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Canoeists A.K.A Voyageurs 
 

In this book writen by Wallace A. Schaber “The Last of the Wild Rivers” (see 
below excerpts taken from this book) which states that the canoeists were 

Algonquins. 

 

In many of the statements by the Elders of Golden Lake now Pikwakanagan and 
the people of the Du Moine River Band tell of the Algonquin Canoeists. Thomas 

Lagarde was one of these Canoeists/Voyageurs, he was of Algonquin/French 
heritage. 

 

 

Our family lines were proud river people who lived and worked for many 
genera�ons around water sheds such as the Otawa River and the Du Moine 

River Sheds. 

 

These men worked diligently through weather condi�ons and persevered the 
hardships of being Fishermen, Trappers, Canoeists/Voyageurs and Log Drivers. 
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The Riviere du Moine Band Returns-A Tale of Two Tribes-Page 3 
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The Riviere du Moine Band Returns-A Tale of Two Tribes-Page 4 
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One of the Tragedies on the Du Moine River  

 

My Uncle Paul Turcote was one of the last members of our family to work on 
the log drives in more modern �mes in 1923 on the Du Moine River. 

 

Log Drives were considered to be very exhaus�ng and dangerous work. And 
young men like my Uncle Paul had no choice but to do what the job boss told 

them to do; if they wanted to keep their jobs. 

 

This was the story we were told. Uncle Paul and three other men loaded the 
boat with the camp stove and other camp paraphernalia and went down the Du 
Moine River.  As stated in the following ar�cle, unfortunately they were caught 
in the swi� currents at the head of the rapids.  Gagnon and Turcote remained 

with the boat while the other two jumped and safely made it to shore. 

 

Victor Gagnon of Chichester and Paul Turcote of Black Bay lost their lives that 
day at Poplar Chute, on the Du Moine River four miles from Stonecliffe. 

 

Please see the following ar�cle writen on Page 133 from this book.  

“The Eganville Leader”  

Reflec�ons of a Century 

 Stories and Photos from the Otawa Valley. 
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Referring back to this book once again “The Last of the Wild Rivers” there is a 
paragraph on the top le� of page 3 in Chapter One.  

 

It states that if a story was told in the past, it would have been told orally by an 
Elder and not in wri�ng. It was a tradi�on of the Algonquin since �me began.  

The Algonquin history is an oral history, yet you want us to produce documents 
writen from 200 years ago that say we are Algonquin; this is asking for the 

impossible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submited By: 

Connie Mielke 

Denise Chaput 


	Batch 10 - Canoeists AKA Voyageurs.pdf
	Canoeists AKA Voyageurs.pdf

