The following submissions containing historical information was made by C. Bastien on behalf
of himself and his community in support of the inclusion of Ancestor Anna Mcdonald-
Mcdonnell and Cecile McDonnell-Mawiskak.
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Mattawa/North Bay Algonquin First Nation
318 Main Street, P.O. Box 1330
Mattawa, ON POH 1V0

0 705-744-3360
F 705-744-3361
Algonquin Tribunal
January 18, 2023

Re: Anna McDonell & Cecile Mcdonell reports

Kwey Algonquin Tribunal members,

We have combined the 2 reports as we believe that they are the same family. (Anna McDonell is
the niece of Cecile McDonell, Cecile McDonell is the brother of Alexander McDonell and both
Cecile and Alexander McDonell have the same parents Allan McDonell and Margaret Anne
Cameron)

Alexander McDonell: Alexander McDonell was married in July 1837 and is listed as “Majeur”
which means that he was 21 years or older (born prior to July 1816). We also know that
Alexander entered the Hudson Bay Company on July 14, 1826. His father signed on his behalf
meaning that he was 20 years or younger. (Born sometime after July 14, 1806) From his 1826
contract, most likely he was somewhere between 17 to 20 years old. So Alexander would have
been born somewhere between 1806 & 1809.

Cecile McDonell: Cecile McDonell was married in June 1837 and is listed as”Majeur” which
means that she was 21years or older (born prior to June 1816) Cecile died in April 1875 at the age
of 62 (born abt 1813)

1861 census Cecile is listed as 48 years old (born 1813)Also notice on the 1861 census record that
Narcisse and is son are separately listed on the same page. Narcisse Sr is listed as 50 years on one
(born 1801) and 55 (born 1806) on the other one and we know that Narcisse was born in 1807.
1871 census Cecile is listed as 64 years old (born 1807)

From the above records, Cecile would have been born between 1807 and 1816. Joan’s report
says 1807-1813

The reason to compare both Cecile and Alexander McDonell’s ages are to show that Alexander
and Cecile were both born at about the same time. Alexander could possibly be even a little bit
older than Cecile.

Margaret Anne Cameron: The only place that Margaret Anne Cameron’s age is recorded is on
her death record. In Joan Homes’ report, she indicated that Margaret Ann was 86 years old when
she past away. This is incorrect as it states that she was 96 years old “quatre vinght seiz(e)” . 86




would have been written quatre vinght six. On the exact same page on the bottom by the same
priest, he write 10 as” dix ans”. Very clearly written.

Margaret Ann also had another daughter Sophie who married John Livingston on December 18,
1834. She was baptized on December 17, 1834 as an adult as she married the next day. If she was
of age at her marriage (21) she would have been born around 1813 or before. Joan list her as born
1811.

Margaret Anne was born in about 1789. This is consistent with all internet searches and
with all the documents that were provided. We disagree that Margaret couldn’t be the
mother of Cecile due to her age. She was plenty old enough to be the mother for Alexander,
Sophie and Cecile as well.

Connections between Alexander McDonell and Cecile McDonell:

Anna McDonell was baptized on June 15, 1845 in Temiscaming and her godfather was her uncle
Narcisse Dorion or Lorion who was married to Cecile McDonell.

Daniel Dorion was baptized on May 30, 1847 in Mattawa and his godmother was his aunt Marie
Anne McKay who was married to Alexander McDonell.

Alexandre Dorion was baptized on September 27, 1849 in Mattawa and his godfather was his
uncle Alexander McDonell.

Alfred McDonell was baptized on June 20, 1864 in Mattawa and his godmother was the father’s
cousin Marguerite Dorion, daughter of Narcisse and Cecile.

Allen McDonell was baptized on July 27, 1873 in Mattawa and his godparents were his uncle and
aunt Narcisse Dorion & Cecile McDonell.

It’s clear of the connection between these 2 families are related. This is NOT just
coincidence.

We believe that Alexander McDonell and Cecile McDonell are full brother and sister.
Alexander McDonell’s 2 children Anna & Sophie are clearly listed as Algonquins, Cecile
McDonell’s daughter Caroline is listed as Indian of the 1881 census record, Marie Cecile as
Indian on the 1881 census and Red on the 1901 census, Sophie is listed as Indian on the 1881
Census and Red on the 1901 census. Alexander McDonell is mentioned many times as a
native will working with the Hudson Bay Company.

I’ve attached documents for your reference.
This has been very hard on her family and would hope that this information will help with your

deliberations.

%
Chief Clifford Bastien Jr.
Mattawa/North Bay Algonquin First Nation
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