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1. Introduction 
The Tribunal received a responding submission from one individual in support of removing the 
ancestor Hannah Mannall/Mannell (RIN #18786) from the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 
The submission is posted on the Tribunal’s website at: 
 https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/hannah-mannell-3/ 
 
It appears on the website as: 

• Document 6 – Submission by V. Coburn regarding Hannah Mannell. It was dated 
February 22, 2023. 

 
Dr. Coburn’s submission is responding to the Enrolment Officer’s Report which appears on the 
Tribunal website as: 

• Document 1 – Enrolment Officer Report Regarding Hannah Mannell. It was dated 
November 2022. 
 

This reply report addresses the content in the Respondent’s submission that is relevant to the 
Tribunal’s inquiry, which is to determine whether Hannah Mannall/Mannell (RIN #18786) is 
identified in a historic record or document dated on or before December 31, 1921, in such a 
way that it would be reasonable to conclude that she was considered to be an Algonquin or 
Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A “sibling of such a person” means a person with a 
common Algonquin parent.  
 
This reply does not comment on sections of the submission that pertain to the general history 
of enrolment by the AOO, the review of this ancestor in 2012-13, or the decision rendered by 
Justice Chadwick in 2013.  
 
The Respondent’s submission refers to some documents and facts that are contained in the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1). As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report, 
archival documents recording a family’s life events have been assigned ALG document 
numbers; RIN numbers have been assigned to individuals discussed in the report to aid in 
identification. RIN numbers, ALG document numbers, and/or page numbers of existing reports 
will be referenced in this report for ease of discussion.  

2. Document #6 – Responding Submission by V. Coburn  
The Respondent, V. Coburn, submitted a report to the Tribunal in support of removing Hannah 
Mannall/Mannell (RIN #18786) from the Schedule of Ancestors. The submission was sent under 
cover of a letter dated February 22, 2023. The Respondent’s submission consists of a covering 
letter and a 35-page report dated June 21, 2021 regarding ancestor Hannah Mannall/Mannell 
(RIN #18786). The report consists of written text and supporting documents, including maps 
and material from internet downloads. 
 
This reply report comments on the content of the submission that is within the purview of the 
Enrolment Officer to address and is germane to the issues before the Tribunal. The issues raised 

https://www.tanakiwin.com/tribunal/cecile-mcdonnell-mawiskak/
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by the Respondent are organized into sub-sections. Some individuals discussed by the 
Respondent are identified by RIN numbers for ease of identification.  

2.1 Introduction and Enrolment Criteria (Respondent’s pages 1 to 2) 
The Enrolment Officer has no comments on the introduction which is a background on the 
Algonquins of Ontario and the Proposed Enrolment Criteria summarized from the Algonquins of 
Ontario (AOO) website. 

2.2 Recognition of Hannah Mannell as an Algonquin Root Ancestor (Respondent’s pages 2 to 
4) 
The 2013 hearing is referenced at length in the Respondent’s submission. The Enrolment 
Officer does not comment on the presentations or decision made at that hearing. Having said 
that, the evidence presented at the hearings, to the extent that it is also discussed in current 
submissions to the Tribunal, will be discussed in this reply when relevant to the present inquiry. 
 
The Respondent erroneously characterized the Enrolment Officer’s 2012 report as stating that 
Hannah was most likely born at Frederick House. In fact, the 2012 report presented at the 2013 
hearing before Justice Chadwick stated that: “…Hannah Mannall’s mother was most likely from 
the Kenogamissi Lake area or the Frederick House or Brunswick House areas or perhaps from 
around Moose Fort.” Hannah herself was documented as being born at Kenogamissi Lake. 
 
Similarly, the Enrolment Officer’s Report to the Tribunal (posted as Document 1) states that: 

Hannah Mannell’s mother was most likely from the area around Kenogamsissi 
Lake, Frederick House or Brunswick House. It is also possible that she was from 
around Moose Fort, as John travelled back and forth to Moose Fort as part of 
his HBC duties. 

The maps cited in sub-section E.1, of the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) 
indicated that these locations were in Cree or Ojibwe territory.1 

2.3. Analysis of the Evidence (Respondent’s pages 4 to 9) 
Contrary to what the Respondent states, the information presented at the 2013 hearings was 
available to interested parties, including the protestors, their researcher, and the descendants 
of the Hannah Mannell.  
 
The Respondent’s discussion of the evidence is divided into sub-sections for ease of summary. 

2.3.a John Mannell and Hannah’s place of birth (Respondent’s pages 5 to 6) 
As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1), the work history of John 
Mannell (aka Manel, Manal, Mannall) was outlined on his Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) 

 
1 ALG-40175, ALG-40171 



Enrolment Officer’s Reply Report regarding Ancestor RIN #18786 

5 

biographical sheet.2 The Enrolment Officer’s Report also appended detailed summaries of his 
yearly activities based on HBC journals. His work history was summarized as follows: 
 

• He emigrated from England arriving at Moose Factory in 1786;  
• Stationed at Moose Fort, 1786 to 1788; 
• Stationed at Brunswick House, 1788-92;  
• Stationed at Frederick House, 1792-95;  
• Established Kenogamissi Post, 1795-97; NOTE: Detailed reading of the post journals 

shows that he arrived at Kenogamissi Lake in July 1794 and remained there while the 
new post was built and became established [details in Appendix 3 of the Enrolment 
Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1)]. 

• He returned to England for a visit from September 1797 to May 1798. His family 
remained behind at Moose Fort; and 

• Upon his return from England, he worked at Kenogamissi Lake and other locations in the 
Moose and Eastmain Districts until he retired in 1814.3 

 
The Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) also appended detailed summaries of 
his yearly activities based on HBC journals. These summaries are provided in Appendix 3 of the 
Enrolment Officer’s Report.  
 
Further information regarding Hannah’s marriage to Charles Thomas and the birth and 
baptisms of their children were provide on pages 9 to 11 of the Enrolment Officer’s Report 
(posted as Document 1). These events are consistent with the work history of Charles Thomas 
but unfortunately, do not provide any information on the identity of Hannah’s mother; not her 
name, her nation, nor the traditional area that her family occupied. Hannah’s baptismal record 
provides her date of birth as August 31, 1795 which is consistent with her father’s declaration 
regarding the month and year of her birth at Kenogamissee (Kenogamissi).4 The declaration of 
John Mannell regarding his dependants was provided in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted 
as Document 1), discussed on pages 6 to 7. This declaration states that Hannah was born in 
August 1795 at “Kenooguonesee.”5 The Respondent does not cite this document. The mother 
of John Mannell’s daughters is not named in John Mannell’s declaration. 
 
The Respondent states that without clear evidence of the identity of Hannah’s mother, it is 
reasonable to conclude that the fur trader John Mannall made an informal union with an 
Indigenous woman while serving in one of the areas to which he was assigned. As noted in the 
Respondent’s submission it was customary for men working for the HBC to make informal 
marriages, known as country marriages or amongst Francophone servants as marriages à la 
façon du pays. Unfortunately, the names and tribal identities of these women were often not 

 
2 ALG-40230 
3 ALG-40230. The Hudson’s Bay Archives summary for John Mannall shows that he had a wife in England with 

whom he had eight children. It appears that these children were born after he retired from HBC service. 
4  ALG-14788 and ALG-40222 
5  ALG-40222  
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recorded in official records. As indicated by the Respondent, in the absence of clear evidence, 
the question of whether the Indigenous identity that Hannah inherited from her mother was 
Cree, Oji-Cree, Ojibwe or Algonquin is best surmised from her mother’s traditional territory. 

2.3.b Union of John Mannell and Hannah’s Mother (Respondent’s pages 6 to 8) 
John Mannell’s declaration of the names, years, and places of birth of his daughters was 
recorded in the “Register of Moose Factory and its Dependancies” which is contained on 
microfilm in the Ontario Archives. Mannell declared that Hannah was born in August 1795 at 
“Kenoogumesse.” The Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) discussed this 
document on pages 6 to 7.6 The Respondent does not cite this document. 
 
Kenogamissi was an HBC post located on Lake Kenogamissi on the Mattagami river, which was a 
branch of the Moose river and was within the HBC Moose District. It is depicted on Plate 62 of 
the Historical Atlas of Canada, Volume 1, which is attached to the Enrolment Officer’s Report.7 
(Frederick House, Lange de Terre, Moose Factory and Lake Abitibi are also depicted on this 
map). 
 
The Enrolment Officer notes that Hannah was born at Kenoogumesee in August 1795, likely on 
the 31st as noted on her baptismal record. Those dates suggest that she was conceived around 
late November or early December 1794. She had a younger sister, Mary, who was born at 
Moose Factory in October 1797, therefore conceived around February 1797.8 
 
The Respondent and the Enrolment Officer agree that Hannah was conceived around 
November/December 1794. The Respondent states on page 8 that John Mannell “in all 
probabilities would have met Hannah’s mother and her family sometime during the summer of 
1794 when he was establishing the HBC trading post at Kenogamissi Lake and not at Frederick 
House.” He concludes that “[i]t can be reasonably inferred then that Hannah and her mother 
would have been natives of the Kenogamissi Lake region and not from Frederick House or from 
anywhere else.”  
 
A detailed examination of the HBC post journals, cited in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted 
as Document 1) on pages 24 to 26 indicated that John Mannall left Frederick House on June 15, 
1794 to travel to Moose Factory with 2 “Indians.” He set out from Moose Factory for 
Kenogamissi on June 30, 1794 with three men and 20 Indians in eight canoes loaded with trade 
goods. The party arrived there on July 20 where they began building a trading post. Their main 
intention was to capture the Sowwewaminicam trade. Note that two employees joined them 
from Frederick House.9 Sowwewaminicam was also known as Langue de Terre. 
 

 
6 ALG-40222 
7 ALG-40170 
8  ALG-40222 
9  Appendix 3 Journal for Frederick House, June 1793 to June 1794 and Journal for Kenogamissi, June 1794 to June 

1795. 
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The Respondent states that Frederick House was closed from 1795 and re-opened in 1798 in his 
submission on page 9. Note that references to Frederick House in the HBC journals continue 
during this period and for the next few years (e.g. June 1794 to July 1797) indicating that the 
post at Frederick House was still active (see notations on pages 26 to 27 of Enrolment Officer’s 
Report, posted as Document 1).  
 
The Enrolment Officer does not agree with rejecting either Frederick House or Moose Factory 
as potentially being the traditional area of Hannah’s mother but does agree that Kenogamissi 
may also potentially be the traditional area of Hannah’s mother.  
 
The possibility of Hannah’s mother being from Moose Factory is supported by John’s annual 
trips to Moose Factory which was then the headquarters for the HBC district in which he 
worked. For example, John was documented as being at Moose during the critical period from 
June 27 to October 7, 179310 and again briefly in late June 179411 before setting out to establish 
Kenogamissi on June 30, 1794. It is possible that he formed a union with Hannah’s mother in 
Moose Factory in the summer/early fall of 1793 or the early summer of 1794 (14 months before 
Hannah’s birth) and brought her with him to Kenogamissi when he went to build the new post 
there. 
 
Similarly, John Mannell was shown in the HBC journals for Frederick House and Kenogamissi to 
make inland trips in the upper Moose River system. For example, he was inland for two weeks 
in June 1793 and from April to May in 1794 prior to Hannah’s conception. This information is 
contained in the Enrolment Officer’s Report (posted as Document 1) in section E.3, pages 7 to 
8.12 John Mannell’s inland trips are referenced in a detailed study of the mapping of the Hudson 
Bay area by geographer Richard I. Ruggles. Ruggles noted that John Mannell mapped the inland 
area while he was assigned to Frederick House, just before establishing the post at Kenogamissi 
on the Mattagami River. Ruggles writes, 

In addition to local trips, his [John Mannall’s] two main expeditions out of the 
Abitibi Lake area, south towards Lake Timiskaming and west into the 
Mattagami River valley, gave him the information for a map on which these 
journeys were outlined. For several years, the Frederick House Lake area was 
visited by Canadian traders [traders from Lower Canada competing with the 
HBC] from the Soweawaminica settlement [Langue de Terre] which lay south 
of Lake Abitibi on the way to Lake Timiskaming. These traders were interested 
in coming north to the district to compete for the trade. In 1793, Mannall 
decided to map the route between the two settlements, and was away from 
13 to 23 June [1793]. After conferring with Chief Factor Thomas at Moose 
about the competitive situation in the region, Mannall set off from Frederick 
House in the spring, 28 April to 15 May 1794, across country to survey the 
rivers and lakes west to the Mattagami River and to Lake Kenogamissi, and to 

 
10 See notes from post journals in Appendix 3 of the Enrolment Officer’s Report on page 24. 
11 See notes from post journals in Appendix 3 of the Enrolment Officer’s Report on page 25. 
12 See notes from post journals in Appendix 3 of the Enrolment Officer’s Report on page 23-26.  
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decide how to “most effectually counteract the Designs of the Canadians.” On 
his return, Mannall was sent off to head a house-building crew, going back to 
Lake Kenogamissi to erect a post there. Both areas, south and west of Abitibi, 
were included in his map.13 

 
The Respondent states on page 8 of his submission that Hannah and her mother remained at 
Kenogamissi Lake during John’s furlough in England. Documentation shows that this is not 
correct. John Mannell left Kenogamissi on July 24, 1797. Although the post journal does not 
specify that his family was with him, it does note that John, another HBC man and 3 “Indians” 
travelled to Moose Factory in two small canoes. Hannah’s mother, and presumably Hannah, 
were documented as being at Moose Factory that fall where Hannah’s sister, Mary, was born in 
October 1797. Her birth took place the month after John set sail for England on September 22, 
1797.14 Taken together, these documents show that John Mannall left Hannah’s mother, 
Hannah and his new born daughter Mary at Moose Factory while he was away in England from 
the fall of 1797 to May 1798 when he returned to resume his position at Kenogamissi. 
 
The Respondent advances the theory that Hannah’s mother would have remained with her 
natal family in John’s absence. This theory would suggest that the family of Hannah’s mother 
family was from Moose Factory, as she was documented as being at Moose Factory the month 
after John Mannell boarded his ship and gave birth to her second child there. (Note that if Mary 
was born in October 1797 she would have been conceived around February 1797. John Mannall 
was serving at Kenogamissi at the time. Hannah would have been around 18 months old 
suggesting that Hannah and Mary probably had the same mother.) 
 
It is interesting to note that “Mrs. Mannall” was working with the wife and daughters of John 
Thomas, the family of Hannah Mannell’s future husband, at Moose Factory a decade later in 
July 1808. They were procuring fish for the post. John Thomas was in England at the time; John 
Mannall was the Inland Master & Second at Eastmain on the east side of James Bay.15 Hannah 
would have been about 13 years old at the time and Mary around 11 years of age. 
 
The possibility that Hannah’s maternal family was from around Moose Factory could be 
inferred from the historical documents that show: a) the timing and frequency of John 
Mannell’s visits to Moose Factory; b) that John Mannell’s country wife, who was in the 
advanced stage of pregnancy, remained at Moose Factory with the toddler Hannah during his 
absence; and c) that John Mannell’s country wife “Mrs. Mannall,” and presumably her young 
daughters Hannah and Mary were all known to be residing at Moose Factory a decade later in 
July 1808. 
 
The Enrolment Officer suggests that the conclusion that Kenogamissi Lake was the most likely 
natal home of Hannah’s mother (on Respondent’s page 9) is not sustained by the information 

 
13 ALG-40546 pp. 54-55. 
14 ALG-40230, ALG-40222, and post journal cited in Appendix 3 on page 27. 
15 ALG-40230 and ALG-40231 p. 73. 
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regarding the connections to Moose Factory. The Respondent’s suggestion that Frederick 
House is not a viable possibility is conjecture with little supporting evidence. In this regard, it is 
important to recall that John Mannall was at Frederick House from March 30, 1792 to June 15, 
1794 (i.e., as late as five months before Hannah’s conception) and took trips in the area in that 
time period. As such, it is plausible that he formed a union with Hannah’s mother during that 
period.  
 
In summary, there is no documentation that clearly indicates the traditional area occupied by 
Hannah’s maternal family. Conjecture regarding the timing between her parent’s union and 
conception and the known movements of John Mannall suggest that several areas are possible 
(Frederick House, Kenogamissi or Moose Factory). No definitive conclusion can be drawn from 
the available historical documentation. Having said that, it is nonetheless important to consider 
which Indigenous nation occupied these districts at the relevant time in order to further assess 
the likelihood that Hannah Mannell’s mother was, or was not, Algonquin. 

2.4 Algonquin Traditional Territory in the James Bay-Abitibi Region (Respondent’s pages 9 to 
13)  
In this section, the Respondent focused on the traditional territory around Kenogamissi and 
Frederick House/Lake Abitibi, stating that the elders of the First Nations in the area “would 
have easily answered the question of whose traditional territories these two (2) HBC trading 
post were situated on” (Respondent’s page 10). 
 
The Respondent cited information about the people of the Abitibi Lake area, now known as 
Wahgoshig First Nation, who adhered to Treaty 9 in 1906 and are a predominantly Algonquin 
community. The Respondent included an undated map entitled “Wahgoshig First Nation 
Traditional Territory – DRAFT” which was posted on YouTube. A second map “Abitibi (Cree) and 
Timiskaming (Algonquin) Territories in the 1600s” is also included. The two maps show: 

• Frederick House within the western boundaries of Wahgoshig traditional territory as 
currently asserted (Algonquin). The 1600s map shows the location would have been 
within Abitibi territory (Cree) in the 1600s;  

• Kenogamissi Lake is shown outside of Wahgoshig traditional territory as currently 
asserted (Algonquin) and surrounded by other communities that are Ojibwe and Cree. 
The 1600s map shows Kenogamissi outside of the territory of the Abitibi (Cree) and 
Temiscamigue (Algonquin) in the 1600s. 

 
The Respondent references these maps in relation to his conclusion that Kenogamissi, which he 
proposes as the most likely traditional land of Hannah Mannell’s mother, is not in Algonquin 
territory.  
 
With all due respect, the Respondent’s suggestion that the elders in surrounding communities 
would be able to identify the group that traditionally held the territory in the relevant period, 
being the 1790s, is neither simple nor absolute. The groups who own reserves and reside in 
Indigenous settlements today have often been displaced from the territories held by their 
ancestors over two centuries ago. Indigenous territories have shifted considerably between the 
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time of contact and introduction of the commercial fur trade, the signing of Treaty 9 and 
related agreements (1906-8), and the current configuration of reserves and Indigenous 
settlements. 
  
The following section provides an overview of the issue of Indigenous migrations and shifting 
territory focusing on the region around Moose Factory, Kenogamissi on the Mattagami River, 
Frederick House, and Lake Abitibi.16 This summary is pertinent to identifying traditional 
territory during the relevant period; it cautions against drawing conclusions based on the 
current location and identity of modern-day First Nations. 
 
Historian Charles A. Bishop, who wrote extensively on sub-arctic Algonquian-speaking peoples, 
notes that the identification and placement of territorial groups prior to A.D. 1821 is a “critical 
problem.” Further remarking that the fur trade “led to shifts in group boundaries among the 
Cree and Ojibwa populations in the lands south of Hudson Bay.”17 Referring to the beginning of 
the relevant period (1790s), Bishop notes that “since the interior region between Lake Superior 
and Hudson Bay was not permanently occupied by traders until the late 18th century (late 
1700s), it is impossible to determine the location of inland groups with any degree of certainty 
before that time.” Bishop cautioned that, “[a]n awareness of these major limitations of the 
historical data justified caution in making socioterritorial identifications and assessing possible 
geographical shifts.”18  
 
Anthropologists Edward S. Rogers and Garth Taylor concur that it is not possible “to draw a rigid 
boundary for the territory of the Northern Ojibwa at any period in their history. Population 
movements and intermarriage with surrounding groups, as well as the infusion of other Indian 
and European culture traits, have contributed to a blurring of boundaries.”19 With regard to the 
subject area, Bishop notes that it is not possible “to determine the exact geographic 
demarcation between the Cree groups living near Lake Superior and the neighbouring non-Cree 
groups, the Ojibwa and Algonquin proper to the southeast.”20 Anthropologist R. F. Ritzenthaler 
agrees that the period of intense competition between the mercantile fur trade companies in 
the later decades of the 18th century led to shifting territory. By the opening of the 19th century 
(early 1800s) he notes the expansion of the northern Ojibwa into the territory north of the 
Great Lakes where they were “considerably influenced by the Eastern Cree.”21 
 

 
16 ALG-40561. Between 1794 and 1822 Moose Factory was the HBC headquarters for the Kenogamissi River 

District. That district operated posts at Kenogamissi, Frederick House, Matawagamingue, Flying Post, 
Pushquagamy Lake, Wowayaston Carrying Place and Wyaskah Lake. Kenogamissi Post was established 
specifically to prevent the “Canadians” who came into the country through the Lake Abitibi route from capturing 
the trade from the local Indigenous trappers. 

17 ALG-40547 p. 158. 
18 ALG-40547 p. 158. 
19 ALG-40548 p. 231. 
20 ALG-40547 p. 158. 
21 ALG-40549 p. 744. 
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Bishop summarizes the shifting territory during the height of the fur trade south of Hudson Bay 
as follows:  

 
Many of the Cree living north of Lake Superior at the time of contact moved westward 
during the 18th century, while in their place arrived Ojibwas and perhaps other 
Algonquians.22…In consequence of the territorial shifts, along with a tendency for some 
groups to coalesce around the trading posts … new regional identities and affiliations 
began to take shape. By 1821, when the fur trade stabilized under the monopoly of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, the major divisions of Cree and Ojibwa of the central Shield 
region were established in the sections of the lands between Hudson Bay, Lake Superior, 
and Lake Winnipeg in which they reside in the mid-twentieth century.23 

 
With regard to Moose Factory and posts located up the Moose River system, cultural 
geographer Victor Lytwyn identifies the Moose River Cree or Swampy Cree, who call 
themselves Muskekowuck Athinuwick, as inhabiting the coastal region of James Bay.24 These 
people were also known to the HBC traders as the Lowlanders because they inhabited the 
broad low-lying swampy lands bordering on James Bay and Hudson Bay. The fur traders used 
the term Uplanders to refer to the people who came to the bay from the interior lands, 
including those who inhabited the forested areas up the Moose River.  
 
According to anthropologist Alanson Skinner, who did field work in the area in the early 20th 
century, the Cree were made up of five divisions including the Winnipego-wug or “Coast-
people” who lived along the shores of James Bay and Hudson Bay, and the Nutcimiu-inu or 
“South-inlanders” who lived in the inland forests south and east of the Bay.25 Skinner states 
that the “Northern Saulteaux division of the Ojibway has been steadily encroaching on their 
[Crees] southern borders.”26 Skinner’s description aligns with the HBC use of Lowlanders and 
Uplanders. 
 
From an early period, HBC traders around Hudson and James Bay recognized the linguistic 
difference between the Cree and Northern Ojibwa.27 By the time the HBC was extending its 
trade posts inland in the 1770s “the boundary between the Lowland Cree and Northern 
Ojibway followed roughly the boundary between the Hudson Bay lowlands and the upland 
Shield region.”28 
 

 
22 The term “Algonquians” refers to a broad language group and includes peoples known historically as 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Algonquin, Nipissing, Mississauga, Saulteaux, Pottawatomi, Odawa and additional groups of 
Algonquian-speakers stretching from the Atlantic coast to the Rocky Mountains. 

23 ALG-40547 p. 160. 
24 ALG-40550, p. 14. In 1740 the factor at Albany House reported that the Cree who came to his post from Moose 

River were originally from the Albany River. 
25 ALG-40551 p. 9. 
26 ALG-40551 pp. 9-10. 
27 ALG-40550 p. 45. 
28 ALG-40550 p. 51. 
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The people known historically as the Ojibwa/Ojibwe/Ojibway occupied the land south of the 
divide between the Hudson Bay drainage system and the Lakes Superior and Huron drainage 
system. As the fur trade expanded, they migrated west and north. North of the height of land 
they came into contact with the Cree, who were shifting their trapping area southward from 
the lowland areas along James and Hudson Bay where early trade posts had been established. 
 
According to Skinner, the Ojibwa who moved into the region north of Lake Superior around the 
HBC posts on the bay were the most isolated of the Ojibwa groups. Skinner believed that the 
Indigenous people of New Post and Lake Abitibi belong to this division.29 Baldwin’s study of the 
early fur trade in the Moose-Missinaibi River region identifies people in that river system as 
Cree and Ojibwa who established themselves in the Moose drainage system as a result of these 
migrations.30 
 
Victor Lytwyn concludes: 
 

The fur trade during the period 1783 to 1821 throughout the north-western interior of 
the continent was affected by extreme competition between the HBC and various fur 
companies base in the St Lawrence River valley that eventually amalgamated to form 
the North West Company (NWC). The peak period of fur trade activity occurred between 
1790 and 1810, when record numbers of fur traders and trading posts were in 
operation.31 
 

This competition was apparent in the HBC’s Moose Factory area.32 The traders in the Moose 
area referred to the competition as “Canadians” which is reflected in John Mannall’s notes in 
the Frederick House and Kenogamissi journals. 
 
The question of the Indigenous identity of the people around Lake Abitibi is germane to the 
discussion. The Abitibi River and Little Abitibi River are part of the Moose river drainage system. 
 
In the 17th century (1600s), the Abitibi people, believed to be Cree at that time, were one of the 
named groups in northern Ontario. By the early 1700s, Abitibi people were trading at posts at 
James and Hudson Bay. For example, a 1707 French report indicated that “Tabitibis” who used 
to trade at Temiscaming were taking their pelts to trade with the HBC on Hudson Bay.33 The 
Historical Atlas of Canada provides several maps that depict the location of different groups in 

 
29 ALG-40551 pp. 117-118. 
30 ALG-40552 p. 57. 
31 ALG-40550 
32 ALG-40550 p. 175 Lytwyn references Plate 62 Historical Atlas of Canada Vol. 1 [ALG-40170]. In the Moose River 

District, many of the smaller posts had closed prior to the merger, p. 200. Between 1794 and 1822 Moose 
Factory was the HBC headquarters for the Kenogamissi River District. That district operated posts at Kenogamissi, 
Frederick House, Matawagamingue, Flying Post, Pushquagamy Lake, Wowayaston Carrying Place and Wyaskah 
Lake. 

33 ALG-40547 pp. 159-160; ALG-40553 pp. 3, 12; and ALG-40554 pp. 217-230. 
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the 17th and 18th centuries. For example, the people around Lake Abitibi are identified as Cree 
along with other people in the Moose Drainage system, as follows: 

• Early 17th century, from south to north: Timiscimi (Cr16), Abitibi (Cr17), Piscoutagami 
(Cr18), Outchichagamiouetch (Cr12), and Monsoni (Cr2) at the mouth of the Moose 
River.34 

• 1726-1739, from south to north: Timiscimi (Cr17), Abitibi (Cr16), Piscoutagami (Cr20), 
Outchichagamiouetch (Cr21), and Monsoni (Cr2) at the mouth of the Moose River.35 

• 1752-1755, from south to north: Timiscimi (Cr17), Abitibi (Cr16), Piscoutagami (Cr20), 
and Outchichagamiouetch (Cr21) No group is named at the mouth of the Moose River.36 

 
After the HBC merged with the North West Company (NWC) in 1821, HBC traders in 1826 
reported trading with Abitibi people and identified some of those coming to trade from north 
of Lake Abitibi as Anishinaabe and others as Cree.37  
 
In his paper supporting the comprehensive claim of Quebec Algonquins, Jacques Frenette 
showed the Algonquin territory at the end of the British Period (1867) as encompassing Lake 
Temiskaming, Lake Abitibi, the southern portion of Little Abitibi River, the head of the Montreal 
River, and Temagami. He does not include the Mattagami River or Lake Mattagami as being in 
Algonquin territory.38 Kenogamissi is located on the Mattagami River.  
 
New Post was an HBC post on the Abitibi River initially established in 1867 to supply Lake 
Abitibi families who no longer wanted to make “the arduous trip north to Moose Factory for 
supplies.” Cree at this location signed Treaty 9 in 1905 and had a reserve set aside for them. 
New Post is located between the Abitibi River and the Little Abitibi River.39 The location is now 
known as Taykwa Tagamou, a Cree community. It is encompassed within the Abitibi area, 
indicating a historic Cree presence in this Algonquin territory. 
 
Frank Speck’s 1913 study of the Timiskiming area reports that the Timiskaming people regard 
the people of Lake Abitibi as belonging to their own dialectic and cultural group identifying 
them as Abi’tibi anicenabi or Blue-water people.40 The term Anicenabi (Anishinaabe) is used by 
Algonquins and other closely-related linguistic neighbours such as those known historically as 
Ojibwa, Mississauga, Ottawa/Odawa and Potawatomie.41 The Temiskaming people are 
Algonquin. The descendants of the Abitibi people referenced by Speck are members of the 
Wahgoshig and Pikogan First Nation communities. 
 

 
34 ALG-40555 On the maps, the locations are given an alpha prefix indicating their nation (e.g. Cr for Cr; Al for 

Algonquin) followed by a number to cross-reference in the key which provides the historic name of the group. 
35 ALG-40556 
36 ALG-40557 
37 ALG-40553 p. 12. The HBC and NWC merged in 1821. 
38 ALG-40558 pp. 162-163. 
39 ALG-40553 p. 13. 
40 ALG-40553 pp. 5 and 11 citing ALG-40559. 
41 ALG-40553 p. 11 citing ALG-40559. 
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Anthropologist William Jenkins conducted fieldwork at Lake Abitibi in 1939. He indicated that 
the Abitibi Band was then surrounded by Ojibwa to the west, Cree to the north, Montagnais 
(Attikamek) to the east, and the Temiskaming Algonkins to the south. He also noted that 
according to the fieldwork conducted by McPherson in 1930 the Abitibi people are an offshoot 
of Ojibwa.42 (Note that Algonquins are closely related to other Anishinaabe, such as the historic 
Ojibwa, and were often described as a branch of the Ojibwa or Chippewa). 
 
Jenkins sketched the hunting grounds of the Abitibi Band as they existed in 1939 and indicated 
that of the 40 families whose grounds were depicted, their band of origin was shown to be: a 
mix of original Abitibi members (24); families from Ruperts House (8); North Temiskaming (1); 
and families whose place of origin was unknown (7).43 Ruperts House is a Cree community on 
the east side of James Bay, now known as Waskaganish First Nation. No Abitibi Band hunting 
grounds were noted west of the Abitibi River, the location of Frederick House. 
 
This information suggests that by the early twentieth century when Jenkins conducted his 
fieldwork the hunting grounds of the Wahgoshig people contained a mix of families with roots 
from the Lake Abitibi area, from Temiskaming to the south, Waskaganish to the north east, as 
well as families who no informant could identify as to their place of origin. Jenkins’ data was 
collected over 140 years after the relevant period.  
 
Archaeologist John Pollock’s 1996 work on native values mapping for Wahgoshig First Nation, 
notes that the groups immediately north of Lake Abitibi were Cree speakers and then 
comments on the fluctuation of tribal groups in the vicinity of Lake Abitibi in the last two 
centuries. He writes “[t]hough the boundary between these Ojibwa-speakers and the northern 
Cree-speakers appears to have fluctuated slightly over the past two centuries, [since late 1700s, 
early 1800s] the Long Sault and Little Abitibi Lake areas were clearly within Abitibi Algonquin 
territory.”44 
 
Pollock’s sketch map depicts the traditional boundaries of the Wahgoshig/Abitibiwinni people 
who are the descendants of the Abitibi people who adhered to Treaty 9. The map shows a core 
area surrounded by an overlap area, commenting that the overlap area is shared by both the 
New Post (Cree) and Abitibi (Wahgoshig, Algonquin) People. Pollock comments that “the exact 
size and nature of the overlap may be more of a political question than an historical one.”45 
Frederick House is located outside of core Wahgoshig FN territory and the overlap area on 
Pollock’s sketch. 

 
42 ALG-40560 pp. 1-2. 
43 ALG-40560 pp. 28-31. 
44 ALG-40553 pp. 4-5. Pollock based this statement on fieldwork conducted by John M. Cooper and Regina Flannery 

in the 1920s and 1930s and the work of William Jenkins in 1939. The Long Sault area is close to modern-day 
Cochrane east of Clute on the Abitibi River. 

45 ALG-40553 p. 16. 
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2.5 Respondent’s Conclusions (Respondent’s pages 13 to 14) 
The Respondent concludes that Hannah’s unnamed mother and her father John Mannell met 
within one to two years prior to her birth on August 31, 1795. John Mannell was posted at 
Frederick House from 1792 to 1795 and Kenogamissi Lake from 1795 to 1797. He travelled to 
England on leave from September 22, 1797 returning to Kenogamissi Lake on May 23, 1798 “to 
reunite with his wife and daughter.” The Respondent contends that John left his wife and 
daughter with her natal family at Kenogamissi during his absence. As noted above, 
documentation clearly shows that Hannah’s mother was at Moose Factory when John Mannall 
left the country. 
 
Note that John Mannall’s service dates, including his trips to Moose Factory and forays away 
from the posts are more precisely known as discussed above.  
 
Citing maps posted on YouTube by Wahgoshig First Nation of their traditional territory in 
conjunction with a map showing Abitibi (Cree) and Timiskaming (Algonquin) traditional 
territories in the 1600s, the Respondent concludes that: 

• Frederick House is within the western boundaries of Wahgoshig (Abitibi) “traditional 
territory” 

• Kenogamissi Lake is outside of its territory and “clearly undisputedly situated in Ojibwe 
and/or Cree Traditional Territory” 

 
The possibility that Hannah’s mother was from Moose Factory is not considered by the 
Respondent, which the Enrolment Officer considers an oversight, especially following his 
reasoning that John Mannell would have left his country wife and child with her natal family 
when he was on leave and the fact that it is documented that his wife, and presumably his 
child, were at Moose Factory when he departed. 
 
The Respondent asserts that elders of surrounding communities would be able to provide a 
description of the boundaries of traditional territory at the relevant time period. It does not 
appear that the Respondent has provided evidence of what the elders of surrounding 
communities have said about their traditional territories. Also, as explained above, the 
territorial areas of various nations in the subject area shifted throughout the 1600 to 1800s. 
 
The Respondent’s conclusion is that Hannah Mannell was conceived and born at Kenogamissi 
Lake in Ojibwe and/or Cree territory, that her mother was Ojibwe and/or Cree and that Hannah 
was not Algonquin but Ojibwe and/or Cree. 
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Appendix A: Supporting Document List for Hannah Mannell 
The documents in this table are listed by ALG number and appended in Appendix B. 

 
Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40546 1991-00-00 Book extract, A Country So 
Interesting: The Hudson’s 
Bay Company and Two 
Centuries of Mapping, 1670-
1870 

Ruggles, Richard I. A Country So Interesting: The Hudson’s Bay Company and Two 
Centuries of Mapping, 1670-1870. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University 
Press, 1991. 

ALG-40547 1981-00-00 Article, “Territorial Groups 
Before 1821: Cree and 
Ojibwa” 

Bishop, Charles A. “Territorial Groups Before 1821: Cree and Ojibwa.” Handbook of 
North American Indians, Volume 6 – Subarctic. Eds. William C. Sturtevant and June 
Helm. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1981. 

ALG-40548 1981-00-00 Article, “Northern Ojibwa” Rogers, Edward S., and J. Garth Taylor. “Northern Ojibwa.” Handbook of North 
American Indians, Volume 6 – Subarctic. Eds. William C. Sturtevant and June Helm. 
Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1981. 

ALG-40549 1978-00-00 Article, “Southwestern 
Chippewa” 

Ritzenthaler, R. F. “Southwestern Chippewa.” Handbook of North American Indians, 
Volume 15 – Northeast. Eds. William Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger. Washington: 
Smithsonian Institution, 1978. 

ALG-40550 2002-00-00 Book extract, Muskekowuck 
Athinuwick Original People 
of the Great Swampy Land 

Lytwyn, Victor P. Muskekowuck Athinuwick Original People of the Great Swampy 
Land. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2002. 

ALG-40551 1912-00-00 Article, “Notes on the 
Eastern Cree and Northern 
Saulteaux” 

Skinner, Alanson. “Notes on the Eastern Cree and Northern Saulteaux.” 
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History, Volume IX. New 
York: Order of the Trustees, 1912. 

ALG-40552 Unknown 
publication 
date 

Book extract, The Fur Trade 
in the Moose-Missinaibi 
River Valley 1770-1917 

Doug Baldwin, The Fur Trade in the Moose-Missinaibi River Valley, 1770-1917, 
Research Report 8. Toronto: Ontario Ministry of Culture and Recreation, Historical 
Planning & Research Branch, s.d. 

ALG-40553 1996-03-00 Report, “Native Background 
Information Report and 
Values Map” 

Pollock, John W., Settlement Surveys Ltd. “Native Background Information Report 
and Values Map.” Prepared for the Ministry of Natural Resources, Cochrane District, 
and Wahgoshig First Nation, March 1996. 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40554 1981-00-00 Article, “West Main Cree” Honigmann, John J. “West Main Cree.” Handbook of North American Indians, Volume 
6 – Subarctic. Eds. William C. Sturtevant and June Helm. Washington: Smithsonian 
Institution, 1981: 217-230. 

ALG-40555 1987-00-00 Map, “Population Early 17th 
Century, Ethnohistoric Data” 

Heidenreich, Conrad E. and J. V. Wright. “Population Early 17th Century, Ethnohistoric 
Data.” Historical Atlas of Canada, Volume 1: From the Beginning to 1800. Ed. R. Cole 
Harris. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987, plate 18. 

ALG-40556 1987-00-00 Map, “The Fox defeated and 
Expansion Northwest, 1726-
1739” 

Heidenreich, Conrad E. and Françoise Noel. “The Fox defeated and Expansion 
Northwest, 1726-1739.” Historical Atlas of Canada, Volume 1: From the Beginning to 
1800. Ed. R. Cole Harris. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987, plate 39. 

ALG-40557 1987-00-00 Map, “French Dominance, 
1752-1755”  

Heidenreich, Conrad E. and Françoise Noel. “French Dominance, 1752-1755.” 
Historical Atlas of Canada, Volume 1: From the Beginning to 1800. Ed. R. Cole Harris. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987, plate 40. 

ALG-40558 1988-00-00 Statement of claim Frenette, Jacques. “The Country of the Anicenabe: The Algonquin Nations’ 
Comprehensive Land Claim.” Prepared for the Band Council, Maniwaki Algonquin 
Reserve, 1988. 

ALG-40559 1915-00-00 Extract, “Family Hunting 
Territories and Social Life of 
Various Algonkian Bands of 
the Ottawa Valley”  

Speck, F. G. “Family Hunting Territories and Social Life of Various Algonkian Bands of 
the Ottawa Valley.” Department of Mines, Geological Survey, Memoir 70. Ottawa: 
Government Printing Bureau, 1915. 

ALG-40560 1939-00-00 Extract, “Notes on the 
Hunting Economy of the 
Abitibi Indians” 

Jenkins, William H. “Notes on the Hunting Economy of the Abitibi Indians.” The 
Catholic University of America Anthropological Series 9 (1939): 1-2, 28-31. 

ALG-40561 2023-03-23 
[accessed] 

Article, “Hudson's Bay 
Company. Kenogamissi River 
District.”  

Archives of Manitoba. “Hudson's Bay Company. Kenogamissi River District.” Accessed 
March 23, 2023 at http://pam.minisisinc.com/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/ 
PAM_AUTHORITY/WEB_AUTH_DET_REP/HEADING%20%22Hudson%27s%20Bay% 
20Company.%20Kenogamissi%20River%20District%22?SESSIONSEARCH  
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The documents are organized by ALG document number.  
They appear in the same order as in the list in Appendix A and are bookmarked for ease of reference. 
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History and Function

Name Kenogamissi River District

Dates of Existence 1794-1892

Function The Kenogamissi River District functioned as a fur trade district in the Southern
Department and Montreal Department.

Administrative History The Kenogamissi River District administered the posts in the Kenogamissi River
region between 1794 and 1892. From 1794-1821, it acted as a sub-district of the
Moose River District and was part of the Southern Department from 1810 until
1889. From 1774 to 1822, Kenogamissi served as the district's administrative
headquarters. Matawagamingue took the helm from 1822 until 1892.

Between 1794 and 1822, the posts and outposts that the Kenogamissi River
District operated were: Kenogamissi, Frederick House, Matawagamingue, Flying
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Post, Pushquagamy Lake, Wowayaston Carrying Place, and Wyaskash Lake. After
1822, the district only operated three posts: Matawagamingue, Flying Post, and
Matachewan.

The Kenogamissi River District received its supplies from Moose Factory via Long
Portage. Moose Factory servants dropped them off at this site, at which point
Kenogamissi servants picked them up. After 1843 or 1844, Kenogamissi servants
were required to travel to Moose Factory to get these supplies. At this time, returns
also began to decline, since local aboriginal hunters were attracted to free traders in
the Lake Huron area. These factors led to the transfer of the Kenogamissi River
District to the Montreal Department in 1889. In 1892, the district was dissolved.
Matawagamingue and Flying Posts merged into the Lake Huron District, and
Matachewan moved to the Timiskaming District.

Other names Kenogamissi District

Kinogumessee District

Kennoogumissee District

Kenogamissi River Department

Key People Click here for a list of Key People involved with this Entity

[Top]

Controlling Entities

Kenogamissi River District reported directly to the following entities:

1794-1821 Hudson's Bay Company. Moose River District
1821-1889 Hudson's Bay Company. Southern Department
1889-1892 Hudson's Bay Company. Montreal Department

[Top]

Click here for a list of entities that reported directly to Kenogamissi River District

[Top]

Archival Record Series Created by this Entity

7479 Kenogamissi River District reports (Kenogamissi)
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7489 Kenogamissi River District and Matawagamingue reports
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