at Mount St. Patrick. The Enrolment Office has not substantiated the 
death in the housefire. 
 

 
7  ALG-27243 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 page 10. 
8  Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.6 pages 17 to 20. 
9  Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.1 page 6. 
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Both the Respondent and the Enrolment Officer reference the birth/baptism records of Michel 
and Eliza’s children. While no marriage record has been located for Michel and Eliza, they are 
noted on the baptism records of their children as being lawfully married.10 
 
In addition, birth registration records for two sons note Michel as “Indian.” The November 15, 
1879 civil birth registration for Xavier Michel (RIN #14705) lists Michel McDonald and Eliza Arkle 
as the parents. The “Rank or Profession of Father” is listed as “Yeoman (Indian).”11 The term 
yeoman was used to denote a farmer. The December 10, 1881 civil birth registration for 
“Michele,” a boy, lists Michel McDonald and Eliza Arkle as the parents. The “Rank or Profession 
of Father” is listed as “Indian.”12 While the boy on this record is recorded as “Michele” the birth 
date of the child is the same as Michel and Eliza’s son, Peter Abraham (RIN #18305). 
 
As noted previously, the mother of these boys, Eliza Arkle (Arcand) was demonstrated to be 
French-Canadian in origin. Thus the Indigenous descent of the sons must have come from their 
father, Michel. 

2.3.e 1891 census  
The Respondent cites the 1891 census as enumerating Michel McDonald and his third wife Eliza 
(Elizabeth) Arcan (Arcand, Arkle, Arcol). The 1891 census return is reference in the Enrolment 
Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1).13  
 
The Respondent mis-reads the use of column 12 on this census, which is the only origin 
question on the 1891 census. Eliza and the children are denoted with a numeral “1” which 
indicates that they are to be counted as French-Canadian, as per the 1891 census instructions. 
Michel has the word “Indian” written in, which denotes that while he is Indian, he is not French-
Canadian and is not being counted as such. The Enrolment Officer and Enrolment Office 
genealogist have observed this anomalous use of Column 12 on the 1891 census on other 
census returns in Ontario where “squaw” or “Indian” has been written in. If the intention of the 
enumerator was to record Michel McDonald as French-Canadian and Indian, as suggested by 
the Respondent, he would have entered a “1” as well as writing in the word Indian. 

2.3.f 1901 census  
There are three origin or ethnic identity questions on the 1901 census. Column 5 records 
“Colour,” Column 11 records “Country or place of birth,” and Column 14 records “Racial or 
Tribal origins.” The Respondent notes the designation of “Cree fb” for both Michel McDonald 
and Serry Whiteduck in Column 14 and the notation of Serry as “R” for Red (Indigenous) but not 
for Michel in Column 5.  

 
10  ALG-27247, ALG-01490, ALG-01492, ALG-01496, ALG-04501 cited in Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 

page 11. 
11  ALG-40573 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Reply to Submission Report, Section 3.6 page 11. 
12  ALG-40574 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Reply to Submission Report, Section 3.6 page 11. 
13  ALG-27248 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 page 11. Since writing the Enrolment Officer’s 

Report (posted as Document 1), the Enrolment Officer revisited the instructions for the 1891 census to confirm 
the use of the numeral 1 in column 12. 



Enrolment Officer’s Reply Report regarding Ancestor RIN #14703 

8 

 
The 1901 census return is referenced in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). 

It states that Michel was born in “Man r” (meaning rural Manitoba) in Column 11. His origin 
given as Cree FB (meaning Cree French Breed) in Column 14. No colour is noted for Michel or 
his children in Column 5. (Recall Michel is a widower at this point so no wife is recorded). All 
other persons enumerated on this page (50 in total) were shown as W for White or R for Red 
(Indigenous) in Column 5.  
 
Michel is enumerated as Roman Catholic and a farmer. He is shown as speaking both English 
and French but not being able to read or write. The only member of the family that can read 
and write is a 12-year-old daughter; the 10-year-old can read but not write. No mother tongue 
is recorded for Michel’s family, although this column is completed for all other persons on this 
census sheet.14 
 
Contrary to the Respondent’s assertion that the designation of Serry’s daughter as W (in 
Column 5) is in keeping with “patrilineal policy,” it in fact conflicts with the instructions which 
are outlined below. 
 
Regarding Column 14, the instructions to the enumerator were to record children as having the 
same “Country or tribal origins” as the father (e.g. Irish, English). In the case of Indians, the 
names of their tribes should be given as “‘Chippewa,’ ‘Cree,’ etc.” with mixed Indigenous 
people being given the suffix of f.b. for French breed, etc. This followed a patrilineal principle. 
 
Regarding Column 5 (Colour), the designation W for White was only to be used for white people 
all others were given the designation B (Black), R (Indigenous), or Y (Asian). In cases of children 
of mixed-parentage, the instruction was to give the children a designation corresponding to the 
non-white parent. For example, the child of a White father and Indigenous mother, should be 
designated as R, like the mother; while the father would be recorded as W. This is not a 
patrilineal practice; but a practice based on preserving the designation of White only for those 
persons descended from two white parents.  
 
Thus, it is curious that the enumerator classed Sarah Whiteduck’s daughter, E. Mary Brown as 
“W” when her mother was “R.”15 The absence of a designation of “colour” for Michel and his 
children and the anomalous designation of White for Sarah’s child16 when Sarah was noted as 
Indigenous suggests that the enumerator had incomplete information, was confused about the 
make up of this household, or completed the return in a manner that was inconsistent with the 
instructions.  
 

 
14  ALG-07859 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 page 12. 
15  ALG-40576 pages 13 to 14. 
16  E. Marry Brown is known to be the children of Sarah Whiteduck and George Brown. Her date of birth on the 

census is identical to the date of birth on the child’s birth record. ALG-01519 cited in Enrolment Officer’s 
Report, Section E.5 page 15-16. 
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In addition, the Respondent does not address the anomaly of Serry Whiteduck, who is proven 
to be of Algonquin descent, being recorded as Cree fb.17 
 
The Enrolment Officer does not agree that the information recorded on the census is 
necessarily the result of the enumerated persons “self-identification.” As noted above the 
reality of the early census experience was that the information was sometimes collected from 
another person found in the household, neighbours, or recorded on the basis of the census 
taker’s personal knowledge of the family and its members. This was especially true in remote 
areas where individuals were away from their households or had difficulty communicating. The 
absence of some information on this census, such as colour and language, raises questions 
about who gave the information to the enumerator. 
 
Note that the whereabouts of the son born in 1893 at the time of Eliza’s death is known. He 
was raised by Eliza’s family as documented in the Enrolment Officer’s Report.18 The Respondent 
noted it was unknown. 

2.4. Smoking Gun Evidence  
The Enrolment Officer has also documented the inconsistent references in census and other 
materials regarding Michel McDonalds’ place of birth and his ethnic identity. For example, he is 
said to have been born in: Ontario (1881 census), Canada (1891 census, 1907 death record), and 
Manitoba (1871 and 1901 census). His adult children identified his place of birth as Ontario on 
the 1921 census. Similarly, the census records provide different origins for Michel “Indian” 
(1879 and 1881 birth registrations, 1891 census); “Scotch” (1871 census); “Scotch Ind” (1881 
census); and “Cree French Breed” (1901 census). 
 
The Enrolment Officer does not accept the premise that all the information on the census 
returns is the result of the enumerated adult’s self-identification, or that the only records to be 
taken into account are those describing him as born in Manitoba and Cree fb in origin. 

2.5 Sarah Whiteduck  
The lineage of Sarah Whiteduck is outlined in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as 
Document 1) section E.5. She is clearly of Algonquin descent and was closely related to the first 
two wives of Michel McDonald. The listing of her as Cree fb on the 1901 census is discussed 
above. Note that on the 1911 census she was enumerated, living with her sister and brother-in-
law, as “Algonquin” and speaking “Indian.”19 
 
The categorization of her as “servant” on the 1901 census may not be accurate. The only 
choices for identifying relationships on the 1901 census were limited to relationship of blood 
and marriage relative to the head or household or as “servant, boarder, or lodger.” Everyone 
enumerated in a household was supposed to be in that household as their primary residence. 

 
17  The lineage of Sarah Whiteduck is outlined in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.5. 
18  ALG-40182 cited in Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.3 page 12. 
19  ALG-27659 cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, Section E.5 page 16. 
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For example, persons coming into a household to work for the day were enumerated in their 
own home, not with the family for whom they worked. It is likely that none of the prescribed 
categories described the relationship of Sarah Whiteduck to Michel McDonald and his children. 
Recall that she was a relative by marriage and raising a child without a husband present. It was 
common in that period for female relatives, especially women without husbands, to move into 
the household of a widowed relative to assist in raising children. 

2.6 Indigenous origins and family self-identification 
The Enrolment officer has no comments on this section. 

2.7 Analysis  
The Enrolment officer has no comments on this section. 

2.8 Citizenship Customs and UNDRIP  
The Enrolment officer has no comments on this section. 

2.9 Conclusions  
The Respondent concludes that the ancestor is not Algonquin. In his conclusion, he stresses 
that information contained on the census was self-declared focusing primarily on the 1901 
census on which Michel McDonald was enumerated as being a “Manitoba Cree French Breed.” 

3. Document #7 – Responding Submission by Chief Wendy Jocko on behalf of her 
community 
The Respondent Chief Wendy Jocko submitted a responding submission on behalf of the 
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan in support of removing ancestor Michel McDonald (RIN #14703) 
from the Schedule of Ancestors. 
 
The submission concluded that no evidence was presented that Michel McDonald had 
Algonquin parentage or was of Algonquin descent. The evidence referenced in forming the 
Respondent’s position include the 1871 and 1901 census that indicated Michel McDonald was 
born in Manitoba and the 1901 census that identified him as Cree French Breed. 
 
The Enrolment Office outlined and discussed these and related documents at length in the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted at Document 1) and in the Enrolment Officer’s Responding 
Report to the parties supporting the inclusion of Michel McDonald on the Schedule of 
Ancestors (posted as Document 12). The Enrolment Officer has no further reply comments. 

4. Document #10 – Responding Submission by Chief G. Sarazin on behalf of his 
community 
The Respondent Chief Greg Sarazin submitted a responding submission on behalf of the 
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan in support of removing ancestor Michel McDonald (RIN #14703) 
from the Schedule of Ancestors. 
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The submission was in response to responding submissions (posted as Documents 2 to 5), 
which argued in favour of retaining Michel McDonald on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 
The Respondent concluded that no new evidence was presented in those submissions to 
demonstrate that Michel McDonald had Algonquin parentage or was of Algonquin descent.  
 
The Respondent states that their continued position is that Michel McDonald is not an 
Algonquin Ancestor according to Article 1 of the Special Resolution of January 22, 2020. 
 
The Enrolment Officer has no further reply comments. 
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Appendix A: Supporting Document List for Michel McDonald 
The documents in this table are listed by ALG number and appended in Appendix B.  

 
Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40576 1901-00-00 Instructions to Chief Officers 
Commissioners and 
Enumerators 

Fourth Census of Canada 1901. Instructions to Chief Officers 
Commissioners and Enumerators. Ottawa: Government Printing 
Bureau, 1901. 
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Appendix B: Supporting Document Package for Michel McDonald 
 

The documents are organized by ALG document number. 
They appear in the same order as in the list in Appendix A and are bookmarked for ease of reference. 
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