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Father Brunet History-Letter to Bishop

In January 1845, Father Brunet and Father Eusebe Durocher were the
first Oblates to undertake the difficult work as missionaries to the
lumber camps on the Gatineau and Ottawa River throughout the
Ottawa Valley but in November, he returned to Longueil to devote

himself to parish missions.

Father Charles Chiniquy was trying to coerce and steal the members of
the Catholic Parishes. So, in October 1858, Father Lucien Antoine Lagier
and Father Brunet were asked by Bishop Bourget to go back and stop
him from his shenanigans.

(See attached Biography PDF File on Alexandre Auguste Brunet)

Father Alexandre Auguste Brunet, was a missionary priest of Saint
Sulpice. He wrote this letter and sent it to Bishop Ignace Bourget who
was the Bishop of the Montreal diocese at that time. There was
something sneaky going on that he wanted to talk about at a later date
when he got back.

(See Original Letter and Photo Attached)



Letter dated 1845, and has been stamped as “Ex Bibliotheque”
(IXX1-1911) Saint Sulpice.

This letter was originally written in French by Father Brunet
(Sgnr) Bourget

Le vingt trois juin, mil huit cent quarante cing vous (Choise ou charge) (moi)
pretre seculiere (Sic) d’aller evangeliser les regions lointaines du Nord-Ouest
de I'.....diocese de Saint Sulpice. J’arrais croissant a la petit mission de Lisle
aux Allumettes dans I'automne le vingt deux September. Avec deux jeunes
Indiens (........ ) du Lac de Deux Montagne, je(repose) (au ou en (secrete) avec
un voyageur Thomas Lagarde dit St Jean (g) un member Macons et aussi
descender d’Algonquins. 1l est un fugitive, et est condamne a mort par le
pouvoir des (Anglis) de Montreal. Je (Suis) renter a Montreal avec voyageur
Urguet St. Jean de Francois de Templeton, et alors retourner dans les
Nepigon. Nous avons profite (sic) certaine choses don’t je pourrais vous
entretenir a fond dans peu.

Brunet

This is the (rough) English translation of Father Brunet’s letter
(His Eminence) Bourget

The twenty third of June, 1845, you (directed or chose) (me) a community
priest to evangelize in the distant regions of the North West from the
...diocese of Saint Sulpice. | came across the little mission at Lisle aux
Allumette in the fall the twenty second of September. With two young
Indians (....... ) from Lake of Two Mountains, | (stayed) (secretly) with a
voyageur Thomas Lagarde dit St Jean, (who is) a member of the Masons and
also descended from Algonquins. He is a fugitive and has been condemned
to death under the authority of the English of Montreal. | will return to
Montreal with the voyageur Urquet St. Jean of St Francois of Templeton, and
later return among the Nipigon. We have the benefit of certain matters
which | can discuss with you in depth soon.

Brunet



N

Document in Question:

With regards to the document referred to as the fraudulent document
written by Father Brunet to Bishop Bourget. We respectfully request
that the Tribunal ask that this document along with the Urgel St.Jean
marriage document be re-evaluated by a qualified and unbiassed
handwriting expert. We feel that these documents support each other
in that they were written on the same day and by the same person
Father Brunet who signed both documents, therefore giving credence
to their authenticity.

(See Attached-June 23, 1845-Urgul St Jean Marriage by Father Brunet)

(See Attached English Translation-Church Record Book 1841-1848-
Urguel St Jean Marriage)

Urgel St. Jean and Thomas Lagarde arrived in the same canoe at the
same place and time. We have also attached a document from Bishop
Bourget wrote at a later time. It describes Bourget's particular interest
in the missionaries of the upper Ottawa River and how he encourages
the missionaries to write to him and visit him to tell him about what is
happening.

(See the 11-page PDF File Attached)
Please look at the last page for two highlighted paragraphs.

(See attached is an English Translation of this PDF Document)

Submitted By:
Connie Mielke

Denise Chaput
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BRUNET, ALEXANDRE-AUGUSTE (he signed Auguste), priest, Oblate of
Mary Immaculate, missionary; b. 7 Oct. 1816 at Pont-en-Royans (dept of Isere,
France), son of Jean-Baptiste Brunet, a merchant, and Marie Blain; d. 27 June
1866 at Montreal.

Alexandre-Auguste Brunet attended the College de Saint-Marcellin and the
Petit Séminaire de Cote-Saint-André in Isere. In 1837 he joined the army but left
it the following year and completed his studies at the Petit Séminaire. He was
admitted to the noviciate of the Oblates of Notre-Dame de 1'Osier on 14 Aug.
1841, took his perpetual vows there on 15 Aug. 1842, and began his theological
studies. He was sent to Canada at the end of 1843, and Bishop Ignace Bourget*
ordained him priest at Longueuil on 29 Aug. 1844.

Father Brunet and Father Eusébe Durocher were the first Oblates to undertake
the difficult work as missionaries to the lumber camps on the Gatineau and
Ottawa rivers. He went there as early as January 1845, but in November returned
to Longueuil to devote himself to parish missions. He was recalled to the lumber
camp mission in 1849, and lived at Bytown (Ottawa) where he ministered to
young lumbermen on their way through the town. He was also engaged in
directing the seminarists and gave a few courses at the local college. At the same
time he took charge of preaching and was chaplain at the mother house of the
Grey Nuns. His favourite work, however, was in the lumber camps among the
employees whom he visited regularly and called his “dear children.” Brunet left a
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small manuscript entitled “Le guide des voyageurs,” dedicated to Joseph-Bruno
Guigues*, bishop of Bytown. The work, drafted after 1848, contains a series of
canticles, a kind of treatise on the “temporal and spiritual duties of the voyageur”
and “religious exercises for the voyageur.” The canticles, set to familiar tunes
such as “Quand Marianne s’en va au moulin” or “Un Canadien errant,” showed
the missionary’s concern to adapt himself to the mentality of the faithful. In
September 1855 Brunet had to give up his ministry because of poor health. He
went to the Oblate residence of Saint-Pierre-Apotre at Montreal, to devote
himself once more to popular preaching in Canada and in several American
dioceses.

At this time the preaching in Illinois of the former Oblate, Charles-Paschal-
Télesphore Chiniquy*, was attracting people away from the Roman Catholic

Church, and Bishop Anthony O’Regan of Chicago turned to Bishop Bourget for
assistance. The latter passed on the request to Mgr Guigues who demurred
somewhat, asserting that the mission was far away and they were short of men;
finally, in October 1858, Fathers Lucien-Antoine Lagier* and Brunet were sent to
fight the schism. They exercised their apostolate first at Bourbonnais; then
Brunet went to Kankakee while Lagier took over the mission at St Anne, Ill.
Following their preaching, “about 150 schismatics” returned to the practice of the
Catholic religion. When the missionaries were preparing to return to Canada,
Chiniquy had Father Brunet arrested, “on the false pretext,” Le Canadien wrote,
“that the reverend Father had accused him of having had the church at
Bourbonnais burned down in 1853.” Thanks to a bond of more than $2,000 put
up by the Catholics of Kankakee, Brunet was able to return immediately to
Canada. Chiniquy brought a libel action against Brunet, however, in the circuit
court of Kankakee, which began on 13 April 1859. The missionary was ordered to
pay Chiniquy damages amounting to $4,625. An appeal was launched and a new
trial was held in January 1860. The jury sustained the verdict of guilty but
reduced the fine to $2,500. The bishop of Chicago then decided to bring the case
before the United States Supreme Court, but later abandoned the plan. Brunet
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declared himself insolvent and was forced to go to prison in May 1861. He thus
obliged Chiniquy to pay his board in prison, instead of his paying Chiniquy the
damages fixed by the judge. An enterprising Catholic managed to engineer
Brunet’s escape after three months of confinement, and the priest returned to
Montreal in August. The affair seems to have had no sequel.

Even though his imprisonment played a large part in destroying his already
impaired health, Brunet none the less continued to preach until he was stricken
with paralysis in 1866. He died in June, leaving behind him the memory of a
good-humoured and simple man who had distinguished himself by his zest for
work.

GASTON CARRIERE

AHO, Auguste Brunet, “Le guide des voyageurs . ..”; Nérée Gingras, “Mémoire du proces
du pere Brunet, oblat, de sa condamnation, de son emprisonnement, de son évasion de
la prison de Kankakee . . .”. Archives départementales de I'Isére (Grenoble), Etat civil,
Pont-en-Royans, 7 oct. 1816. Archives des Sceurs grises de la Croix d’Ottawa,
Correspondance Bruyere 21 janv. 1845. Archives provinciales O.M.I. (Montréal), Codex
historicus, Montréal, I, 157—62 (copies at AHO). Rapport sur les missions du diocese de
Québec . . ., no.10 (mars 1853), 88—95; no.11 (mars 1855), 17—21. Le Canadien, 26 nov.
1858. Notices nécrologiques des O.M.1., 1, 273—99. Carriere, Hist. des O.M.I., 1, 11, IV.
[C.-P.-T. Chiniquy], Mes combats, autobiographie de Charles Chiniquy, apétre de la
tempérance du Canada (Montréal, s.d.). Marcel Trudel, Chiniquy (2€ éd., [Trois-
Rivieres], 1955), 209. Gaston Carriere, “Une mission tragique aux Illinois; Chiniquy et
les oblats,” RHAF, VIII (1954—55), 518—55. Léo Deschatelets, “Le guide des voyageurs,”
La Banniére de Marie-Immaculée (Ottawa), XLVIII (1940), 82—92.

General Bibliography

© 1976—2023 University of Toronto/Université Laval
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Church Record Book 1841-1848

English Translation:

Urquel St Jean Marriage Ceremony

23-June 1845 After the purification of the marriage bond of Urguel we
resume the journey of the mass of the mission of St. Francois de
Templeton. Having granted them the (Blessing) of the two bands in
(vertexes) for you, granted to us by the Monseigneur Ignace Bourget
Orequel De Montreal between Urgel St Jean, (Voyageur-traveller), son
of age of Francois St Jean and of Geivieve Gardine of the parish of
I'Assomption on the one hand and Sophie Sequin dite Labrunete
daughter of Andre Sequin dit Labrunete and of Marie Archange Proulx
Sequin of Templeton on the other hand, between them one finds, to
the said marriage no explicate before and the consents of the parents
and the parties the missionary priest, you signify on the mutual
consents (nuptial blessing) in the presence of Leona or Louise Galipeau
and of Paul Daguret or Dajunet and Francois Monet who are declared
to know signatures.

Brunet
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Québec, le 15 janvier 1965.

A Monsicur Pierre Laporte
Ministre des Affaires Culturelles,
Hétel du Gouvernement,
Québec.

Monsicur le Ministre,

J'ai I'honnecur de vous soumettre le Rapport des
Archives du Québec, pour les années 1961-1964, le quarante-deuxiéme
tome de la séric inaugurée en 1920-1921.

Je vous prie d'agréer, Monsicur le Ministre, 1'expres-
sion de mes sentiments les plus respectucux.

L' Archiviste du Québec,
BerNaArD WEILBRENNER.
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Introduction

Le présemt Rapport contient I'analyse de la correspondance de Mgr
Bourget pour I'année 1845 et un inventaire sommaire des archives du
Séminaire des Trois-Rividres. Nous désirons exprimer 3 nos collabo-
ratesrs tous nos remerciements pour leur contribution. Nows nous proposons
de publier dans un proche avensr d' autres inventasres de déplts régionaux:
Ves chercheurs risqueront moins de négliger des sources importantes pour
notre histoire. '

Deux nouvelles publications se sont ajoutées a VInventaire des
greffes des notaires du régime frangais. Le volume XX renferme I index
du greffe de Louis Chambalon (1692-1716), le volume XXI, celui

des greffes de Joseph-Charles Raimbault (1127-1737) et de Guillaume
Barette (1709-1744). :

Nous publierons trés bientdt la table alpbabétique des matilres
des rapports déja parus. Ainsi pourra-t-on facilement retrouwver les
articles ev les documents publiés depuis plus de trente ans.

 Une prochaine publication renfermera le répertoire général des
collections de documents des Archives; on y tromvera une description
Sommaire des archives officielles et privées. Cet ouvrage est en préparation
depuis un an; on a établi I authenticitté de milliers d'articles et de
. pidces avant de les classer. Le public et les chercheurs pourront, sans

avoir @ se déplacer, connadtre la richesse et la diversité des Archives,
qu'ils ne powvaient, jusqu'ici, que soupgonmer. Celles-ci, d ailleurs,
s’ augmentent avec les années. Voici la liste des additions importantes
les plus récentes:

.~ Archives de la Société des Ecrivains canadiens (1928-1963),
20 pieds courants. Don de la Sociéré.

— Papiers de Sir George Garnean (1890-1920), 3 pieds courants.
Don de la famille.

— Archives du département de I’ Instruction publique (1925-1936),
300 pieds courants. Documents versés par le ministire de I' Education.

— Recensements du Québec, 1825-1871, comprenant 206 bobines
de documents sur microfilm. Archives publiques du Canada.

— Papiers de Sir Frangois-Xavier Lemienx, 1860-1890 (8 pouces).
Don de Mére Sainte-Thérése-de-Notre-Dame, C.N.-D.
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— Documents officiels relavifs aux affaires culturelles, 1867-1957,
14 cartons. Secrétariat du Québec.

— Archives des Colonses, série Cl1A (1663-17_89)hi¢ _série B
(1540-1784) comprenant la corvespondance générals entre le Canada e
la France, 325 bobines de documents sur microfilm. Archives publiques
du Canada. .

En vertu d'une entente avec les Archives publiques du Canada,
nous recevrons bientds trois autres séries trés importantes posr I'bistoire
du Canada de documents sur microfilm. Correspondance entre le « Colonial
Office » et le Canada: séric G1 (Canada) et CO 42, 1760-1867, 319
bobines, et Procés-verbaux du Conseil législatif et du Comsesl exéoutif,
(1764-1867) 25 bobines.

Nous avons aussi acheté un certain nombre de cartes, domt 142
cartes marines ayant appartenu au capitaine J.-E. Bernser, ¢t un grand
nombre de médailles et de pidces de momnaie, ainsi que quelques photo-
graphies et gravares. & :

Trois titulaires de diplomes d bistoive délivrés par des universisés
canadiennes, Mile B. Chassé ¢ MM. André Lefort o J.-G. Pelletier
sont entrés en fonctions aux Archives, @ titre d archivistes. M. Antomso
Drolet assure la direction de la bibliothique, tandis que M. Antoine
Pelletier a ésé préposé a la conservation des cartes, peintures, gravures,
phatographies et pices d'exposition. s '

Des plans ons ésé préparés pour véaminager les locaux de fagon
@ les rendre plus fonctionnels, & permettre la consultation le soir et les
fins de semaine et @ accélirer le versement aux Archives des documenss
périmés des ministéres. Sy :

Le personnel des Archives a fourni un effors sousenu et manifesté
un grand esprit de collaboration: je vewx lui en exprimer sci tous mes
remierciements. :
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REMARQUES

Tous les documents ici analysés sont conservés i la Chmnhlene du diocdse
de Montréal, sauf le billet de Mgr Bourget 2 M. Quiblier, daté du 3 novembre
1845, et dont 1'original sc trouve aux archives de Sains-Sulpice, 5.21, m
Bourges. s ; R

Quand le nom du destinataire d'une lettre utmpagnéde la mention
présent, il faut entendre que le destinataire est présems 3 I' fofché et que le document
lui est remis de main 4 main.

Sigles: RLB: Registre des lettres de Mgr Bourget

RC: Registre de 1a Chancelleric

Les Archives ont déja publié plusicurs tranches de 1'inventaire de la corres-

pondance de Mgr Bourget:
Correspondance 1837-1840, 1945-1946: 137-224
Correspondance 1840-1841, 1946-1947: 81-175
Correspondance 1842-1843, 1948-1949: 343-477
Correspondance 1844, 1955-1957: 179-221



,mandez aux personnes charitables d'y avoir 1'oeil. »

La correspondance de Mgr

Bourget pour l'année 1845 nous apporte des renseignements

recicux sur notre histoire religieuse que les chercheurs ont tout
intéréct 4 connaitre. : |

 On a peinc 4 comprendre aujourd’hui 1'importance de la
visite de I'évéque, il y a cent ans, dans nos paroisses rurales.
C'éraic I'événement de I'année: le passage du représentant de
Jésus-Christ, le distributcur des grices divines. D’éloquents
sermons, de majestucuses cérémonies liturgiques, un concours de
pl‘étrcsécsnnéi faciliter la réception des sacrements créaient une
atmosphére commune de foi intense, ou il faisait bon de vivre.
Mais cclg.,n',-a.lla.it.gas-m,ﬁclqncs.inconvénicnts, De nombreux
fideles ne pouvaient rentrer chez eux le soir, tant la distance était
longue ct les chemins impraticables. Pendant trois ou quatre
lﬂq@._ih.&log'eiigm ct mangeaient ou jelinaient au village. D'on
¢ conscil de I'évéque 4 1'un ﬁ:ascs' curés, le 2 aotit: « Il ne faudra
pas oublier de dire 4 vos gens que, pendant ces visites, un certain
nombre de personnes ont coutume de souffrir de la faim; car,
venant de loin sans provisions, et étant obliﬁécs d’attendre long-
temps leur tour, elles se trouvent réduites 4 la misére. Recom-
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French Article :

Mgr Bourget attache une grande importance a | 'apostolat des
chantiers dans la région d'Ottawa. Tl pourvoit les missionnaires de tres
amples pouvoirs spirituels et de tres sages directives. Il veut que ceux-ci
accompagnent leurs hommes quand, la saison terminée, ils reviennent
a Montréal OU a Québec.

Il est encourageant pour les jeunes prétres qui tremblent de tous leurs
membres quand ils montent en chaire. Il a des tendresses particulieres
pour les missionnaires qui vivent dans l'isolement, le dénuement et
I'ennui. Il s'intéresse a leurs travaux, leur demande de lui & écrire
souvent et de venir de voir en Montréal.

English Translation :

Bishop Bourget attached great importance to the workcamp apostolate
in the Ottawa area. He provided the missionaries with very ample
spiritual powers and very wise directives. He wanted them to
accompany their men when, at the end of the season, they returned to
Montreal or Quebec.

He is encouraging to the young priests who tremble with all their limbs
when they go to the pulpit. He has special tenderness for the
missionaries who live in isolation, destitution, and boredom. He is
interested in their work, asks them to write to him often and to come
and see him in Montreal.
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