The following submission containing historical information was made by C. Paquette

in support of the inclusion of Ancestor Joseph Paquette.



Charles Paquette

67 Murphy Road
Petawawa, ON

K8H 1W8
scpaquette@sympatico.ca

November 15, 2022
VIA EMAIL: tribunal@tanakiwin.com

Algonquin Tribunal
Algonquins of Ontario
Consultation Office

31 Riverside Drive, Suite 101
Pembroke, ON K8A 8R6

Dear Tribunal Members:

Re: Joseph Paquette, RIN# 11371

I write further to the Algonquin Tribunal with reference to Joseph Paquette RIN #11371, an historic person
on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.

| support the inclusion of Joseph Paquette on the Schedule of Ancestors.

My Algonquin Ancestry

My ancestors in the Paquette family have lived in the Petawawa area for two centuries, and in Lower
Canada before that, in territory that falls both in and outside of the AOO’s settlement area.

Other Paquettes have lived here too. The landmarks across the settled area of the traditional Algonquin
territory bears hallmark to our historic presence: places like Paquette’s Landing, Paquette Road,
Paquette Rapids and the Paquette lodging at the Deep River Indian Settlement. | do not know how, if at
all, I am related to those Paquettes, but | know that they were here.

Before that time, | know only what | have been told by my ancestors.

When | was a child, | learned that my grandfather, John Isaias Paquette, was native. It came out in
arguments between him and my grandmother and was never explicitly discussed.

Emile Paquette, held his grandfather’s, and great-grandfather’s, trap line knowledge in the Ottawa River
basin. My relative Gerry Paquette holds this knowledge to this day.

My father, Edgar Paquette, also never spoke of his ancestry. He was given the nickname White Owl, the
etymology and significance of which was never explained to me.

| did not question this information, nor did | seek out more information. This was a time when Indigenous
ancestry was to be hidden, shunned, and not spoken of, so | didn’t.

I did not truly question who | was until the Algonquins of Ontario opened their doors to invite me into their
community, as a descendant of a person present on the Schedule of Ancestors. This began the process
of answering the questions | had grappled with since my youth. Teachers questioning my identity as a
native boy (I recall at the age of 11 or 12 the nuns taught my class how to make moccasins. It became
apparent to them that | was a “natural” at this craft and | was encouraged to make many more. | was
also taught how to weave baskets from wood roots that were soaked in water to make them soft and



pliable. The nuns had me make 2 identical baskets that when finished, would be used in Our Lady of
Sorrows church for the congregation’s collection.) My grandmother (also Algonquin) teaching me to
collect traditional medicines and how to use them. Emile Paquette’s trap lines, and the knowledge that
was passed down to him from his father and father’s father. The times | spent hunting and fishing with
my grandfather and father in the areas of the Petawawa River, Ottawa River Valley and Chalk River.
Trapping rabbits from a young age to help support my family. None of this was taught to me in reference
to an historic ancestor or seeking to prove my identity, but all of it finally made sense.

For twenty years | have been a contributing member of my Algonquin community. | have served in its
governance structures, attended meetings, voted on resolutions, and contributed my traditional
knowledge of hunting and fishing the lands near Petawawa to the Algonquin Knowledge Land Use Study.
I have been bestowed the highest honour of presenting my moose harvest to my Algonquin Elders. | will
continue to invest in my community, share what | have learned, and would like to continue to contribute
to its governance.

Now, the same community that opened its doors to me learning more about myself seeks to close those
doors, without even an answer as to who they propose is the individual that received me into the
community in the first place. At the very least, there is no reason to exclude Joseph Paquette from the
Schedule of Ancestors until there is some effort made to identify the Joseph Paquette, or Payette, present
on the 1825 Census. Although | don’t agree with the conclusion, all that has been identified thus far is
who Joseph Paquette potentially is not.

As | have said, my family is not the only Paquette historically established in the region. Relying on a
mere suggestion of a transcription error without evidence of how this conclusion could be drawn and what
person this otherwise would refer to, and in the process stripping me and other Paquettes of our
connection to the community, is unfair. It does not meet the teachings of our Seven Grandfathers.

What | wish this Tribunal to recognize is the harm that this process has caused, and has the potential to
cause.

I have been asked to question my identity with sources | cannot identify, and doubt exist. | have been
asked to acknowledge a relationship to persons | have never heard of in my life, and forget what | was
told directly by my family. | have been told my identity turns on the interpretation of the letter “q” or “y” in
an 1800’s document, without a source or an alternative suggestion.

Most importantly, if Joseph Paquette is removed from the Schedule of Ancestors, | will be asked to give
up my community.

Whatever path this Tribunal takes, | hope they will acknowledge the significance of their decision. | hope
that future Algonquin individuals will not be cast in — or out — of favour with the mere suggestion of a
supposed spelling error. | hope that process, fairness and the teachings of the Seven Grandfathers will
govern.

Please consider this letter my submission to the Tribunal.

Thank you, meegwetch.

Charles Paquette

Attach. (5)
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The “Indian Settlement “consisted of a number of families:

+ the Lamures (descendants of Baptiste Lamure),
* the Doles,

the Adams/ Lucas and

Pilons,

Brindles and Paquette.

Pictured here are Dave Adams/Lucas and his wife Mary
Dole with possibly Mary Adams, their youngest child.
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OCT 07,2020

SUBJECT: OSWALD PAQUETTE stating to his son
DWIGHT PAQUETTE im conversation that
the PAQUETTE family had a native blood
line (ALGONQUIN) thrw his father and was
known by other family members.

I DWIGHT PAQUETTE MAKE this statement
as true and factual




FAMILY HISTORY SUBMITTED BY RONALD ROMAIN,SR.

OLIVER PAQUETTE, WHO WAS MY GREAT GRANDFATHER, SETTLED IN BLACK BAY IN 1861. HE
MARRIED OLIVE CHARTRAND IN 1863. THEY SETTLED AT PAQUETTE”S LANDING ON THE

HIS SON. XAVIOR PAQUETTE, FOLLOWED IN HIS FATHER”S FOOTSTEPS. XAVIOR WAS BORN IN
1890 AND ALGONQUIN PARK WAS INCORPORATED IN 1893. HE. ALSO LIVED IN BLACK BAY.

EVENTUALLY, WERE CAUGHT BY A JAMES TURCOTTE, PARK RANGER, WHO TURNED .THEM iI\/I
AND THEY SERVED JAIL TIME FOR TRAPPING AND HUNTING IN THE PARK. THEY CONTINUED
HUNTING AND TRAPPING IN THE PARK BUT WERE MORE CAUTIOUS.

LATER YEARS, XAVIOR TOOK A JOB GUIDING AT LAKE TRAVERSE. | ASSUME IT WAS AT

TURTLE LODGE. HE THEN TOOK A POSITION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND FORESTS
AS A PARK RANGER HIMSELF, PATROLLING THE PETAWAWA RIVER

JOHN ISSAC PAQUETTE, A BROTHER TO XAVIOR, ALSO, TOOK A JOB AS PARK RANGER ARQUND
THE SAME PERIOD. THEY WORKED AT THESE POSITIONS FOR MOST OF THEIR LIVES.

L MYSELF, SINCE 1959 HAVE HUNTED AND FISHED WITH MY FATHER AND BROTHERS. I HELD A
POSITION WITH THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR APPROXIMATELY 15 YEARS,
WORKING IN THE BUSH AND BEING A PARK RANGER ON THE PETAWAWA RIVER

ALEXINA, MY MOTHER. WOULD BRING ALL OF OUR FAMILY PICKING BERRIES IN THE MILITARY
CAMP EVERY YEAR TO MAKE PRESERVES FOR THE WINTER. THERE WERE TEN CHILDREN. SHE

STATES THAT SHE, ALSO. WENT PICKING BERRIES WITH HER PARENTS AND SIBLINGS. EACH
YEAR.

WHEN MY SONS, RON, TODD AND JIM. WERE OLD ENOUGH TO COME ALONG. I HAD THEM

FISHING AND CANOEING ON THE PETAWAWA RIVER SYSTEM. THEY. ALSO, HUNTED FROM AGE

15 TO THE PRESENT TIME. THEY NOW THEMSELVES TAKE THEIR OWN CHILDREN HUNT ING AND
FISHING.

OUR FAMILY TREE BRANCHES OUT TO NAMES SUCH AS TURCOTTES. CHARTRANDS.
VAILLANCOURTS.

HISTORICAL POINTS; PAQUETTE’S LANDING ON THE PETAWAWA RIVER
PAQUETTES RAPIDS MENTIONED IN 1888 AT ALLUMETTF IS AND WHERE
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John Isaias Paquette (“Dad”) was a Fire/Forest Ranger in Algonquin Park here
instructing students.
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“Dad” in canoe with students. Written on back of photo — Grand Lake, Algonquin
Park.
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John frying fish over a campfire.



ALEASNSE [LooTHIER . CARFIELD

Alphonse Clouthier with Garfield Paquette (Son of John Paquette) displaying a
catch of trout. Alphonse married Mary-Jane Paquette (Sister of John Paquette).
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John Paquette, son Garfield Paquette and brother-in-law Alphonse Clouthier
displaying a beaver.
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