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A. Introduction 
The Algonquin Enrolment Board and Algonquin Tribunal were established by an ANR Special 
Resolution of April 20, 2021 (Motion 20210420-01). The purpose of the Board and Tribunal is to 
consider appeals and protests resulting from Stage 1 of Enrolment under the Proposed 
Beneficiary Criteria (PBC). The establishment of the Board and Tribunal had been anticipated by 
an ANR Special Resolution of January 22, 2020 (Motion 20200122-01) which set out the details 
and process for enrolment under the PBC.  
 
By way of a motion made on June 16, 2022, the ANRs referred certain historic persons that are 
on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors to the Algonquin Tribunal for the purposes of 
determining whether such historic persons are identified in a historic record or document dated 
on or before December 31, 1921, in such a way that it would be reasonable to conclude that 
the person was considered to be an Algonquin or Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A 
“sibling of such a person” means a person with a common Algonquin parent. These references 
were made pursuant to section 76(d) of the ANR Special Resolution of April 20, 2021 (Motion 
20210420-01). 
 
“Algonquin Ancestor” is defined in Article 1 of the Special Resolution of January 22, 2020 and 
referenced in the Special Resolution of April 20, 2021, as follows: 

“Algonquin Ancestor” means a person who was born on or before July 15, 1897 
and identified in an historic record or document dated on or before December 
31, 1921, in such a way that it would be reasonable to conclude that the person 
was considered to be an Algonquin or Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person, and 
includes the persons listed in the schedule of Algonquin Ancestors, as amended 
by the Algonquin Negotiation Representatives from time to time and which may 
be viewed at the Algonquins of Ontario Consultation Office and Algonquin 
community offices. In this definition, a sibling of a person is a person with a 
common Algonquin parent” [emphasis added]  

Anna McDonald is one of the 14 ancestors referred to the Tribunal for review. This report 
provides information held in the Enrolment Office regarding Anna McDonald.  

B. Methodology and organization of report 
This report is based on written documents in the possession of the Enrolment Office at the time 
of writing. The information contained in these documents is outlined in Sections C to F. The 
source of the information is footnoted by an ALG document number. ALG document numbers 
are randomly assigned numbers for primary documents held in the Enrolment Office database. 
The cited documents are listed and their images appended to this report as described below. 
 
Note that certain historic people referred to in this report are also identified by a “RIN #”. A 
“RIN #” is a randomly generated number assigned by the Legacy Genealogical database to each 
individual person entered in that database. The individuals referred to in this report, including 
historic persons that have been identified as Algonquin Ancestors, persons descended from 
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these ancestors, and various non-Algonquin people who are married to Algonquins, may be 
identified by an RIN#. RIN #s also appear in the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The use of a 
RIN # is not indicative of whether a historic person is, or is not, an Algonquin Ancestor, as 
defined above, or is otherwise suspected of being Algonquin. It merely means that the historic 
person has been entered into the Legacy Genealogical database. RIN #s are used to assist in the 
identification and tracing of family trees and are particularly useful when a historic person may 
be identified by different names or spelling conventions or when several individuals have the 
same or similar name. 
 
Appendix 1 contains two genealogical charts, also known as family trees. The chart entitled 
‘Ancestors of Anna McDonald’ illustrates the descendancy relationships between the subject 
ancestor, her parents, and grandparents. The chart entitled ‘Descendants of Alexander 
McDonald’ illustrates the relationship between the parents of Anna McDonald, Anna and 
certain of her siblings and their children. It is recommended that you consult these charts when 
reading the report as it assists in understanding the different individuals. They can be printed 
out for ease of reference. 
 
Appendix 2 is a timeline identifying the major life events for this ancestor that are recorded in 
the documents appended to Appendix 4. The table is organized chronologically by date of event 
and specifies the type of event, location of event, notes on individuals involved, tribal origin, 
and the ALG document number of the source (archival) document. Note that some events 
included in Appendix 2 may not be fully described in this report but are provided for additional 
context. 
 
Appendix 3 is a list of supporting documents relevant to the ancestor. The table is organized by 
ALG document number and specifies the date of the document, a brief document description, 
and the archival source of the document.  
 
Appendix 4 is a package of supporting documents cited in this report. These are images of the 
actual documents. They are organized by ALG document number and thus appear in the same 
order as the list in Appendix 3. The images are bookmarked for ease of reference. The original 
archival source of the document, where available, is stamped on the document image as well as 
being included in the table in Appendix 3.  

C. Name variations 
Anna McDonald’s surname was commonly written as McDonald or McDonell, and her given 
name was rendered as Anna, Ann or Annie. These spelling anomalies commonly occurred in 
historic documents where individuals who created written records at the time of events used 
phonetic spellings to record names as they understood them. In addition, when handwritten 
records were transcribed, recorders often guessed at the spelling of a name, adding to the 
confusion. Further complications arise because individuals frequently changed their names 
throughout their life time. These anomalies can make it difficult to determine if records are 
referencing the same individual.  
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D. Original basis for including Anna McDonald on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors 
The name of Anna McDonald was placed on the Schedule of Ancestors by a decision of the 
Algonquin Negotiation Representatives (ANRs) in 2012 pursuant to the review of an application 
by an individual to have his ancestor Anna McDonell/McDonald added to the Schedule of 
Ancestors. Anna McDonald’s niece Mary Anne McDonald (RIN #8804), the daughter of her 
brother Johny (RIN #3773), is also on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Anna McDonald 
married Walter Ferris (RIN #2196) who is currently listed on the Schedule of Ancestors and is 
under review at this time. 

E. Documents related to Anna McDonald and what they purport to say 

E.1 A note on place names 
Fort Temiscamingue (aka Temiskaming, Timiskaming) was a historic fur trade post on the shore 
of Lake Temiskaming. Fort Temiscamingue was established in the mid-17th century. It was run 
at several different locations by a succession of fur trade companies, including a 1720 location 
at a narrows known as Obadjiwan Point, which was an Indigenous encampment. Sulpician 
missionaries began visiting the area in 1836, encouraging settlement next to the trading post on 
the east shore of the lake (in what would become the Province of Quebec). The Oblate fathers 
took over the mission and relocated it to the Ontario side of the lake in 1863. Traders and 
servants working at the fur trade posts often married or had casual relationships with the 
Indigenous women of the area.1 
 
Algonquins were known to be using land around Lake Temiskaming from an early period. 
Families at Temiskaming applied through the Bishop of Bytown to have a reserve created at the 
head of Lake Temiskaming in 1849, identifying themselves as Algonquin.2 Upon the 
recommendation of the Assistant Commissioner of Land Applications the government passed 
legislation in 1851 to set aside two reserves in Lower Canada (now Quebec), one on Lake 
Temiskaming and one at River Desert (now Kitigan Zibi).3 In August 1853, both reserves were 
officially created by Order-in-Council. The reserve at Lake Temiscamingue (known officially as 
Timiskaming Indian Reserve 19) was said to contain 38,400 acres for the Nipissings, Algonquins 
and Outaouais inhabiting the “Country watered by the Ottawa adjacent to the Hudson Bay 
Territory.”4 
 
The early records related to Anna McDonald make reference to several other geographical 
locations and fur trade posts. Moose Factory was located near the mouth of the Moose River 
on James Bay in what is now northeastern Ontario. It was an important Hudson’s Bay Company 
(HBC) fur trade post. Moose Factory lay within Rupert’s Land until 1870 when the HBC sold its 
charter to Canada and the region became known as the North-West Territories. Moose Factory 
has been within the Province of Ontario since 1889.  
 

 
1 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_T%C3%
A9miscamingue  

2 ALG-40060  
3 ALG-40061 
4 ALG-40062 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_T%C3%A9miscamingue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_T%C3%A9miscamingue
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In the mid to late-nineteenth century many locations recorded in records pertaining to Anna 
McDonald and her extended family lay along the Ottawa River from the Allumette Island area 
westward. They were important habitation and work sites for families engaged in the lumber 
trade, small-scale farming, and resource harvesting. These locations include Chapeau on 
Allumette Island, Fort William/Sheenboro in the Township of Sheen, Deep River and Point 
Alexander in Rolph Township, and des Joachim in Aberdeen Township. By the turn of the 
century many of the Algonquin families who lived and worked along the river in those locations 
migrated to Mattawa at the confluence of the Mattawa and Ottawa rivers. 

E.2 Anna McDonald 

• The earliest known document found for Anna McDonald/McDonell (RIN #2197) is a 
baptism record at Temiscamingue, Quebec on June 15, 1845, naming Anna’s parents as 
Alexander McDonnel and Manian McKay. Anna was aged around 9 months old at the 
time of her baptism. Her godmother was Manian Kakikepikwe. This baptism record was 
taken from the Indian Registers for the Albany-Temagami-Temiscamingue area.5 

 
• The marriage of Anna McDonald to Walter Ferris (RIN #2196) took place on July 28, 

1864 at the Wesleyan Methodist church in Rolph Township, Renfrew County. Both Anna 
and Walter’s place of birth was given as Moose Factory, Hudson’s Bay Territory (i.e., 
Rupert’s Land). They were living in Aberdeen Township, Quebec at the time of the 
marriage.6 Anna’s father was named as Alex McDonald, and her mother as Mary McKay. 
Anna’s age was given as 20 years old, giving a birth date of around 1844 which would be 
consistent with her baptism record. 
 

o It is to be noted that Walter Ferris, Anna’s husband, is also under review at this 
time and will be the subject of a separate report. 
 

• The 1871 Census for Deep River, Pontiac North lists Anna (“Ann”), 27, living with her 
husband Walter Ferris and their two daughters Ann Sophia, 4, and Margaret, 4 months. 
Anna was noted as having been born in Ontario whilst her husband and children were 
noted as being born in Quebec. Anna was described as being “Scotch” in origin. The 
whole family were shown as Roman Catholic. The family were enumerated on the same 
page and next door to Walter’s brother John and his parents Frederick and Ann Ferris.7 

 
• Jane Maria Ferris, daughter of Walter and Anna “McDonell” was baptized in Sheenboro 

in 1874. The family were noted as being from Alexander, Province of Ontario, which was 
annexed to the Parish of Sheenboro.8  
 

o Mary McIsaac nee Petrin (RIN #4762) was a witness to this baptism and is also 
under review at this time, and is the subject of a separate report. 

 

 
5 ALG-40097 
6 ALG-40078 

7 ALG-22439 
8 ALG-40091 



Enrolment Officer’s Report for RIN #2197  November 2022 
 

7 

• Anna stood as godmother to Joseph Richard Isaac, son of Johny Isaac (RIN #4761) and 
Mary Petrin (RIN #4762) in September 1873. The baptism was performed at Ferris Point 
near des Joachim and recorded in the register of St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church of 
Mattawa.9 Anna was named as a godparent alongside Paul Chevalier (RIN #9690) who 
was named as godfather, and whose father Paul Kwiwissens Chevalier (RIN #7883) is 
listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 
 

• Walter Joseph Ferris, the son of Walter Ferris and Anna McDonell, was baptized at St. 
Anne’s, Mattawa in 1880. The godparents were named as Paul Chevalier and Mani 
Suzanne.10 As noted above, Paul Chevalier (RIN #9690), was the son of Paul Kwiwissens 
(RIN #7883) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Mani Suzanne is most 
likely Paul Chevalier’s wife Susanna Hudson (RIN #9691), whose maternal grandfather 
was Paul Okimakijik (RIN #7916), who is also listed on the Schedule of Algonquin 
Ancestors.  
 

• Anna and her family were enumerated twice in 1881, once at Fort William, Pontiac and 
the second time in the townships of Sheen, Aberdeen, Esher and Malakoff in Pontiac. 

 
o The census record from Fort William, Pontiac shows Anna living with her 

husband Walter and their five children. Anna was noted as having been born in 
Quebec and Indian in origin, with her family also noted as being Indian. The 
family was said to be Catholic. This census district enumerated 45 families in 44 
households. The vast majority of individuals were shown as “Indian.” Only six 
individuals were said to have another origin (one Dutch man, two French men, 
one “Scotch” man and two French women). In all cases, these individuals were 
married to “Indians” and their children were noted as “Indian.” Many of the 
households were easily identified as Algonquin, such as Stokois, Bernard, 
Pizintasatc, Laronde, Chevalier, Ignace, Lamur, Leclerc, Antoine, Simon, Minens, 
Buckshot and Wabikons. Anna’s household and the household of her husband’s 
parents were recorded living in this Algonquin community and being identified 
as “Indian.”11 
 

o The census record from Sheen, Aberdeen, Esher and Malakoff, Pontiac, shows 
Anna, incorrectly named as Hanna, living with her husband Walter and their 
children. Anna was noted as being born in Ontario and “Indian” in origin. The 
family of Walter and Anna were enumerated on the same census grouping as 
Walter’s parents and alongside notable Algonquins, such as Paul 
Chevrier/Chevalier (RIN #9690), noted above.12  

 
• Anna was named as the godmother to her grandson Walter Joseph Dufault, son of 

Oliver Dufault (RIN #2167) and daughter Nancy Ferris (RIN #2170) in 1889 at the mission 

 
9 ALG-02465 
10 ALG-22441 

11 ALG-22445 
12 ALG-22442 
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for Deep River, Point Alexander and Chalk River. The godfather was named as Baptiste 
Lamure (RIN #2305), son of Joseph Lamure dit Pakwatcini (RIN #2273) who is listed on 
the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.13  
 

• The 1891 census for Mattawa lists Anna, named as Annie, living with her husband 
Walter and their children, as well as her widowed mother-in-law Nancy. Anna was listed 
as having been born in Ontario. Anna’s father was recorded as having been born in 
Manitoba; no birth place was given for her mother. No origin question was included in 
the 1891 census, consequently no racial origin was given for members of this 
household.14 

 
o The Anna and Walter Ferris family was enumerated next door to Peter 

Leclerc/Leclaire (RIN #5311) and his family. Peter was the son of Benjamin 
Leclerc (RIN #2172) and Therese Kowtagishik. Benjamin Leclerc is listed on the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Walter and Anne served as godparents to 
Peter and his wife Josephine’s daughter Lydia in 1893, showing a clear 
relationship between these two couples.15 
 

o Frank Leclerc/Leclaire (RIN #2174), the brother of Peter Leclerc/Leclaire and the 
husband of Mary Cecile Ferris (RIN #2177) was listed on the same page of the 
census. Mary Cecile Ferris was the daughter of Walter’s brother Joseph Ferris 
(RIN #14096) and Anna McDonald’s sister Sophie (RIN #14099). This household 
arrangement demonstrates the marriage of two Ferris brothers to two McDonell 
sisters and the connection of the Ferris-McDonell couples to the Leclerc 
brothers, who were the sons of Algonquin parents. 

 
• The 1901 Census for the town of Mattawa, Nipissing District records Anna and her 

family living amongst notable Algonquin families. “Annie” was listed as being “Algonquin 
Scotch Breed.” Anna’s husband Walter Ferris and their children were listed as being 
“Algonquin French Breed.” Anna and Walter were said to have been born in Ontario as 
are the two youngest children; their older children were born in Quebec. The parents 
speak both English and French with their mother tongue indicated as English.16 Anna’s 
sister Sophie McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14099) is also enumerated living next door to 
Anna and included with the family of her daughter Cecile and Cecile’s husband Frank 
Leclerc. Like her sister, Sophie McDonald is listed as “Algonquin Scotch Breed” in origin. 
 

o The 11 families in this group (enumerated as families #31 to #41) are identified 
variously as Algonquin, Algonquin FB (French Breed), or Algonquin SB (Scottish 
Breed) with “R” for red given as their “colour.” There are a few individuals who 
are noted as “W” for white and French; all of whom are in households with 
Algonquin spouses and children. The “mother tongue if spoken” column for 

 
13 ALG-01888 
14 ALG-22447 

15 ALG-06492 
16 ALG-22454 
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some of the families show Algonquin, others record French or English. Notable 
Algonquin families included in this list are: 
 Ignace Bastien (RIN #8792) whose maternal grandfather was Pierre 

Pichens (RIN #7940) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin 
Ancestors. 

 Thomas Pierre (RIN #8803) whose maternal grandfather was Jean 
Baptiste Kijikomanito (RIN #6643) who is listed on the Schedule of 
Algonquin Ancestors. 

 Joseph Parent and his wife Marie Leclerc (RIN #9675), who was the 
daughter of Benjamin Leclerc (RIN #2172) who is listed on the Schedule 
of Algonquin Ancestors. 

 Louis Musky dit Arandokwe (RIN #55932) whose wife was Catherine Inini 
dit Napons (RIN #55931), the daughter of Amable Inini Napons (RIN 
#6437) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 

 Augustin Pilon’s widow Catherine Lamure (RIN #3812), whose maternal 
grandfather was Amable Inini Napons (RIN #6437), who is listed on the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 

 Jean Baptiste Jacko (RIN #4577) whose paternal grandfather was Jean 
Baptiste Kijikomanito (RIN #6643) who is listed on the Schedule of 
Algonquin Ancestors. 

 Frank Leclaire/Leclerc (RIN #2174), son of Benjamin Leclerc (RIN #2172) 
and his brother Peter’s widow Josephine Parent (RIN #5312). Benjamin 
Leclerc is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. 

 George Crawford (RIN #8782) and his wife Madeleine Leclaire/Leclerc 
(RIN #2175), George’s maternal grandfather was Francois Kiniwabe (RIN 
#6880) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Madeleine 
was the daughter of Benjamin Leclerc (RIN #2172) who is listed on the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  

 
o This 1901 census shows close association between Algonquins at Mattawa. The 

Anna McDonald-Walter Ferris household is enumerated within that group.  
 

• John Ferris, Walter and Anna’s son, married his cousin Angeline McDonald at St. Anne’s, 
Mattawa in 1908. Angeline was the daughter of Johny McDonald/McDonell (RIN #3773), 
brother of Anna McDonald/McDonell, and Angelique Dufond (aka Inini dit Napons, RIN 
#3774) whose father was Amable Inini dit Napons (RIN #6437) who is listed on the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.17 
 

• The 1911 census for Mattawa enumerated “Annie,” her husband Walter and their 
adopted daughter Virginia living next door to their son John and his family. Anna was 
noted as being born in Quebec, and being “Scotch” in origin. Both Anna and her 
husband are shown as speaking English and French but being unable to read or write 18  

 
17 ALG-22464 18 ALG-22736 
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o Frank Leclerc (RIN #2174) and his family appear on the same page of the census. 

Frank was noted as being French in origin. He was the son of Benjamin Leclerc 
(RIN #2172) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors and Therese 
Kowtagishik (RIN #2173) whose father François Kawitadijik (RIN #6869) is on the 
Schedule of Ancestors and is also under review and will be the subject of a 
separate report. 
 

• “Annie” and her husband Walter were enumerated on the 1921 census for Mattawa 
Town living with their son John and his family. Anna was noted as having been born in 
Quebec, with her origin given as Algonquin, which was crossed through and re-written 
as “Indian.” The replacement of the word “Algonquin” with “Indian” was made for this 
entire family group, along with other Algonquin households such as the Leclaire, 
Lamure, Pierre, Musky and Dufond families. Many of these individuals, including the 
Ferris parents, were unable to read and write.19 
 

• Anna died on November 19, 1933 in Mattawa. Her civil death record notes her as being 
born in Quebec in 1846 and being “Indian” in origin, with her parents named as Alex 
McDonald born in Quebec and Mary McCoy also born in Quebec. Her son John Ferris 
provided the information for her death record.20 

 
Anna McDonald was baptized at around 9 months of age at Temiskaming in June 1845. This 
would put her birth around September 1844. One document indicates that she was born in 
Moose Factory, others that she was born in Ontario or Quebec. She is variously described on 
census records as “Scotch,” “Algonquin Scotch Breed,” or Indian. To better understand Anna’s 
origins, documentation regarding her parents and grandparents are examined below. 
 
E.3 Anna McDonald’s parents and grandparents 
 
Parents: Alexander McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14097) and Mary McKay (RIN #14098) 
In documents noted above Alexander McDonell and Mary Ann McKay are named as the parents 
of Anna McDonald (RIN #2197). Two of Anna’s siblings – John McDonald (RIN #3773) and 
Sophie McDonald (RIN #14099) – are discussed in Section D.4. 
 

• Alexander McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14097) was an employee of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company (HBC) from 1826 until his retirement in 1846. His HBC biographical sheet 
shows him as the son of Allan McDonell, his parish of origin was said to be “Indian 
Country.” This suggests he was born somewhere in the territory in which his father 
served as a trader for the HBC. Alexander was contracted as an apprentice labourer by 
his father in July 1826. He served in Swan River (now Manitoba), Lac La Pluie (Rainy 
River) and Temiscamingue, working in various occupations such as Labourer, Steersman 
and Runner. Alexander was attached to the post at Temiscamingue between 1833 and 

 
19 ALG-22493 20 ALG-22507 
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1845. His HBC biographical sheet names his wife as “a daughter of John McKay,” 
another HBC employee. The biographical sheet notes that two of Alexander’s unnamed 
children were left a £100 legacy by their grandfather Allan McDonell. 21 

 
• Mary Ann McKay (RIN #14098) was baptized at the Post of Temiskaming on July 24, 

1836 at the age of 14, giving a her a birth date of around 1822.22 On the baptismal 
record she was described as the daughter of John McKay and “Nikens.” Mary Ann’s 
baptism was witnessed by Bazile Kije-inini (aka Basile Kijiinini dit Merry, RIN #7012) who 
is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  
 

• Alexander McDonell (RIN #14097) married Mary McKay (RIN #14098) at Temiscamingue 
in July 1837. On the marriage record, Alexander was described as “Metiss,” but no 
parents were named for him. Mary Ann was named as the minor daughter of John 
McKay and Elizabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens. The fathers consented to the marriage. 
Both the bride and groom were resident at the post at Temiscamingue at the time of 
their marriage.23 The date of the marriage is consistent with Alexander’s service at that 
post. Mary Ann’s approximate date of birth of 1822 would make her 15 at the time of 
the marriage and be consistent with her status as a minor. 
 

• Alexander and Mary Ann had six known children, some of whom were baptized at 
Temiscamingue with the parents named on their baptismal records:  

o Alexander Louis (RIN #5861) baptized at nine months of age in June 1839;24 
o Jean (RIN #3773) baptized in August 1840; 25  
o Allan John (RIN #5865) who married at 24 years of age in Renfrew in 1866 (i.e., 

born circa 1842);26 
o Mani (RIN #14745) baptized at seven months in June 1843;27  
o Anna (RIN #2196) baptized at nine months old in June 1845;28 and 
o Sophie (RIN #14099) baptized at three months old in July 1848.29 

 
• Alexander retired at Temiscamingue around 1846 and died of tuberculosis shortly after 

leaving the service.30 It is unclear what happened to his wife Mary Ann McKay and their 
children between his death and the children appearing on the 1861 Census for the 
Mattawa/Nipissing area.  
 

Maternal grandparents: John McKay (RIN #14746) and Elizabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens (RIN 
#14747) 
As noted above, Mary Ann McKay (RIN #14098) was the mother of Anna McDonald/McDonell. 
John McKay and “Nikens” were named as Mary Anne’s parents when she was baptized in 1836 

 
21 ALG-20746 
22 ALG-40127 
23 ALG-40109  
24 ALG-02131 
25 ALG-02343 

26 ALG-40111 
27 ALG-40110 
28 ALG-40097 
29 ALG-40101 
30 ALG-20746 
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at the age of 14. John McKay and his wife Elizabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens were named as 
the parents of Mary Anne McKay on her marriage record when she married Alexander 
McDonell in 1837. In addition, John McKay was named as the father-in-law of Alexander 
McDonell on Alexander’s HBC biographical sheet.31 
 

• Mary Ann’s mother “Elisabeth Nettawabank dite Nikins” was baptized on July 25, 1836 
at Temiscamingue at the aged of 39.32 Elizabeth was baptized the day following the 
baptism of her daughter Mary Ann. 33  
 

• Mary Ann’s parents, John McKay and Elisabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens, were married 
at Temiscamingue on July 25, 1836, the same day as Elizabeth’s baptism. John McKay 
was noted as being a clerk for the Hudson’s Bay Company, and the couple were stated 
as living at Temiscamingue. The marriage was witnessed by Basile Kijeinini, noted above, 
and Paul Inini (dit Napons) (RIN #6437) both of whom are listed on the Schedule of 
Algonquin Ancestors.34 
 

• The marriage also legitimised four children in addition to Mary Ann. They were listed as 
John, Jenny, John George, and Donald. Three of them were also baptized at 
Temiscamingue around the time of the marriage:  

o Jenny was baptized the day after her parents’ marriage, aged 10 years old.35 
o John George was baptized on July 17, 1836, aged 6 years old.36 
o Donald who was baptized on July 15, 1836 having been born on September 2, 

1833.37 
The fact that the mother, Elisabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens a woman with five 
children, was baptized and married on the same day and that the children were all 
baptized at the same time suggests that the family may have been more closely allied 
with the Indigenous culture than the Christianized Scottish/English culture of the fur 
trade post. Alternately, it might indicate that the services of a priest were first available 
in that location in the year 1836 and the family had no easy access to formal marriage 
and baptism prior to that time. This would suggest that they did not resort to either 
Moose Factory or other location where such services may have been available. 

 
• John McKay’s HBC biographical sheet does not name his family members but does note 

him as being from Temiscamingue parish and related to the “principal Indians” of the 
district. John joined the service around 1815 under the North West Company and spent 
his career working at Temiscamingue. Several notations from HBC records which were 
reproduced on his biographical sheet made reference to his drinking. George Simpson, 
Governor of the HBC, stated that “[he] is only retained in the Service as he would be 
troublesome in opposition from his knowledge [of] the country and influence over the 

 
31 ALG-20746 
32 ALG-40128 
33 ALG-40127 
34 ALG-40129 

35 ALG-40130 
36 ALG-40131 
37 ALG-40132 
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principal Indians in the District to whom he is related.”38 This statement strongly 
suggests that John McKay’s relations, by marriage, descent or both, were from the 
Temiscamingue area. As cited on his biographical sheet, Elaine Mitchell claims in her 
book Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade that John McKay was the son of Donald McKay 
(1785-1820), but this has not been substantiated on the basis of primary historical 
records. 
 

• Anna McDonald (RIN #2197) was the daughter of Mary Anne McKay (RIN #14098) and 
granddaughter of John McKay (RIN #14746) and Elizabeth Nettawabank dite Nikens (RIN 
#14747). Records related to the grandparents strongly suggest that Elizabeth was an 
Indigenous woman from the Temiscamingue area. Her grandfather John was born in fur 
trade country, was engaged at Temiscamingue since 1815, and most certainly had an 
Indigenous mother. John McKay was known to be related to the “principal Indians” of 
the Temiscamingue area either through birth, marriage or both. Their daughter Mary 
Ann McKay (RIN #14098) grew up in the Temiscamingue area. As noted in section E.1 
Temiscamingue/Temiskaming was a post on Lake Temiskaming just north of the 
confluence of the Mattawa and Ottawa Rivers. It was known as Algonquin territory at 
the time and some Algonquins from Temiskaming frequented the mission at Lake of 
Two Mountains. A few of the individuals who witnessed on significant life events of this 
family are listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Taken together, these records 
strongly suggest that Anna McDonald was Algonquin through her mother and maternal 
grandmother and perhaps through her maternal grandfather. 

 
Paternal grandparents: Allan McDonell (RIN #57432) and Margaret Cameron (RIN #14101) 
As noted above, Alexander McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14097) was the father of Anna 
McDonald/McDonell. Several sources, such as Alexander’s HBC biographical sheet, note that 
Alexander McDonell was the son of Allan McDonell.39 Further sources show Alexander to be the 
son Allan McDonnell and Margaret Ann Cameron, daughter of fur trader Aeneas Cameron.40  
 

• The HBC biographical sheet for Allan McDonell notes him as being originally from 
Scotland and working in the fur trade for the XY Company, the North West Company 
and finally the Hudson’s Bay Company from 1799 until his retirement in 1843. Allan 
McDonell rose within the ranks of the HBC becoming Chief Trader and Chief Factor of 
various locations including Temiscamingue between 1826-1834. A family breakdown on 
his biographical sheet names lists wife as a native woman named Margaret, four sons, 
including Alexander, and four daughters.41 

o A daughter Margaret was buried in September 1833 in the Red River District, 
after boarding with Rev D. T. Jones at the Parsonage House.42  

o Margaret, the “Reputed Wife” of Chief Factor Allan McDonell, was baptized on 
December 8, 1833 at Red River.43 The use of the term “Reputed Wife” on this 

 
38 ALG-40133 
39 ALG-20746 
40 ALG-40112 

41 ALG-20745, ALG-40115 
42 ALG-40116 
43 ALG-40119 
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record indicates that the presiding cleric was aware that they had not been 
married in the church. The ceremony was conducted by Reverend Jones. 

o An adult daughter, Sophia, was baptized on December 17, 1834 at Red River, the 
daughter of Allen McDonald and “a native woman.”44 Sophia was married the 
following day to John Livingstone at Red River.45 The ceremonies were conducted 
by Reverend Jones. 

o The baptism record of Angus Cameron McDonald, son of Allan McDonald and a 
“Native Woman” took place on August 8, 1838. Allan was noted as living in the 
Lac La Pluie District as Chief Factor of the HBC Company.46 The ceremony was 
conducted by Reverend Jones. 

o Reverend Jones, who conducted the above noted baptisms and had boarded and 
buried the child Margaret, was well aware of Margaret’s name and her status as 
Allan McDonald’s country wife. His reference to her solely as “A Native Woman” 
reveals his attitude to their country union and the status of Indigenous women in 
fur trade society. 

 
• Upon Allan’s retirement in 1843 he lived in Montreal with his wife Margaret, eventually 

dying in 1859 and being buried in Montreal.47  
 
Several sources such as the Dictionary of Canadian Biography and Elaine Allan Mitchell’s Fort 
Timiskaming and the Fur Trade, name Chief Factor Allan McDonnell’s wife, Margaret, as the 
daughter of Aeneas Cameron.48 Aeneas Cameron was another well-known fur trader for the 
HBC; his wife was noted as being an Indigenous woman from Fort Temiscamingue. 49 
 

• Margaret was named as Dame Ann Cameron, the wife of “Sir Allan Lundy MacDonell,” 
on her burial record of 1885 at the Notre Dame Basilica, Montreal, aged 86.50 

 
As noted above, Alexander McDonell/McDonald was noted as “Metis” on his marriage record. 
The records cited above indicate that Alexander’s father, Allan McDonell, was Scottish, and his 
mother, Margaret Ann Cameron, was an Indigenous woman from Fort Temiscamingue.  
 
Summary: 
Anna McDonald (RIN #2197) was the daughter of Alexander McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14097) 
and granddaughter of Allan McDonell (RIN #57432) and Margaret Cameron (RIN #14101).  
 
Records related to the grandparents indicate that Margaret Cameron was an Indigenous 
woman, the daughter of Aeneas Cameron and an Indigenous woman from the Temiscamingue. 
Allan and Margaret’s son Alexander McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14097) was born in fur trade 
country. Alexander served at Lake Temiscamingue from 1833 to 1845, was married and had his 

 
44 ALG-40117 
45 ALG-40118 
46 ALG-40114 
47 ALG-40120 

48 ALG-40121 
49 ALG-40113, ALG-40122, ALG-40123 
50 ALG-40124 
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children, including Anna, baptized there. As discussed in Section E.1 the post at Temiscamingue 
was in Algonquin territory at that time.  
 
When taken together, the available documents provide a basis on which one could infer that 
Anna McDonald was of Algonquin descent through her father and paternal grandmother, 
Margaret Cameron. This inference would be based on the notion that Anna McDonald’s 
paternal grandmother was Algonquin as the records identify her as an Indigenous woman living 
in known Algonquin territory. 

E.4 Anna McDonald’s siblings 
Anna McDonald’s brother Johny and sister Sophia resided alongside known Algonquins from 
the 1860’s onwards and had relationships with the Algonquin community that extended to their 
children.  

 
Johny McDonald/McDonell (RIN #3773) 

• “Jean” McDonald was baptized at “Temiskaming” in 1840, the named son of “Alexandre 
McDonell” and “Mary Ann Mackay.”51 
 

• John McDonald was listed on the 1861 census living in enumeration District 6, which 
included the town of Mattawa. John was noted as being born in Lower Canada (modern-
day Quebec) and working as a labourer.52 No racial identifier was given for John on this 
census. The post at Temiscamingue was variously on the Quebec side and the Ontario 
side of Lake Temiskaming. 
 

o Narcisse Dorion (RIN #14686), his wife Cecile McDonnell (RIN #14687), and their 
family were numerated on the same page as John.53 Cecile Mawiskak McDonnell 
is also under review and will be the subject of a separate report. 

 
• John married Marian Angenique Osaabiikwe (aka Angelique Inini dit Napons, RIN #3774) 

in Mattawa on February 24, 1863. He was named as the son of Alexandre McDonnell 
and Marianne Makai. Angelique was identified as the daughter of Sabet 
Pinesiwabanokwe (RIN #6439) and Jon Pon Inini (aka Amable Paul Inini dit Napons, RIN 
#6437) whose name is on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.54 
 

• “John McDonnell” was listed on the 1865 Petition from the “Indians of Mattawa” 
requesting a mission at Mattawa to serve the Indian population.55 John McDonnell’s 
name was listed next to that of Narcisse Dorion, noted above, and alongside those of 
many prominent Algonquin men within the Mattawa Algonquin community.  

 

 
51 ALG-02343 
52 ALG-40099 
53 ALG-22375 

54 ALG-02243 
55 ALG-40100, ALG-40135, ALG-40136 
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• The 1871 census for Mattawa lists John McDonald living with his family and next door to 
his wife’s parents and siblings. John was noted as having been born in Ontario and being 
Half Breed in origin, whilst his wife and their children were noted as being Indian.56  
 

• ‘Johny McDonnel’ was enumerated with his wife and children twice on the 1881 census.  
 

o In the Mattawa sub-district, John was noted as being born in Quebec, with an 
origin of Indian; the same designation was given to his wife Angelique and their 
children. John was listed as being a hunter and voyageur. The entire section of 
this census is included in this report to show that John and his family were 
enumerated entirely with the Algonquin community at Mattawa. For example, 
names such as Francois (RIN #1733), “Jan pon” (RIN #5564), and Alexandre (RIN 
#9072), who were the three sons of Francois Antoine Nijikwiwisens (RIN #9069) 
who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors, were enumerated within 
this community on this census return. 57  
 

o In the Nipissing sub-district, John and his family were enumerated living next 
door to John’s sister Sophie and her husband, Joseph Berube. John was listed as 
being born in Quebec, noted as English in origin and his occupation was given as 
Hunter. Angelique was listed as French. Narcisse Dorion (RIN #14686) the 
widower of Cecile Mawiskak McDonnell (RIN #14687) was living with this 
family.58  

 
• The 1891 census lists John McDonald living in Mattawa and Papineau township with his 

wife and children. John was noted as being born in Quebec and working as a Farm 
Labourer. There is no origin question on the 1891 census and no origin was given for 
John or his family. John’s father (Alexander McDonald/McDonell) was noted as having 
been born in Manitoba, his mother (Mary Ann McKay) in Quebec.59 
 

• John McDonald was buried in the cemetery of St. Anne’s, Mattawa on February 6, 1893, 
and was noted as the husband of Angelique Dufond (aka Angelique Inini dit Napons, RIN 
#3774).60 
 

• Many of the children born to John McDonald and Angelique Inini dit Napons (Dufond) 
had events witnessed by Algonquins, predominantly the parents and siblings of both 
John and Angelique. One example would be the burial of their son Allen McDonald in 
1879 at Mattawa, which was witnessed by Antoine Colton (RIN #3769) and Alex 
Langevin (RIN #9999). Antoine’s mother was Marie Josette Sipikwe (RIN #3764) who is 
listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors; Alex’s mother was Cecile Lucie Mijakwat 
(RIN #9865) whose name is also listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.61  

 
56 ALG-00425 
57 ALG-40102 
58 ALG-40105 

59 ALG-40104 
60 ALG-06446 
61 ALG-02552 
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• Mary Ann McDonald (RIN #8804), the daughter of John McDonald and Angelique Inini 

dit Napons, and Mary Ann’s husband Thomas Pierre (RIN #8803) were both added to the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors by a decision of the Algonquin Negotiation 
Representatives (ANRs) in 1997 pursuant to a review of an application by an individual 
to have his ancestors added to the Schedule of Ancestors. 

 
Sophie McDonald/McDonell (RIN #14099)  

• Sophie McDonald was baptized at Temiscamingue on July 23, 1848, the daughter of 
Alexander McDonald and Mary McKay, like her sister Anna and her brother John.62 
 

• The 1861 Census of Mattawa enumerates Sophie living with the family of Louis Bastien 
(RIN #3763). Sophie was noted as being born in Upper Canada (modern-day Ontario), 
but no origin was given for her.63 The post at Temiscamingue was variously on the 
Quebec side and the Ontario side of Lake Temiskaming. 
 

o Sophie was listed as part of the household of Louis Bastien, who was the 
husband of Marie Anne Josette Sipikwe (RIN #3764), noted above, whose father 
Pien Pichens (RIN #7940) and brother Francois Antoine Nijikwiwisens (RIN 
#9069) are both listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  

 
o The Bastien household was enumerated next door to the family of Louis 

Commandant (RIN #3852) whose name is also listed on the Schedule of 
Algonquin Ancestors. 

 
• Sophie married Joseph Berube on October 25, 1878 at Mattawa. Her parents were listed 

as the deceased Alexandre McDonald and deceased Marie Anne McCail. Sophie was also 
noted as being born and living in the mission at Mattawa.64  

 
o Narcisse Dorion (RIN #14686), the husband of Cecile Mawiskak McDonnell (RIN 

#14687), witnessed this wedding. 
 

• The 1881 census for the Nipissing sub-district of Renfrew North lists Sophie living with 
her husband Joseph Berube and her daughter Marie Cecilia, and next door to her 
brother John McDonald and his family. Sophie was noted as being born in Ontario and 
of “Scotch” origin.65 As noted above her brother John was said to be English on this 
census. 
 

• Sophie’s daughter Mary Cecilia Ferris (RIN #2177) married Francois Leclerc (RIN #2174) 
in 1883 at the Fort William Mission at Sheenboro. Francois was the son of Benjamin 
Leclerc (RIN #2172) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Mary Cecilia’s 

 
62 ALG-40101 
63 ALG-40098 

64 ALG-40103 
65 ALG-40106 
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parents were listed as Joseph Ferris and Sophie McDonald. Joseph Ferris is most likely 
the brother of Walter Ferris (RIN #2196), although this has not been verified.66 
 

• The 1891 census for Mattawa Village lists Sophie living with son-in-law Francois Leclerc 
and his family, and close to her sister Anna’s family. Sophie was noted as being born in 
Manitoba, with her father also being noted as born in Manitoba, and her mother born in 
Quebec. There is no origins question on the 1891 census and no racial identifier was 
provided for Sophie.67  
 

• Sophie was again listed as still living with her daughter’s family on the 1901 census for 
the Town of Mattawa. Sophie was noted as being born in Ontario and being “Algonquin 
Scotch Breed” in origin, the same as her sister Anna.68  
 

• The 1911 census lists Sophie living with her grandson George Leclerc (RIN #2181) and his 
family in Mattawa Town. Sophie was noted as being born in Ontario and being French in 
origin, along with the Leclerc family.69 Recall that George Leclerc was a descendant of 
Benjamin Leclerc (RIN #2172) who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors 
 

• Sophie was buried on February 5, 1921 at St. Anne’s, Mattawa. She was noted as being 
the wife of the late Joseph Berube. Her burial was witnessed by her grandson George.70 

 
Sophie was noted as being of Algonquin origin on the 1901 census along with that of her 
daughter Mary Cecilia, who also married into an Algonquin family.  
 

F. Summary/Issues 
 
Anna McDonald/McDonell was variously described on census records as “Scotch”, “Algonquin 
Scotch Breed,” Indian, or Red, and as being born in Moose Factory, Quebec, or Ontario. 
 
Her parents and grandparents are known and well-documented as working and residing around 
the HBC post at Lake Temiskaming, which was in Algonquin territory at the time. The post was 
moved from the Quebec side of the lake to the Ontario side of the lake in 1863. Anna and her 
siblings were baptized at Temiscamingue between 1839 and 1848.  
 
There is a basis on which to infer that Anna’s maternal grandmother, Elizabeth Nettawabank 
dite Nikens, was most likely an Algonquin woman as she is identified as an Indigenous woman 
living in Algonquin territory. Also, there is a basis to infer that Anna’s maternal grandfather, 
John McKay, who was native to fur trade country, was most likely Indigenous through his 

 
66 ALG-00946 
67 ALG-20024 
68 ALG-01387 

69 ALG-40107 
70 ALG-40108 
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mother. Anna’s maternal grandparents were known to be related to the “principal Indians” of 
the Lake Temiskaming area.  
 
Anna’s paternal grandmother, Margaret Cameron, was an Indigenous woman from the Lake 
Temiskaming area, which was in territory that was known to be Algonquin at the relevant time. 
This provides a basis on which to infer that she was most likely Algonquin.  
 
By 1861, Anna and her siblings are documented as migrating and living at Mattawa or around 
the Ottawa River from the Allumette Island area westward (Chapeau, Fort William/Sheenboro, 
Rolph Township, Point Alexander, des Joachim). Anna was married in Rolph Township in 1864 
at the time she was resident across the river in Aberdeen Township. By 1891 Anna and her 
extended family were all settled around Mattawa. Anna’s extended family, including her 
parents, self, and siblings, were all associated with other known Algonquins both by residing in 
proximity to one another and in witnessing significant life events such as marriages and 
baptisms. 
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Appendix 1: Ancestors of Anna McDonald RIN #2197 
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Descendants of Alexander McDonald RIN #1409771 
  

 
71 Not shown on chart: RIN #3775 & #4865 (Unknown children of #3773 & #3774); #25378 & #22229 (spouses of #8804), #25378 (spouse of #3776), 
#2167 (spouse of #2170), #8657 (spouse of #8658), #12235 and #11230 (spouses of #5213), and #5863 (spouse of #14099). 



Enrolment Officer’s Report for RIN #2197  November 2022 
 

22 

Appendix 2: Ancestor Timeline for Anna McDonald 
The documents in this table are listed chronologically. The documents can be found in Appendix 4, organized by ALG document number 

 
Date Event Location Notes Origin Doc No. 
1845-06-15 Baptism Temiscamingue, Quebec Baptism of Anna ‘McDonnel’ Not given but 

recorded in the Indian 
Registers of 
Temiscamingue 

ALG-40097 

1865-06-25 Baptism Rockcliffe, Quebec Baptism of son William Frederic Not given ALG-40089* 
1865-07-28 Marriage Rolph, Renfrew County Marriage of Walter Ferris and Anna 

McDonald 
Not given ALG-40078 

1867-03-30 Baptism Rockcliffe, Quebec Baptism of daughter Sophia Almira Not given ALG-40090* 
1871-00-00 Census Deep River, North Pontiac Walter was enumerated with his immediate 

family and next door to parents and siblings 
“Scotch” ALG-22439 

1873-09-25 Baptism St. Anne’s, Mattawa Baptism of Joseph Richard Isaac, Anna listed 
as godmother 

Not given ALG-02465 

1874-09-29 Baptism Sheenboro, Quebec Baptism of daughter Jane Maria  Of the Township of 
Alexander, Ontario 

ALG-40091 

1876-07-20 Baptism St. Anne’s Mattawa Baptism of daughter Maria Not given ALG-25001* 
1878-05-26 Baptism Sheenboro, Quebec Baptism of son Alexander Resident Dumond, 

Quebec 
ALG-40092* 

1880-03-27 Baptism St. Anne’s Mattawa Baptism of son Walter Joseph Not given ALG-22441 
1881-00-00 Census Fort William, Pontiac Anna was enumerated with her family at Fort 

William as part of an Algonquin community 
Indian ALG-22445 

1881-00-00 Census Sheen, Aberdeen, Esher and 
Malakoff, Pontiac 

Anna was enumerated with her family 
alongside other Algonquins 

Indian ALG-22442 

1882-05-06 Baptism St. Anne’s, Mattawa Baptism of son Richard Olivier Ferris Not given ALG-02707* 
1885-10-05 Baptism St. Anne’s, Mattawa Baptism of son Allen McDonald Ferris ‘of Ferris Point’ ALG-05888* 
1885-11-21 Marriage St. Anne’s, Mattawa Marriage of daughter Nancy to Olivier 

Dufault 
Des Joachim, P.Q. ALG-05915* 

1889-01-27 Baptism Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Renfrew 

Baptism of grandson Walter Joseph Dufault, 
Anna noted as godmother 

Not given ALG-01888 
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Date Event Location Notes Origin Doc No. 
1891-00-00 Census Mattawa, Nipissing, Ontario Census record for Anna Ferris and family 

alongside Frank Leclerc and Peter Leclerc 
No Origin given ALG-22447 

1893-10-11 Baptism St. Anne’s, Mattawa Baptism of Lydia Anne Leclerc, Walter and 
Anna served as Godparents 

Not given ALG-06492 

1896-03-05 Marriage St. Anne’s, Mattawa Marriage of daughter Maggie to Francis 
Dupuis 

‘Of this Parish’ ALG-06759* 

1897-04-02 Burial St. Anne’s, Mattawa Burial of son Walter Joseph ‘de cette ville’ ALG-06896* 
1901-00-00 Census Mattawa, Nipissing Anna and her family were enumerated 

alongside other Algonquin families. 
“Algonquin Scotch 
Breed,” her husband 
and children named 
as Algonquin French 
Breed 

ALG-22454 

1903-11-09 Marriage St. Anne’s, Mattawa Marriage of daughter Maria to Henry 
Belanger 

‘de cette paroisse’ ALG-22120* 

1904-09-21 Burial St. Anne’s, Mattawa Burial of son Allen  Not given ALG-22458* 
1905-11-13 Marriage St. Anne’s, Mattawa Marriage of son John to Angeline McDonald ‘de cette paroisse’ ALG-22464 
1906-01-08 Burial St. Anne’s, Mattawa Burial of son Oliver Not given ALG-22465* 
1908-01-25 Burial St. Anne’s, Mattawa Burial of children John and Mary ‘de cette paroisse’ ALG-27682* 
1911-00-00 Census Mattawa, Nipissing Anna and her family enumerated next to son 

John and Frank Leclerc. 
“Scotch” ALG-22736 

1921-00-00 Census Mattawa, Nipissing Anna and her husband Walter were 
enumerated with their son John 

Algonquin crossed 
through with Indian 

ALG-22493 

1933-11-19 Death Mattawa, Nipissing Civil Death record of Anna Ferris Indian ALG-22507 
 
*Document not cited in report 
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Appendix 3: Supporting Document List for Anna McDonald 
The documents in this table are listed by ALG number and appended in Appendix 4 

 
Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-00425 1871-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-10022; Ancestry.ca 1871 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing 
North > Mattawan South p. 1 

ALG-00946 1883-06-11 Marriage of Francois 
Leclerc and Mary Cecilia 
Ferris 

Institut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church 
Record (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 F > Fort William > ALL > 1863-1888 p. 15 

ALG-01387 1901-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6484; Ancestry.ca 1901 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Mattawan (Town/Ville) p. 12 

ALG-01888 1889-01-27 Baptism of Walter 
Joseph Dufault 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptisms, 
Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Not Stated > Our Lady of Good Counsel > Various 
Church Records; Deep River, Point Alexander, Chalk River: 1888-1910 p. 8 

ALG-02131 1839-06-09 Baptism Of Alexander 
Louis McDonell 

Institut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal: Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 P > Pembroke > Mission > 1839-1842 p. 3 

ALG-02243 1863-02-24 Marriage of John 
McDonnell and 
Angelique Osabiikwe 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 12 

ALG-02343 1840-08-17 Baptism of Jean 
McDonell 

Insitut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church 
records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 P > Pembroke > Mission > 1839-1842 p. 42 

ALG-02465 1873-09-25 Baptism of John Richard 
Petrin 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptisms, 
Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; 
Mattawa; 1860-98 

ALG-02552 1879-01-18 Burial of Allen McDonell Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 93 

ALG-02707 1882-06-05 Baptism of son Richard 
Oliver Ferris 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 140 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-05888 1885-05-10 Baptism of son Allen 
McDonald Ferris 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 229 

ALG-05915 1885-11-21 Marriage of Nancy Ferris 
and Olivier Dufault 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 246 

ALG-06446 1893-02-06 Burial of John McDonald Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 444 

ALG-06492 1893-10-11 Baptism of Lydie Ann 
Leclerc 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 461 

ALG-06759 1896-03-05 Marriage of Maggie 
Ferris to Francis Dupuis 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 541 

ALG-06896 1897-04-02 Burial of Walter Joseph 
Ferris  

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 574 

ALG-20024 1891-00-00 Census  LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6355; Ancestry.ca 1891 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Mattawa p. 28 

ALG-20745 1999-04  HBC Biographical Sheet 
of Allan McDonell 

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for Allan McDonell; 1999; PAM, HBCA, 
McDonell, Allan.  
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mcdonell_allan.pdf 

ALG-20746 1999-04 HBC Biographical Sheet 
of Alexander McDonell 

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for Alexander McDonell; 1999; PAM, HBCA, 
McDonell, Alexander.  
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mcdonell_alexander.pdf 

ALG-22120 1903-11-09 Marriage of Marie Ferris 
and Henri Belanger 

Institut Généalogique Drouin; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records 
(Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > ALL > 1898-1909 p. 131 

ALG-22375 1861-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-1091; Ancestry.ca 1861 Census of Canada Canada West > Algoma 
p.133 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-22439 1871-00-00 Census LAC RG 31 Reel C-10025; Ancestry.ca 1871 Census of Canada Quebec > Pontiac North > 
Riviere Creuse p. 2 

ALG-22441 1880-03-27 Baptism of Walter 
Joseph Ferris 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > All > 1876-1884 

ALG-22442 1881-00-00  Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-13226; Ancestry.ca 1881 Census of Canada Quebec > Pontiac > 
Sheen and Aberdeen and Esher and Malakoff p. 1 

ALG-22445 1881-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-13226; Ancestry.ca 1881 Census of Canada Quebec > Pontiac > 
Unorganised Territory p. 35 

ALG-22447 1891-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6355; Ancestry.ca 1891 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Mattawa p. 28 

ALG-22454 1901-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6484; Ancestry.ca 1901 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Mattawan (Town/Ville) p. 11 

ALG-22458 1904-09-21 Burial of Allen Ferris Institut Généalogique Drouin; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records 
(Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > ALL > 1898-1909 p. 152 

ALG-22464 1905-11-13 Marriage of John Ferris 
and Angeline McDonald 

Institut Généalogique Drouin; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records 
(Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > ALL > 1898-1909 p. 183 

ALG-22465 1906-01-08 Burial of Oliver Ferris Institut Généalogique Drouin; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records 
(Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > ALL > 1898-1909 p. 187 

ALG-22493 1921-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Folder No: 73, Census Place: 73, Nipissing, Ontario; Page. 25; Ancestry.ca 
1921 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > Sub-District 70 - Mattawa (Town) p. 26 

ALG-22507 1933-11-19 Civil Death Record of 
Anne Ferris 

AOO MS 935 Reel 469; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Deaths and Deaths Overseas, 1869-
1948 Nipissing > 1933 p. 353 

ALG-22736 1911-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-20386; Ancestry.ca 1911 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Sub-District 103 - Mattawa p. 6 

ALG-25001 1876-07-20 Baptism of Maria Ferris From Applicant File – Source not provided 
ALG-27682 1908-01-25 Burial of John and Mary 

Ferris 
Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1898-1910 p. 273 

ALG-40060 1849-08-02 Report by T. Bouthillier LAC RG 10 Vol. 179 No. 4001-4100 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40061 1851-08-30 Land set aside for 
‘Indians’ of Lower 
Canada 

Provincial statutes of Canada…[being the fourth session of the third provincial 
Parliament of Canada. Published Toronto S. Derbishire & G. Desbarats, 1851; 
https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.9_00924_10 

ALG-40062 1853-08-09 Distribution of land for 
the ‘Indian Tribes’ of 
Lower Canada 

LAC RG 1 E8 Vol. 48 Reel H-1790 

ALG-40089 1865-06-25 Baptism of William 
Frederic Ferris 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 C > Chapeau > St-Alphonse > 1857-1876 

ALG-40090 1867-06-30 Baptism of Sophia Almira 
Ferris 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 C > Chapeau > St-Alphonse > 1857-1876 

ALG-40091 1874-09-29 Baptism of Jane Maria 
Ferris 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 S > Sheenboro > All > 1873-1893 

ALG-40092 1878-05-26 Baptism of Alexander 
Ferris 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 S > Sheenboro > All > 1873-1893 

ALG-40097 1845-06-15 Baptism of Anna 
McDonnell 

AOO F 978 Box MU 3567 LAC MS 811 Reel 6  
Albany-Temagami (Temiscamingue) Indian Registers of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 
1843-1876 (Maintained by the Oblates of St. Marc de Figuery) 

ALG-40098 1861-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-1091; Ancestry.ca 1861 Census of Canada Canada West > Algoma 
p.135 

ALG-40099 1861-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-1091; Ancestry.ca 1861 Census of Canada Canada West > Algoma 
p.133 

ALG-40100 1865-09-03 Petition Roman Catholic Diocese of Pembroke, Archives, Missionary Correspondence. Petition 
des 'sauvages de Mattawa'. 3 September 1865 

ALG-40101 1848-07-23 Baptism of Sophie 
McDonnell 

AOO F 978 Box MU 3567 LAC MS 811 Reel 6  
Albany-Temagami (Temiscamingue) Indian Registers of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 
1843-1876 (Maintained by the Oblates of St. Marc de Figuery) 

ALG-40102 1881-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-13235; Ancestry.ca 1881 Census of Canada Ontario > Renfrew 
North > Unorganised Territory p. 5-8 

ALG-40103 1878-10-25 Marriage of Joseph 
Berube and Sophie 
McDonald 

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, 
and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 
1860-98 p. 91 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40104 1891-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6355; Ancestry.ca 1891 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > 
Mattawa and Papineau p. 14 

ALG-40105 1881-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-13235 Province: Ontario; District Name: Renfrew North (No. 114); 
Sub-District Name: Unorganized Territory (No. M); p. 8 

ALG-40106 1881-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-13235 Province: Ontario; District Name: Renfrew North (No. 114); 
Sub-District Name: Unorganized Territory (No. M); p. 8 

ALG-40107 1911-00-00 Census LAC RG 31-C-1 Reels T-20326-20460; Ancestry.ca 1911 Census of Canada Ontario > 
Nipissing > Sub-District 103 - Mattawa p. 8 

ALG-40108 1921-02-05 Burial record of Sophie 
McDonald 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. Ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > All > 1910-1925 p. 260 

ALG-40109 1837-07-31 Marriage of Alexander 
McDonell and Mary Ann 
McKay 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 5018 

ALG-40110 1843-06-19 Baptism of Mani 
McDonnell 

AOO F 978 Box MU 3567 LAC MS 811 Reel 6  
Albany-Temagami (Temiscamingue) Indian Registers of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 
1843-1876 (Maintained by the Oblates of St. Marc de Figuery) 

ALG-40111 1866-08-28 Marriage of Allan John 
McDonnell and Henriette 
Bertrand 

AOO MS 248 Reel 14; www.familysearch.org "Canada, Ontario County Marriage 
Registers, 1858-1869" Renfrew > 1865-1869, vol 60 > Image 16 

ALG-40112 1977-00-00 Biographical Appendix of 
Allan McDonell 

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 
1977 

ALG-40113 Accessed 
2022-10-18 

HBC Biographical Sketch 
of Aeneas Cameron 

Provincial Archives of Manitoba Keystone Archives Descriptive Database; Cameron, 
Aeneas (ca. 1757-1822) 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL/121634286/1/1/2773?ADDSELECTI
ON&SINGLE=Y&COOKIE=PAM_ONLINE&SISN=2773&DBNAME=AUTHORITY_WEB_INT 

ALG-40114 1838-08-08 Baptism of Angus 
Cameron McDonald 

Archives of Manitoba, HBCA, Extracts from registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
in Rupert's Land, Register of Baptisms, 1820-1841, E.4/1a fo. 154d Digital Image 
Number: HB16-004557.jpg 

ALG-40115 1934-00-00 
Printed 
2022-10-06 

Biographical Dictionary 
of Allan MacDonell 

Biographical sheet of MacDonell, Allan LAC General Collection FC15 C4 No. 22 Item 
33286055472035 Wallace, W. Stewart, "Documents relating to the North West 
Company", 1934 The Champlain Society, Toronto 
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Document 
Number 

Document 
Date 

Document Description Reference 

ALG-40116 1835-09-16 Burial of Margaret 
McDonald 

Archives of Manitoba, HBCA, Extracts from registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
in Rupert's Land, Register of Baptisms, 1820-1841, E.4/1a fo. 302 Digital Image Number: 
HB16-004841.jpg 

ALG-40117 1834-12-17 Baptism of Sophia 
McDonald 

Archives of Manitoba, HBCA, Extracts from registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
in Rupert's Land, Register of Baptisms, 1820-1841, E.4/1a fo. 117d Digital Image 
Number: HB16-004487.jpg 

ALG-40118 1834-12-18 Marriage of Sophia 
McDonald and John 
Livingstone 

Archives of Manitoba, HBCA, Extracts from registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
in Rupert's Land, Register of Baptisms, 1820-1841, E.4/1a fo. 242 Digital Image Number: 
HB16-004744.jpg 

ALG-40119 1833-12-08 Baptism of Margaret 
wife of Allan McDonell 

Archives of Manitoba, HBCA, Extracts from registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
in Rupert's Land, Register of Baptisms, 1820-1841, E.4/1a fo. 105d Digital Image 
Number: HB16-004464.jpg 

ALG-40120 1859-06-28 Burial record for Allan 
McDonnell 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 M > Montréal > Basilique Notre-Dame > 1859 p. 
293 

ALG-40121 Accessed 
2022-09-28 

Canadian Biography of 
Allan McDonell 

Elaine Allan Mitchell, “McDONELL, ALLAN,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 8, 
University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed October 18, 2022 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/mcdonell_allan_8E.html 

ALG-40122 Accessed 
2022-09-28 

Canadian Biography of 
Aeneas Cameron 

Elaine Allan Mitchell, “CAMERON, ÆNEAS,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6, 
University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed October 18, 2022  
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html. 

ALG-40123 1977-00-00 Biographical Appendix of 
Aeneas Cameron 

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 
1977 

ALG-40124 1885-08-31 Burial record of Dame 
Ann Cameron 

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church 
Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 M > Montréal > Basilique Notre-Dame > 1885 

ALG-40127 1836-07-24 Baptism of Mary Ann 
McKay 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 20 

ALG-40128 1836-07-25 Baptism of Elisabeth 
Nettawabank dite Nikens 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 20 
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Document 
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Document 
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Document Description Reference 

ALG-40129 1836-07-25 Marriage of John McKay 
and Elisabeth 
Nettawabank dite Nikens 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 21 

ALG-40130 1836-07-26 Baptism of Jenny McKay Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 21 

ALG-40131 1836-07-17 Baptism of John George 
McKay 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 17 

ALG-40132 1836-07-15 Baptism of Donald 
McKay 

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés 
paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 16 

ALG-40133 1999-04-00 HBC Biographical Sheet 
of John McKay 

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for John McKay; 1999; PAM, HBCA, McKay, 
John.  
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mckay_john-d1815-
1848.pdf 

ALG-40135 1865-09-03 Translation of 1865 
Petition 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Pembroke, Archives, Missionary Correspondence. Petition 
des 'sauvages de Mattawa'. 3 September 1865 

ALG-40136 1865-09-03 Transcription of 1865 
Petition 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Pembroke, Archives, Missionary Correspondence. Petition 
des 'sauvages de Mattawa'. 3 September 1865 
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Appendix 4: Supporting Document Package for Anna McDonald 
 

The documents are organized by ALG document number.  
They appear in the same order as in the list in Appendix 3 and are bookmarked for ease of reference. 



ALG-00425

LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-10022; Ancestry.ca 1871 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing North > Mattawan South p. 1



ALG-00425

LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-10022; Ancestry.ca 1871 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing North > Mattawan South p. 1



ALG-00946

Institut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic  
Church Record (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 F > Fort William > ALL > 1863-1888 p. 15



ALG-01387

LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6484; Ancestry.ca 1901 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > Mattawan (Town/Ville) p. 12



ALG-01888

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Not Stated > Our Lady of Good Counsel > Various Church Records; Deep River, Point Alexander, Chalk River: 1888-1910 p. 8



ALG-02131

Institut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal: Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 P > Pembroke > Mission > 1839-1842 p. 3



 

ALG-02243

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa
> Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 12



ALG-02343

Insitut Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 P > Pembroke > Mission > 1839-1842 p. 42



  

 

ALG-02465

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98



 

ALG-02552

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 93



 

ALG-02707

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 140



 

ALG-05888

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa
> Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 229



 

ALG-05915

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 246



 

ALG-06446

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 444



 

ALG-06492

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 461



 

ALG-06759

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 541



 

ALG-06896

Diocese of Pembroke; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Roman Catholic Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1760-1923 Mattawa > Saint Anne > Baptism, Marriage, Burial; Mattawa; 1860-98 p. 574



ALG-20024

LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel T-6355; Ancestry.ca 1891 Census of Canada Ontario > Nipissing > Mattawa p. 28



NAME: McDONELL, Allan            PARISH: Scotland (B.134/g)     ENTERED SERVICE: 1821  DATES: b.ca.1778
[Hudson's Bay (B.135/g)]                                                         d.15 June 1859 (B.134/b/17 fo.695)

Appointments & Service 
Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference 
*An Outfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May
1799 joined XY Company Williams,G., HBC Miscellany,p.167
1804 joined North West Company when it amalgamated with the XY Company Williams,G., HBC Miscellany,p.167
1804, 1806-1807 Clerk Fort Dauphin Masson, Les bourgeois,Vol.1,p.404;

Wallace,W.Stewart, Docs of  NW Co.,p.220
1818 arrested by Lord Selkirk and tried at York [Toronto] Amos, Report of trials, p.31
1819-1820 In charge Carlton House B.51/e/1,fo.19
1821 joined Hudson's Bay Company as Chief Trader A.31/2,fo.4
1821-1823 Chief Trader in charge Swan River House Swan River B.213/d/11,p.50;B.239/k/1,p.7,15

of District 
1823, July appointed Chief Trader i/c Hay River Athabasca B.239/k/1,p.43,46
1823,July granted leave of absence due to ill health B.239/k/1,p.65
1823,Dec.-1824 Chief Trader Qu'Appelle (Beaver Creek) Upper Red River B.22/d/12,fo.5;D.4/3,p.91,107
1824-1826 Chief Trader i/c of District Fort Pelly Swan River B.239/k/1,p.76,86,121
1826-1827 Chief Trader i/c of District [Temiscamingue] Temiscamingue B.239/k/1,p.165; D.4/15,p.188
1827-1828 Chief Trader i/c of District Temiscamingue Temiscamingue B.134/g/6,p.6
*1828-1834 Chief Factor i/c of District Temiscamingue Temiscamingue A.1/56 fo.19; B.135/g/14 fo.22;

B.135/g/16 fo.22; B.135/k/1 p.104,117;
D.4/92 p.14; D.5/3 fo.33

1833,20 August tenders resignation, ill health, effective end of Outfit 34 A.6/23,p.95
1834-1835 Ch.Factor A.McDonnel or Rupert's River Rupert's River B.135/k/1,p.128

Ch.Factor J.Beioley appointed in charge 
1835-1837 Chief Factor i/c of District Fort Frances Lac La Pluie B.239/k/2,p.91,134
1837-1838 Chief Factor i/c of District Fort Alexander Lac La Pluie B.239/k/2,p.160
1838-1839 on leave due to ill health B.129/a/19,fo.6,7,19d; D.4/23,p.88;

D.4/25,p.27
1839-1841 Chief Factor i/c of District Fort Frances Lac La Pluie B.239/k/2,p.182,203
1840,1 March instructed to relieve Ch.Factor Finlayson at Red River,Summer 1840 D.4/25,p.140
1841-1842 on furlough B.239/k/2,p.217
1842-1843 leave of absence B.239/k/2,p.247
1843,1 June retired with Mrs. McDonell,a native woman,to Lundy Cottage,Montreal A.31/3,p.4;D.5/12,fo.64d

ARCHIVES
WINNIPEG

1848-1856 corresponded with Sir George Simpson D.5/22-D.5/42
1852 Simpson arranged for him to have his eye operated on in England D.5/34,fos.136,397

*appears in Simpson's Character Book (A.34/2)
Filename: M’Donell, Allan (1778-1859) (fl. XY, NWC, HBC 1799-1840) (cont’d)

ALG-20745

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for Allan McDonell; 1999; PAM, HBCA, McDonell, Allan. 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mcdonell_allan.pdf



Family
Brother: Hon. John McDonell, Detroit (D.4/22,fo.71) 
Wife: Margaret [reputed wife], a native woman, baptized by Rev. David T. Jones 8 December 1833 (E.4/1,fo.105d) 

1835, 12 January reported to be interested in "Miss Cock Eye McGillis" as a wife (B.135/c/2,fo.141) but they apparently did not
marry as he left a bequest to Miss Mary McGillis, Williamstown, U.C. (B.134/b/17,fo.675) 

Son: Alexander McDonell joined the Hudson's Bay Company 14 July 1826 (A.32/40,fo.259) 
Daughters: Sophia (1811-1835) married John Livingston 18 December 1834 and Margaret (1825-1835) died while boarding with Rev. David

T. Jones (P.A.M., St. John's parish records;de P.Glazebrook,G., Hargrave Correspondence,p.207)
1836 Mother and two daughters boarding at Red River, placed there by Sir George Simpson (P.A.M.,MG2 A6,fo.105)
1852 son John was in prison and his father arranged passage for him to Australia (D.5/34,p.185)

In correspondence relating to his will (B.134/b/17,fo.109) three sons are mentioned: Angus C., Allan and John as well as a daughter who was living with her 
mother (B.134/b/17,fo.109).  A copy of the will can be obtained from Archives Nationales du Quebec, l945 rue Mullins, Montreal PQ, H3K lN9: depose 
redige No.8687, Greffe, Etienne Guy 

See also -  Search File: "McDonell, Allan" 

Filename: M’Donell.Allan  (1778-1859) (fl. XY, NWC, HBC 1799-1840);   ES: wg  December 1986  ; April/99/mhd 

ARCHIVES
WINNIPEG

ALG-20745

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for Allan McDonell; 1999; PAM, HBCA, McDonell, Allan. 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mcdonell_allan.pdf



NAME: McDONELL, Alexander PARISH:   Indian Country               ENTERED SERVICE: 14 July 1826 DATES:
d. ca. 1847

Appointments & Service 
Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference 
*An Outfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May

1826, 14 July Contract as apprentice labourer signed by his father, Allan McDonell A.32/40, fo. 259
1826-1830 Labourer Swan River B.239/g/6-10
1831-1832 Labourer Lac La Pluie B.239/g/11-12
1833 "Canada" B.239/g/12
1833 Steersman/Runner Temiscamingue B.135/g/18
1834-1845 Steersman Temiscamingue B.135/g/19-29
1846 Retired B.135/g/30

ARCHIVES
WINNIPEG

Married a daughter of John McKay.  Two children were left a legacy of £100 by their grandfather, Allan McDonell.
Alexander died of tuberculosis shortly after leaving the service. (E.A. Mitchell, Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade (University of Toronto, 1977):239-240. 

Filename: M’Donell, Alexander (d. ca. 1847) (fl. 1826-1846)   AM/Oct.1992  ;  April/99/mhd 

ALG-20746

Hudson’s Bay Company Biographical Sheet for Alexander McDonell; 1999; PAM, HBCA, McDonell, Alexander. 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/mc/mcdonell_alexander.pdf



ALG-22120

Institut Généalogique Drouin; Ancestry.ca Ontario, Canada, Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1802-1967 M > Mattawa > ALL > 1898-1909 p. 131



ALG-22375

LAC RG 31-C-1 Reel C-1091; Ancestry.ca 1861 Census of Canada Canada West > Algoma p.133
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McDONELL, ALLAN, fur trader and politician; b. c. 1776 probably in Glen Garry
(Highland), Scotland, son of Donald MacDonell, seventh of Lundie, and his third wife, a
Miss MacDonald of Islay; d. 16 June 1859 in Montreal.

Having lost his ancestral lands through impoverishment, Donald MacDonell immigrated
to British North America with his family and settled at Martintown, Upper Canada. In
February 1799 Allan, who signed his name McDonell, joined the Montreal fur-trading firm of
Forsyth, Richardson and Company [see John Forsyth*; John Richardson*] as an apprentice
clerk and was sent to the northwest. This firm was one of the partners in the New North West
Company (sometimes called the XY Company), which was competing with the North West
Company. After the union of these two companies in 1804 [see Sir Alexander Mackenzie*],
McDonell served as clerk in the expanded NWC at Fort Dauphin (Man.) on Lake Dauphin,
and two years later he accompanied the Nor’Westers Alexander Henry* the younger and
Charles Chaboillez* on their expedition to the Mandan villages on the upper Missouri River.
During the years of conflict between the NWC and the Hudson’s Bay Company, he remained
in the Fort Dauphin and Red River departments, becoming an NWC partner in 1816. In June
of that year he was in the Red River area and was listed by HBC officer Peter Fidler* as one of
the NWC men “looking on” while the group of Métis led by Cuthbert Grant ransacked the
HBC’s Brandon House. Later that summer he was one of the NWC partners arrested by
Lord Selkirk [Douglas*] at Fort William (Thunder Bay, Ont.) as accessories to the murder of
Governor Robert Semple*, who had been killed with about 20 Red River colonists in a battle
with Grant’s men at Seven Oaks (Winnipeg) on 19 June. On 22 Oct. 1818, with 13 others, he
was indicted by the grand jury at York (Toronto), but he and several others were never tried,
apparently not being in custody. He does not seem to have been actively involved in the
events at Seven Oaks, although the testimony of one witness, John Palmer Bourke, implied
that he had a reputation for violence.

When the HBC absorbed the NWC in 1821 [see Simon McGillivray*], McDonell was made
chief trader and placed in charge of the Swan River district at Fort Dauphin. One of the
principal functions of this district was the collection and transport of provisions such as salt,
sugar, and pemmican for the more remote northwestern posts. Each spring McDonell
conducted these supplies down the Assiniboine River and up to Norway House (Man.). He
did not take advantage of the furlough granted to him in 1823 and stayed in the Swan River
district until 1826, when the Council of the Northern Department posted him to the
Timiskaming district. Initially he shared the management of this district with Chief Trader
Angus Cameron*; in 1827 he became sole commander and a year later he was promoted chief
factor.

By 1834 HBC governor George S  was dissatisfied with McDonell’s handling of his
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men and the Indians, and his methods for dealing with the independent traders who were
moving into the area. McDonell was therefore granted a year’s furlough and was replaced by
Cameron. In 1835 he was appointed to the Rainy Lake district; he stayed there until 1841
when he was allowed two years’ furlough before officially retiring in 1843. While at Rainy
Lake he had been appointed to the Council of Assiniboia on 20 March 1839.

After retirement from the HBC, McDonell settled on the mountain in Montreal with his
wife and family. McDonell’s wife, who was baptized Margaret at Red River in 1833, was the
daughter of Æneas Cameron* of Timiskaming. Their house, Lundy Cottage, which overlooked
the ruins of Simon McTavish*’s unfinished residence, was described by another retired fur
trader, George K , as “a splendid mansion, with a valuable altho small lot of land
attached” and with “elegant accomodations and furniture.” With Peter Warren Dease*,
J  C , and others, McDonell was among those retired ex-Nor’Westers whom
Simpson deplored as “sauntering through the streets of Montreal & smoking away the
remainder of the day in Sword’s Barroom.” Yet, although Angus Cameron’s nephew Angus
Cameron, a banker, did not consider McDonell’s means well invested, being mostly in railway
stock, he told his uncle that McDonell managed his affairs very economically. By 1848
McDonell was almost blind from cataracts, and two operations, in Montreal in 1851 and in
London in 1852, did little to help. Nevertheless, in 1855 the younger Angus Cameron noted
that he was still able to “see and tell the colours of brandy & Water from pure water.” He died
in Montreal at the age of 83 and was buried in the Roman Catholic cemetery Notre-Dame-
des-Neiges on 18 June 1859.

The McDonells had at least seven children and Mrs McDonell was still living in Montreal
in 1876. Governor Simpson characterized McDonell in 1832 as “a good rather than a clever
fellow” and this opinion seems to have been shared by his other friends who, again like
Simpson, also appreciated his kindness, generosity, and wit. He acquitted himself creditably
in the Northern Department, where he spent most of his career, but had less success in
Timiskaming with its largely Canadian servants and rapidly increasing opposition from
Canada. Although deficient in education himself, he did his best for his children, one of
whom, Angus, was educated to be a doctor, and another, John, became a Jesuit. Former
colleagues as well as young Angus Cameron all spoke of him with affection, and Chief Factor
Cameron nicknamed him “Sir Allan,” perhaps a compliment to his Highland lineage.

E  A  M

Æneas and Angus Cameron papers are in the possession of E. A. Mitchell of Toronto (mfm. at AO).
ANQ-M, CN1-29, 5 févr. 1799. Glengarry Geneal. Soc. (Lancaster, Ont.), E. A. Mitchell, “An aspect of
one branch line of the Macdonells of Lundie.” Les bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest
(Masson), vol.1. Docs. relating to NWC (Wallace). Hargrave, Hargrave corr. (Glazebrook). HBRS, 2
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(Rich and Fleming); 3 (Fleming). Report of the proceedings connected with the disputes between
the Earl of Selkirk and the North-West Company at the assizes, held at York, in Upper Canada,
October 1818, from minutes taken in court (Montreal, 1819). Report of trials in the courts of
Canada, relative to the destruction of the Earl of Selkirk’s settlement on the Red River; with
observations, ed. Andrew Amos (London, 1820). Simpson, “Character book,” HBRS, 30 (Williams),
151–236. J. A. Macdonell, Sketches illustrating the early settlement and history of Glengarry in
Canada, relating principally to the Revolutionary War of 1775–83, the War of 1812–14 and the
rebellion of 1837–8 . . . (Montreal, 1893). E. A. Mitchell, Fort Timiskaming and the fur trade
(Toronto and Buffalo, N.Y., 1977).
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CAMERON, ÆNEAS, fur trader; b. c. 1757 in the parish of Kirkmichael (Grampian),
Scotland; d. 8 Sept. 1822 in Montreal.

Æneas Cameron’s father, Alexander, farmed a small holding, Inverchabet, and his mother,
Grace Grant, was from nearby Glen Lochy. His mother’s brothers, John and Francis Grant,
were wealthy Jamaican planters. Through his maternal grandmother, Æneas was also
related to the merchant and fur trader William Grant* “of Three Rivers.”

In December 1786 Cameron, recently arrived in Jamaica from Quebec under the
sponsorship of Richard Dobie*, wrote from Kingston to his uncle Francis at Montego Bay
concerning his future plans. Whatever they were, Francis did not approve and proposed that
Cameron consider “the planting line” in his service. Whether Cameron agreed or not, he was
apparently dissatisfied with his situation, for in the spring of 1788 he was back in the
province of Quebec and was engaged by Dobie as clerk for Fort Abitibi (near La Sarre, Que.).
He probably owed his introduction to the fur trade to his Grant connections. Dobie, a
prominent Montreal merchant and fur trader, had acquired the Timiskaming posts the
previous year in partnership with James Grant*, who, like William Grant, was originally from
Kirkmichael, although there is no evidence of a blood relationship. But William Grant and
Dobie, long-time business associates and friends, may have been more closely connected
through Dobie’s son-in-law, John Grant, a former Timiskaming partner, who was almost
certainly related to Cameron’s uncles, the Jamaican Grants. Such ties, together with
Cameron’s superior education and business habits, demonstrated in his surviving letters and
papers, would also account for the generosity of Dobie’s terms: if Cameron decided to remain
in the fur country and if James Grant were willing, Dobie would offer Cameron part of his
own share in the posts.

Cameron remained at Fort Abitibi for several years but his hopes for a share were deferred
when, in 1791, Dobie and Grant sold the Timiskaming posts to Grant, Campion and
Company, of which William Grant was senior partner. About 1792 Cameron took charge of
the post at Grand-Lac (Grand-Lac-Victoria) and in the autumn of 1793 of that at Fort
Timiskaming (near Ville-Marie), replacing James Grant whose health would prevent him
from spending another winter there. The following summer Cameron secured an interest in
the business. In 1795 the posts were again sold, to McTavish, Frobisher and Company, the
agents of the North West Company, and in offering Cameron a generous salary to manage
them Simon McTavish* also promised him a share in the new agreement (due to take effect
in 1799) as soon as an opening occurred. During the next three years, however, apparently
because of a misunderstanding, Cameron was in dispute with the agents over both his salary
and his expected partnership. He finally signed the agreement in October 1798.
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In 1800 the NWC sent an overland expedition, headed by Alexander M D , to
establish posts on James Bay in order to compete with the Hudson’s Bay Company. As
commander of the Timiskaming posts, Cameron was involved in the plans for the venture,
but it is clear that he was not enthusiastic. In the summer of 1805 he went overland to the
bay to assess the company’s position there. Returning to the area by ship the following
summer, he ordered that all the posts be abandoned, apparently because they were not
economically viable and had failed in their original strategic mission of forcing the HBC to
come to terms with the NWC. He was afterwards reported to have been censured by the NWC
partners at Fort William (Thunder Bay, Ont.) for giving up the station at Moose Factory
(Ont.) but there is no doubt that his decision was correct.

Although Cameron seems to have left Fort Timiskaming in 1804, he probably did not retire
to Montreal until 1806, after his return from the bay. He became a member of the Beaver
Club in 1807 and until 1812, although never a partner of McTavish, McGillivrays and
Company, he served the firm in a financial capacity, probably in the accounting and
supplying of the Timiskaming business. During the War of 1812 he was captain and
paymaster of the Corps of Canadian Voyageurs raised by the Nor’Westers and in 1815 he sold
his hundredth share as a retired partner and all his interests in the NWC to its agents for
£11,000. He had never formally married but he had at least one Indian wife at Fort
Timiskaming. Margaret, who became the wife of Chief Factor Allan McDonell*, was
apparently his daughter.

During his last years Cameron lived at a boardinghouse kept by Thomas Holmes, father of
Benjamin* and Andrew Fernando*. A member of the Presbyterian St Gabriel Street Church,
he was buried in its cemetery on 10 Sept. 1822. His will, made on 24 June 1818, left the bulk
of his estate, after numerous legacies, to his nephew, Angus Cameron* of Timiskaming, a
former partner in the NWC.

Evidence reveals Æneas Cameron to have been a proud and upright Highlander, concerned
for his family and esteemed and loved by his Montreal friends. He also proved to be an
excellent trader, and an astute and meticulous businessman. Under his command the
Timiskaming posts, long a losing venture, were well on their way to becoming one of the
Nor’Westers’ most profitable departments, a position they were to retain under the HBC for
almost 40 years.

E  A  M

PAM, HBCA, E.41/1–3 (mfm. at AO). Docs. relating to NWC (Wallace). E. A. Mitchell, Fort
Timiskaming and the fur trade (Toronto and Buffalo, N.Y., 1977). W. S. Wallace, The pedlars from
Quebec and other papers on the Nor’Westers (Toronto, 1954).

Biography – CAMERON, ÆNEAS – Volume VI (1821-1835) – Dictiona... http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html?print=1

2 of 3 28/09/2022, 1:55 p.m.

ALG-40122

Elaine Allan Mitchell, “CAMERON, ÆNEAS,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed October 18, 2022
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html. 



General Bibliography

© 1987–2022 University of Toronto/Université Laval

Related Biographies

McTAVISH, SIMON HOLMES, ANDREW
FERNANDO

Cite This Article
Elaine Allan Mitchell, “CAMERON, ÆNEAS,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6,
University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed September 28, 2022,
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html.

The citation above shows the format for footnotes and endnotes according to the Chicago
manual of style (16th edition). Information to be used in other citation formats:

Permalink:  http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html
Author of Article:  Elaine Allan Mitchell
Title of Article:  CAMERON, ÆNEAS
Publication Name:  Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6
Publisher:  University of Toronto/Université Laval
Year of revision:  1987
Access Date:  September 28, 2022

Biography – CAMERON, ÆNEAS – Volume VI (1821-1835) – Dictiona... http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html?print=1

3 of 3 28/09/2022, 1:55 p.m.

ALG-40122

Elaine Allan Mitchell, “CAMERON, ÆNEAS,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed October 18, 2022
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cameron_aeneas_6E.html. 



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40123

Mitchell, Elaine A. Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1977



ALG-40124

Institute Généalogique Drouin, Montreal; Ancestry. ca Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 M > Montréal > Basilique Notre-Dame > 1885



ALG-40127

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 20



ALG-40128

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 20



ALG-40129

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 21



ALG-40130

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 21



ALG-40131

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 17



ALG-40132

Catholic Church. Diocese of Pembroke, (Ontario); www.familysearch.org Registrés paroissiaux, 1836-1842 Film 1703968, DGS 7769217 Image 16



NAME: McKAY, John ‘d’   PARISH:Temiscamingue     ENTERED SERVICE: ca.1815 (NWC)         DATES:  b. ca.1800 
d. 1856

Appointments & Service 
Outfit Year*: Position:            Post: District: HBCA Reference: 
*An Outfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May

1815-1821 North West Company* 
1821-1828 Clerk/Clerk & Interpreter  Temiscamingue B.134/g/2,4-6
1829-1833 Clerk Temiscamingue  B.135/g/11-17
1834-1835 Clerk & Interpreter Temiscamingue B.135/g/18-19
1836-1847 Postmaster Temiscamingue  B.135/g/20-31
1848 Listed as “Retired to Canada” B.135/g/32
1856, 15 August Died B.135/g/40

*HBC records credit him with service beginning around 1815.  He is listed as an apprentice in the NWC’s Temiscamingue Department in the spring of 1821.
(F.4/46, p. 24)

In his report on Temiscamingue of 4 July 1823, Thomas Fraser described McKay as: 
“A very ingenious, industrious and serviceable person at this Post but is rather fond of Liquor.” (B.218/e/1, fo. 4) 

In his Character Book, 1832, George Simpson also refers to McKay’s heavy drinking: 
“[he] is only retained in the Service as he would be troublesome in opposition from his knowledge [of] the country and influence over the principal Indians in the 
District to whom he is related.” (A.34/2) 

According to Elaine A. Mitchell, Fort Timiskaming and the Fur Trade (1977), he was the son of Donald McKay (fl. 1785-1820).  John’s only son, Henry, died in 
1851. (Search File,”McKay, Donald (fl. 1785-1820)”) 

ARCHIVES
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Filename: M’Kay, John ‘d’ (ca. 1800-1856) (fl. NWC, HBC 1815-1848)     AM/Nov. 1996   ;  April/99/mhd 
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[Top right margin] 
1865/09/03 
 

Mattawa 3 de September 65 
 
To His Highness My Lord 
We Indians of Mattawa take the liberty of imploring your kindness to grant us a request that we 
are going to make to him. 
My Lord, we want to ask you for one more mission than we usually have. This mission we 
wanted to have [by] the 15th of June, our reason for doing so, My Lord, is that by that time we 
will be able to pay the [support] of our fathers. It is precisely around this time that we come out 
of the woods, but the August mission, as we have every year, we find it impossible to have a 
single penny, and so, My Lord, it is no longer as it was in the past, we cannot have provisions to 
wait for [from] the moment we come down until the month of August, the company no longer 
[wants] to advance us anything, and well, My Lord, by having the mission around the fifteenth of 
June, we do not lack anything and then after the mission we go back into the woods to find our 
life there. 
 
Then also our families will not have so many chances to be [lost] by the bad companies. 
 
Now, My Lord, we would like to have a second mission around the first of September, so we can 
all come down for this mission and do a little more for our Fathers. Then go back to the woods 
for the winter. Our little Church, My Lord, [illegible] a lot we have done a lot of repairs this 
spring and also, My Lord, we hope that next spring we will have our well [illegible] of all that is 
necessary to say the holy mass, our good Fathers will no longer have the trouble of carrying 
their chapel around. Everything has changed here, My Lord, the most [illegible] of Mattawa are 
now Catholics like us. If your goodness, My Lord, grants our request, we will be very grateful to 
you. We will have a special canoe for the Church to transport the Fathers. My Lord, grant us this 
favor for next summer and you will be able to judge by the report of our good Fathers if we have 
done our duty. 
 
My Lord, many Indians cannot attend the holy services because they are too far away, and most 
of the time they do not know exactly when the Fathers will come. 
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But My Lord, if you grant our request, tell us when we will have our missions so that we can let 
all our companions know, we all [have hope] in you My Lord, we will be happy to know the 
answer before we go up which will be around the 20th of this month. 
 
If you send us an answer, you will address your letter as follows 
[Temmons] & [Ouellet] 
 
For the Indians  Mattawa 
[illegible] 
 
Well, My Lord, while hoping for your kindness we remain your grateful children. 
 
Amable Dupond  Father 
[Jeanborne] Dupond 
Antoine Simagakwit 
Pierre Mikmak 
Antoine Simon 
Gros Louis 
Aimable Dupond Son 
[Jeanborne] [Patakwaben] 
Francois Dupond 
[Moisi] [Michigikwan] 
Jacob Pacosigan 
Ignace Dupond 
Francois [Jako] 
Jacinthe St Denis 
Antoine [Cotou] 
Jean Baptiste [Regikizick] 
Jako [Cochin] 
St Pierre [Minichikakwens] 
John McDonnell 
Narcisse [Lorion] 
Joseph Langevins 
Narcisse Gatton 
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Thomas Delisle 
Simon [Slobenensi] 
Bazil Dupond 
Joseph [Michikakwa] 
Tanisor Langevins 
Louison Dupond 
[Jeanbach] Antoine 
Joe Lariviere 
Jean Simon 
Ignace Baskins 
Alexain Antoine 
Francois Antoine 
Bernard 
Alexandre Dupond 
John Langevins 
Louison Cochins 
John Dorion 
Alexandre Dorion 
Antoine [Illisible] 
Simon [Illisible] 
Alexandre Langevins 
Joseph [Jeanborne] 
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[Marge en haut à droite] 
1865/09/03 
 

Mattawa 3 de Septembre 65 
 
A Sa Grandeur Monseigneur 
Nous Sauvages du Mattawa prenons la liberté d’implorer votre bonté afin qu’elle nous accorde 
une demande que nous allons lui faire. 
Monseigneur, nous voulons vous demander une mission de plus que nous en avons à l’ordinaire. 
Cette mission nous désirions l’avoir [vers] le 15 de Juin notre raison pour cela Monseigneur et 
que vers ce temps, nous sommes en moyen de payer le [support] de nos pères. C’est justement 
vers ce temps que nous sortons des bois, mais la mission d’août comme nous avons chaque 
année nous nous trouvons dans l’impossibilité d’avoir un seul sou puis aussi Monseigneur, ce 
n’est plus comme autrefois nous ne pouvons avoir de provisions pour attendre [depuis] le 
moment que nous [désandons] [sic] jusqu’au mois d’août la compagny [sic] ne [veut] plus rien 
nous avancer, et bien Monseigneur en ayant la mission vers le quinze de juin nous ne manquons 
de rien et puis après la mission nous remontrons dans les bois afin d’y trouver notre vie. 
 
Puis aussi nos familles n’auront pas tant de chances à se [perdre] par les mauvaises compagnies. 
 
Maintenant Monseigneur nous voudrions avoir une seconde mission vers le premier de 
septembre alors nous pouvons tous désendre [sic] pour cette mission et faire encore un peu 
pour nos Pères. Puis ensuite remonter dans les bois pour l’hiver. 
 
Notre petite Église Monseigneur [illisible] beaucoup nous avons fait beaucoup de réparations ce 
printemps et aussi Monseigneur nous espérons que le printemps prochain nous aurons notre 
bien [illisible] de tout ce qu’il faut pour dire la Ste messe nos bons Pères n’aurons plus le trouble 
de trimbaler leur chapelle tout est bien changé ici Monseigneur les plus [illisible] du Mattawa 
maintenant sont catholiques comme nous. Si votre bonté Monseigneur nous accorde notre 
demande nous vous en serons très reconnaissants, nous aurons un canot exprès pour l’Église 
pour transporter les Pères. Monseigneur accordez-nous cette faveur pour l’été prochain et vous 
pourrez juger par le rapport de nos bons Pères si nous avons fait notre devoir. 
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Monseigneur beaucoup de Sauvages ne peuvent assister aux Saints offices parce qu’ils trop 
éloignés, et la plupart du temps ils ne savent pas exactement en quel temps les Pères doivent 
venir. 
 
Mais Monseigneur si vous nous accorder notre demande, dites-nous en quel temps nous aurons 
nos missions afin que nous le laissions savoir à tous nos compères, nous [espérons] tous en vous 
Monseigneur nous serons heureux de savoir la réponse avant que nous montions qui sera vers 
le 20 du courant. 
 
Si vous nous envoyez la réponse vous addresserez [sic] votre lettre comme ceci 
[Temmons] & [Ouellet] 
 
Pour les Sauvages Mattawa 
[illisible] 
 
Et bien Monseigneur tout en espérant de votre bonté nous demeurons vos enfants 
reconnaissants. 
 
Amable Dupond  Père 
[Jeanborne] Dupond 
Antoine Simagakwit 
Pierre Mikmak 
Antoine Simon 
Gros Louis 
Aimable Dupond fils 
[Jeanborne] [Patakwaben] 
Francois Dupond 
[Moisi] [Michigikwan] 
Jacob Pacosigan 
Ignace Dupond 
Francois [Jako] 
Jacinthe St Denis 
Antoine [Cotou] 
Jean Baptiste [Regikizick] 
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Jako [Cochin] 
St Pierre [Minichikakwens] 
John McDonnell 
Narcisse [Lorion] 
Joseph Langevins 
Narcisse Gatton 
Thomas Delisle 
Simon [Slobenensi] 
Bazil Dupond 
Joseph [Michikakwa] 
Tanisor Langevins 
Louison Dupond 
[Jeanbach] Antoine 
Joe Lariviere 
Jean Simon 
Ignace Baskins 
Alexain Antoine 
Francois Antoine 
Bernard 
Alexandre Dupond 
John Langevins 
Louison Cochins 
John Dorion 
Alexandre Dorion 
Antoine [Illisible] 
Simon [Illisible] 
Alexandre Langevins 
Joseph [Jeanborne] 
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