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Enrolment Officer’s Reply to Questions from Tribunal re Louis Michiminanakwatwe RIN #7619

Replies to Tribunal Questions re Louis Michiminanakwatwe Enrolment
Officer’s Report dated July 2022

The Tribunal has posed two questions to which the Enrolment Officer is providing replies. New
documents cited in the reply that are not provided with the original report dated July 2022 are
appended to this reply.

Question A

The Enrolment Officer’s Report indicates that the marriage document for Louis Michiminanakwatwe
states that Louis Michiminanakwatwe was “abénaquis adopté par les népissings”. Furthermore, this
marriage was witnessed by known Algonquins/Nipissings. From an ethno-historical perspective, is it
reasonable to infer that the Algonquin/Nipissing witnesses approved of Louis Michiminanakwatwe
being identified as “adopté par les népissings”?

Enrolment Officer’s Reply:

Louis Michiminanakwatwe (RIN #7619) was identified on his 1801 marriage record as an Abenaqui who
had been adopted by the Nipissing (abénaquis adopté par les népissings). His bride’s tribal affiliation
was not recorded. The witnesses to this marriage were known Algonquin men who are listed on the
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors, namely Jacques 8ab8ttik (RIN #7489) and Louis Ketchi8igaba8itch (RIN
#7609). Louis was likely born around 1778, but it was unknown at what age he was adopted.

In her discussion of Algonquian societies, renowned Anthropologist, Regna Darnell, notes that adoption
was a common practice amongst Algonquian-speakers, the language group to which Algonquins belong.
She states,

Genealogy incorporates those who move or marry in, along with their
descendants, as full members, in a model of social relations which is only in
part "biological” in its basis. ... Adoption is a common pattern across
Algonquian groups."?

Indian Department Superintendent, James Hughes, who had worked with the Algonquins and Nipissings
at Oka since 1827, noted that children born outside of marriage were not discriminated against. They
were adopted into the tribe and the child was “looked upon as well as if it was legitimate.”? Records
from Oka suggest that orphaned children, including those with non-Algonquin/Nipissing heritage were
adopted by Algonquins and Nipissings and integrated into the community. Two examples are given
below.

1 ALG-03390

2 Regna Darnell, “Rethinking the Concepts of Band and Tribe, Community and Nation: An Accordion Model of
Nomadic Native American Social Organization”, David H. Pentland, ed, Papers of the Twenty-Ninth Algonquian
Conference, Volume 29 (1998) pp. 93-4. Regna Darnell is an anthropologist at the University of Western Ontario.
She founded their First Nations Studies Program in 2003. She held an adjunct appointment in Anthropology at
McMaster University 1994-2010. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.

3 Appendix 7, Bagot Report [ALG-90267]. Report of the Affairs of the Indians in Canada, laid before the Legislative
Assembly, 20th March, 1845. Appendix 7. DIAND E92, C211 outsize.
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Example 1: Two sisters, who were the natural children of “Agathe” a woman from St Regis (now
Akwesasne) and a French man were adopted by Algonquin women. One was adopted by Elisabeth
Wabimangokwe (RIN #7653) of the Lake of Two Mountains mission, who married Louis Nikik (RIN
#7652), a prominent Algonquin chief. The other was adopted by Agnes Kiweabanokwe (RIN #6735), a
Nipissing.

One of the sisters, Elisabeth Gagnon dit Nipinekijikokwe (RIN #9070), was adopted by Elizabeth
Wabimangokwe who consented to her adopted daughter’s marriage to Frangois Antoine Nijikwiwisens
(RIN #9069) in July 1832 at Oka. The bride, Elizabeth, was an 18-year-old minor at the time of her
marriage (i.e., born ca. 1814).% Elisabeth’s age at marriage indicates that she must have been adopted as
a minor. The groom, Francois Antoine Nijikwiwisens, was a 22-year-old Nipissing, the son of Pichens and
Tchotchope, all three of whom are on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Antoine became a
prominent chief on the Mattawa.

The other sister, Brigitte Gagnon dite Pajitabanokwe (RIN #7554), was adopted by Agnes Kiweabanokwe
(RIN #6735) who consented to her marriage to Laurent Ochawen (RIN #6674) in 1826. Laurent was the
son of Benjamin Ozawakik (RIN #6669) and Marie Angelique Pepidedjiwanokwe (RIN #6670), who were
identified as Algonquins.®> The Ochawan parent’s family hunting grounds were on the Rouge River which
was traditionally occupied by an Algonquin group known as the Weskarini. Brigitte and Laurent baptized
their children at Oka indicating their ties to the Algonquins and Nipissings at that mission. Three
daughters of Brigitte and Laurent — Louise, Marie, and Elizabeth — married their cousins Jean Baptiste,
Francois, and Alexandre, who were the sons of her natural sister, Elizabeth Gagnon dit Nipinekijikokwe
and Antoine Nijikwiwisens.

The adoption of two sisters from an Indigenous woman from St. Regis, likely a Mohawk, and a French
man, by Algonquin/Nipissing women illustrates the practice of adoption of children, from other nations.
The subsequent marriage of the sisters to prominent Algonquin/Nipissing men indicates that there was
no attribution of inferior status attached to adopted children. In addition, the marriage of the sons and
daughters of two sisters’, one family from the Rouge River, the other from the Mattawa, to each other is
an example of the solidifying of family relations across Algonquin/Nipissing territory.

Example 2: Benjamin Weiwassang dit Leclerc (RIN #2172) was noted as being “canadien adopté par les
sauvages” on the 1844 burial record for his son.® Like Louis, he and his descendants were recorded in
other records as Nipissing/Algonquin. He is said to be Nipissing on his first marriage in August 1838
where he is noted as being the son of age of unknown parents (“garcon majeur né de parens inconnus”)
and living at the mission. He married an Odawa widow.” At his second marriage in November 1839 he is
noted as the Nipissing widower of his first wife, who was now marrying an Algonquin widow.2 On his
third marriage in 1847 he was noted as simply as a widower living at the mission. His third marriage was
to a minor Algonquin woman.® All of Benjamin’s marriages were witnessed by known
Algonquins/Nipissings. Taken together these documents show a pattern in which one document notes

* ALG-00341
®> ALG-00346
® ALG-05395
7 ALG-05142
8 ALG-5189
9 ALG-05468
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his adopted status (1844) while others identify him as Nipissing prior to and after the adopted
identification. Like Louis’ case, the witnesses and sponsors for this family were other know
Algonquins/Nipissings. Unlike Louis, Benjamin did not have Indigenous roots as he is identified as
“Canadien” meaning a Canadian of French heritage most likely from Lower Canada (now Quebec);
however, his parentage is noted as unknown. It is most likely that Benjamin was adopted as a child as he
is described as resident at the mission and of unknown parentage. He was born around 1815 and
therefore an adult at the time of his first marriage in 1838, but was not identified as adopted on a
document until 1844 when he would have been around 29 or 30. His repeated identification as Nipissing
suggests he was accepted into the community and generally accepted as a Nipissing kinsman.

Other examples of adoption have been located in Oka or census indicating that adoption was an
established kinship practice in which adoptees were fully integrated into the Algonquin/Nipissing
community and accepted and acknowledged as full kin. 1°

B. The Enrolment Officer’s Report indicates that Louis Michiminanakwatwe and his children are
consistently identified as Nipissing or Algonquin in various historical records. From an ethno-historical
perspective, what significance, if any, could the Tribunal attach to the fact that Louis and his children
are identified in historical documents as Nipissing or Algonquin and that those same documents
identify witnesses who are Algonquin or Nipissing?

Enrolment Officer’s Reply:

As noted in the Enrolment Officer’s report the children and grandchildren of Louis (RIN #7619) and his
wife Agnes (RIN #7620) were consistently identified in their own records as Algonquin or Nipissing in the
cases in which tribal identification was recorded. For example:

e Their son Jean Baptiste was baptized in 1802, with the child and his parents all identified as
Nipissings of the mission.!

e Their daughter Marie Henriette was baptized in 1812, with the parents identified as Nipissings
of the mission 2

e Their daughter Marie Anne was baptized in 1815, with the parents identified as Algonquins of
the mission 3

e Their son Jean Baptiste was described as Algonquin on his 1820 marriage record.*

e Their son Jean Baptiste was described as Algonquin on his 1834 burial record.

e Their grandson Pierre Nananjikijik (aka Sharbot) was identified as an Algonquin of the mission
when he married in 1848.%®

10 For example, ALG-05029, ALG-04995, ALG-03166, ALG-01406 (1901 census), ALG-01408 (1901 census)
11 ALG-03412
12 ALG-04049
13 ALG-04173
14 ALG-00327
15 ALG-04991
16 ALG-00335
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In addition, the documentation related to the children and grandchildren of Louis and Agnes indicate
that the family was supported by other Algonquins/Nipissings who stood as godparents or witnesses to
their important life events.

Taken together, these documents indicate that although of Abenaqui descent, Louis was adopted by
Nipissings, fully integrated into the Algonquin/Nipissing community and accepted and recognized as
Algonquin/Nipissing by virtue of his adoption.
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. - M Rose lan- ., 94’ fen qu.nq;h Langevain dit lagroix, fermier,
’ ‘gevain dite et de Josephte Rocheleau consentante, aussi de cet-
; . Laeroix te mission d'antre part et nous les avons mariés sui-
1 vant les loix et coutumes observées en la Sainte ¥
| ; Bglise en présence de J.B,laoroix, de Frangois la-.
1 \ 2 oroix de Marcille varridre, de Alexis lacroix, de
- Clet Haizenne, de Sophie M®ose Gauthier, de Hyacin-
the “hénier, de Antoine Chénier, tous parens oun a-
| mis des époux dont les uns ont signé avec nous et
{ les antres ainsi que les époux, ont déclaré ne sa
¢ ‘voir signer. s -
Hy Chénier Clet Raizenne &
Antoine Chénier ° Sophie Rose Gauthier -
H.MORBAU, ptre _ -

S

' i -

. e \
p e s > N - : ‘ ;
/ /\ - e PN A_‘.”»v,h.:‘.,:_‘....—-
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cette mis-
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N - -
*

e tbatgus & er thkemt - ——
. par noas re missionnaire 80 Ca été
. 7 ::u Anne décédée le sept du courant dans les ter-
Marie Anne de  res de chasse des sanvages, de dix mois, fille
' légitime de Senoit Koninl et de téolle Wakitadji- -

\Eomial - . Ganokwe algonquins, ds cette mission. - Présents,
~.. Hyaecinthe vin dit Laoroix et Joseph Sathere
SN : qul n'ont su signers st \
: - H,DUFRESNB, ptre

: - Le vingt cing mai mil buit -cent quarante
B sept par nous tre soussigné, a été baptisée Ma-
i - . rie Yéoile Philomdne, fllle légitime de . ngois Xa

e Marie Gécile Phi- vier hpttt ot de Marie Anne Utickwekijikokwe al
NG A i . 0BgEing de8 ette mission, née depais un mois daps =~

lomdne Paplnemu T " ' .c de chasse, Marraine Marie Catherine 0-
: pimatanokwe qui a su signer. Le pire absent. . 5

*-~ " Mani Gatherine Upimatanokwe : it
: J.AQUSTIN, ptre

e - Le vingt hait mai mil hait eent quarante
S o ”:-:xmt.mﬁ. (i g T -
i - s ® 8 ique décédée la veille B
_ "' Marie Angélique de mois, fille time de Thoms Sakokennl et .
- de Sakokenni  de Marie Magdeleine KonBatlense, iroquois &e cette
i mission; <résents Joseph Tiohokathe et Joseph Sa- -

- : e there qui n'ont sa signer. . - -
. - : " H.DUPRESEE, pire

SR Le trente mal mll hult cent quarante sept -
3 par noas pretre uu!,ghlrp soussigné, a été in- \
i homé George décédé 1 avant veille, agé de trois ans s
- George MmonsaSen- fils légitime de Martin UnonsaSenrat et de Véroni- -
rat que Zanatiaks, iroquois de cette mission; "Présents

;  ¥rangois Zavier Skohahes et Simon Kahionbate qui
R S0 ‘n'ont sa signer. e L il
- 5 o . : ' N,DUFRESNE, ptre

R Le premier juin mil hult cent gquarante
X sept aprds la publication d'un ban de mariage fai-
te an. ne de la messe solennells de cette mission
y 3 : et aprds mvoir accordé la dispense des deux autres
Senjamin Welamas- bans en vertu des poavoirs accodrdés anx missionnal
& res des sauvages, nous soussigné, prétre missionnal
2 &:"’3 ‘re, avons regu par paroles de présent le matuel

r¥se Nelawad- .57 majeur de Marie Anne Cawananaokwe domiollié
Jiwanokwe dans cette mission d'une part, et de Thérdse Meil-
; wad jiwanokwe fille mineure de Frangois. Kiwitakijik
. ét de Marie Anne Pemansikekwe algonguins de cette
o mission d'aatre part, nous les avons mariés selon
- les lois et coutumes observées er la Sainte lqlin
; & 3 en présence de frangGis Kiwitakijik pdre de 1 épou-
se eonnntult‘ d'Amable Wiskin, de Frangois Mis-
- kwabininte, d'Hyacinthe Kapeia et de Gabriel Pi-
Wwekweon gui n'ont pas signé. e
: e JAOUSTIN, ptre

Le er juin mil huit cent quarante sept
s par noas tre missionnaire soussigné, a été inhu-
~ Marie Magdeleine Dé° Marie Magdeleine KonSatienmse iroguoise, décédée

la veille, agée d'environ trente huit ans, épouse

KonSatiense , &e Thomas Sakohenni, iroguois, de cette mission;
’ I’““" l’runiou Xavier SakoSahes et Joseph Tiia-
okathe qui n'ont sa signer, : :
J.AQUSTIN, ptre

ik ; i ¥ ;\ 5 - ‘ -_" ; |
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