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A. Introduction 
The Algonquin Enrolment Board and Algonquin Tribunal were established by an ANR Special 
Resolution of April 20, 2021 (Motion 20210420-01). The purpose of the Board and Tribunal is to 
consider appeals and protests resulting from Stage 1 of Enrolment under the Proposed Beneficiary 
Criteria (PBC). The establishment of the Board and Tribunal had been anticipated by an ANR 
Special Resolution of January 22, 2020 (Motion 20200122-01) which set out the details and 
process for enrolment under the PBC.  
 
By way of a motion made on June 16, 2022, the ANRs referred certain historic persons that are on 
the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors to the Algonquin Tribunal for the purposes of determining 
whether such historic persons are identified in a historic record or document dated on or before 
December 31, 1921, in such a way that it would be reasonable to conclude that the person was 
considered to be an Algonquin or Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person. A “sibling of such a 
person” means a person with a common Algonquin parent.  These references were made pursuant 
to section 76(d) of the ANR Special Resolution of April 20, 2021 (Motion 20210420-01). 
 
“Algonquin Ancestor” is defined in Article 1 of the Special Resolution of January 22, 2020 and 
referenced in the Special Resolution of April 20, 2021, as follows: 

“Algonquin Ancestor” means a person who was born on or before July 15, 1897 and 
identified in an historic record or document dated on or before December 31, 1921, 
in such a way that it would be reasonable to conclude that the person was 
considered to be an Algonquin or Nipissing, or a sibling of such a person, and 
includes the persons listed in the schedule of Algonquin Ancestors, as amended by 
the Algonquin Negotiation Representatives from time to time and which may be 
viewed at the Algonquins of Ontario Consultation Office and Algonquin community 
offices.  In this definition, a sibling of a person is a person with a common Algonquin 
parent” [emphasis added]  

François Kawitadijik is one of the 14 ancestors referred to the Tribunal for review. This report 
provides information held in the Enrolment Office regarding François Kawitadijik. 

B. Methodology and organization of report 
This report is based written documents in the possession of the Enrolment Office at the time of 
writing. The information contained in these documents is outlined in Sections C to F. The source of 
the information is footnoted by an ALG document number. ALG document numbers are randomly 
assigned numbers for primary documents held in the Enrolment Office database. The cited 
documents are listed and their images appended to this report as described below. 
 
Note that certain historical people referred to in this report are also identified by a “RIN #”. A “RIN 
#” is a randomly generated number assigned by the Legacy Genealogical database to each 
individual person entered in that database. These individuals include historic persons that have 
been identified as Algonquin Ancestors, persons descended from these ancestors, and various 
non-Algonquin people who are married to Algonquins. RIN #s also appear in the Schedule of 
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Algonquin Ancestors. The use of a RIN # is not indicative of whether a historic person is, or is not, 
an Algonquin Ancestor, as defined above, or is otherwise suspected of being Algonquin.  It merely 
means that the historic person has been entered into the Legacy Genealogical database.  RIN #s 
are used to assist in the identification and tracing of family trees and are particularly useful when a 
historic person may be identified by different names or spelling conventions or when several 
individuals have the same or similar name. 
 
Appendix 1 is a timeline identifying the major life events for this ancestor that are recorded in the 
documents appended to Appendix 3. The table is organized chronologically by date of event and 
specifies the type of event, location of event, notes on individuals involved, tribal origin, and the 
ALG document number of source document. Note that some events included in Appendix 1 may 
not be fully described in this report but are provided for additional context. 
 
Appendix 2 is a list of supporting documents relevant to the ancestor. The table is organized by 
ALG document number and specifies the date of the document, a brief document description, and 
the archival source of the document.  
 
Appendix 3 is a package of supporting documents cited in this report. These are images of the 
actual documents. They are organized by ALG document number and thus appear in the same 
order as the list in Appendix 2. The images are bookmarked for ease of reference. The original 
archival source of the document, where available, is stamped on the document image as well as 
being included in the table in Appendix 2.  

C. Name variations 
François Kawitadijik’s surname was variously spelled as Kawitakijik, Kawitokijik, Kawitajijik and 
Kiwitakijik. These spelling anomalies commonly occurred in historic records because the 
Algonquins were an oral society with no standardized system of writing. Individuals who created 
written records at the time of events used phonetic spellings to record names as they understood 
them. In addition, when handwritten records were transcribed, recorders often guessed at the 
spelling of a name, adding to the confusion. Further complications arise because individuals 
frequently changed their names throughout their life time. These anomalies can make it difficult 
to determine if records are referencing the same individual. In the case of François Kawitadijik, his 
wife’s name, Marie Anne Kapimasikekwe (RIN #6870), although on occasion spelt Pimasikekwe, is 
recorded consistently enough to help us correctly identify François. François’s son Michel is 
recorded as Micen, a common occurrence in Algonquin/Nipissing records.  
 
François and Marie Anne’s daughters Therese Kowtagisighik (RIN #2173) and Suzanne Kawitakjik 
(RIN #6874), and their son Micen Kawitakijik (RIN #8622) all used ‘François’ as their surname from 
time to time. It was a common practice for children to take their father’s first name as a family 
name and pass that to their descendants.  
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D. Original basis for including François Kawitadijik on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors 
François Kawitadijick was listed on the 1842 Census for the Lac des Deux Montagnes (Oka) Mission 
as an Algonquin head of family. He was shown as a hunter heading a family of four people living in 
a dwelling with other Algonquins.1 “François Kawitakeijick” was listed on the 1850 Census of 
Lower Canada “Return of the Algonquin Tribe of the Lake of two Mountains” as the head of a 
household of eight people consisting of one adult male, three adult females, one male aged five to 
nine, two girls aged 10-14 and one girl aged five to nine.2 “Kawitachik” was listed as a signatory to 
the 1863 Petition from the “Indians of the village of Two Mountains hunting on the head waters of 
the Madawaska and other rivers of central Canada”. The petition was written seeking land on the 
upper Madawaska for “the whole Algonquin tribe”.3 

E. Documents related to François Kawitadijik and what they purport to say 
François Kawitakijik was baptized at Oka in 1818 at 22 years of age. He was noted as a 
“sauvage” born of Machkigon (probably Mackinaw, aka Michilimackinac). The witnesses to 
his baptism were François Odjik (RIN #6927) and his wife Marie Louise (Chevallier, RIN 
#6928).4  François Odjik and his wife’s father, Amable Pakwakona (RIN #58180) are both 
listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  
 
François Kawitakijik married Marie Anne Kapimasikekwe (RIN #6870) on the 10th of August 
1819 at Oka. François’ age was given as 23 years old and his origin given as ‘outaois’ but no 
parents were listed for him. Marie Anne’s age was given as 18 years old, and the marriage 
was authorized by her grandmother, Suzanne Makwa. No origin was given for Marie Anne 
or her grandmother.5 François and Marie Anne’s marriage was witnessed by “Amable 
Pakwakona” (noted above) and by two of Mary Anne’s brothers, “François” and “Ignace 
Kwetchens”. “François” is François Wabikekek dit Kaioko (RIN #6205) and “Ignace 
Kwetchens” is Ignace Kwatcenj dit Inini (RIN #7085), both of whom are listed on the 
Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. Records held by the Enrolment Office identify Marie 
Anne’s brothers, François Wabikekek and Ignace Kwatcenj, as Algonquin and/or Nipissing. 
 
“Outaois” is a reference to Odawa or Ottawa, an Algonquian-speaking people who 
occupied land around the upper Great Lakes and were active at Michilimackinac during the 
War of 1812. They were closely related to, but distinct, from their Ojibwe and Potawatomi 
neighbours. 
 
François and Marie Anne had nine known children for whom their baptism records 
consistently noted François and Marie Anne as “outaois” of the mission. These baptisms 
were witnessed by other Algonquin/Nipissing individuals. For example, the baptism of 
François and Marie Anne’s daughter Marie Madeleine, at Oka in 1824, was witnessed by 
“Amable Pikitijisak”, a known alternate name for Amable Pakwakona (noted above).6 
François and Marie Anne’s son Michel was baptized at Oka in 1839 with “Amable Defond” 

 
1 ALG-40000 
2 ALG-07475  

3 ALG-50433 
4 ALG-40001 

5 ALG-40002 
6 ALG-04510 
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(RIN #6435) and his wife “Catherine Kiweamokwe” (RIN #6436) standing as godparents.7 
Amable Defond was the brother of Jean Baptiste Kijikomanito (RIN #6643), both of whom 
are listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  
 
Of François and Mary Anne’s nine children only three had known descendants, all of whom 
married into Algonquin/Nipissing families. François and Marie Anne’s daughter Therese 
married Benjamin Weiwassang dit Leclerc/Leclair (RIN #2172) at Oka in 1847. His name was 
recorded as “Benjamin Weiawassang” in the marriage register. Therese and her parents, 
François and Mary Anne, were identified as Algonquins of the mission on this record. 
“Amable Wiskin” (RIN #6494) and “François Miskwabininte” (RIN #5468) were witnesses.8 
Both men are named on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.  
 
Benjamin Weiwassang dit Leclerc/Leclair was noted as being “Canadien adopté par les 
sauvages” on the burial record of his son Pierre in 1844 at Oka, prior to his marriage to 
Therese.9 His name was recorded as “Benjamin Eiawassang” on this record. He appears on 
the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors and was listed on the 1842 Census for the Lac des 
Deux Montagnes Mission as a Nipissing head of a family of two person, under the name 
“Benjamin Patowassong”; they are sharing a dwelling with other Nipissings. He was shown 
as a hunter.10 Benjamin was also listed on the 1850 Census of Lower Canada “Return of the 
Nipissingue Tribe at the Lake of the Two Mountains”, under the name “Benjamen 
Meiyawassang”. He was listed as a Nipissing head of household consisting of one adult 
male, one adult female and one male aged five to nine.11 Interestingly, Benjamin 
Weiwassang dit Leclerc/Leclair (RIN #2172) was said to be Nipissing on the records of both 
his first marriage in August 1838 and his second marriage in November 1839. 
 
Subsequent to their marriage in 1847 records, that mention Benjamin and his wife Therese, 
such as records for their children and census records, identified them simply as “Indian”. 
The exception is the record of their son Jacques’ baptism at Cathedrale Notre Dame in 
Ottawa in 1849. The child is identified as “Algonquin”. Benjamin and Therese were named 
as “Benjamin Creor and Therese Kontagichic”. Therese’s sister Suzanne was listed as being 
one of the godparents, with the name “Susanna Kontagichic”.12  

 
François and Marie Anne’s minor daughter Suzanne Oja8ack8abanok8e (aka de Kawitakijik, 
RIN #6874) married Jean Baptiste Miskocimaganic (RIN #8113) at Oka in 1851. The bride 
and groom were both identified as being of the mission. Jean Baptiste Miskocimaganic was 
also known as Jean Baptiste Enimwewitang dit Seemo/Simon. No origin was given for 
either the groom or bride, or their families. Jean Baptiste’s parents were named as Simon 
Ozowens and Marie Catherine A8asikijikok8e. Simon Ozowens (RIN #7611) was also known 
as Simon Enimwewitang and is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors. The 
marriage was witnessed by Pierre Mikkima, written as “Pierre Mikima” (RIN #6802), and 

 
7 ALG-40011 
8 ALG-05468 

9 ALG-05395 
10 ALG-40000 

11 ALG-07475 
12 ALG-20167 
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Pierre Milnense, who signed as “Pierre Minens” (RIN #397). Both witnesses are listed on 
the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors.13    
 
The baptism of Jean Baptiste and Suzanne’s daughter Mary Ann at Pembroke in 1857 
specified that the couple were from Lake of Two Mountains. Mary Ann’s parents were 
named as “Jean Baptiste Simo”, hunter, and “Susanna Kawitakichig”. The godparents were 
named as “Joseph Le Mur” and “Mary Thikathiwanokwe”. These godparents are Joseph 
Lamure (RIN #2273), who is listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors, and his wife 
Mary Catherine Chicachiwanokwe (RIN #2303).14  

 
François and Marie Anne’s son Michel Kawitadijik (RIN #8622) married Catherine 
Pessindawatch at Eganville in 1861. Michel’s name was written as “Michel Kaoutaguijik”, 
with only his father “François Kaoutaguijik” named. Catherine’s parents were named as 
“Michel Pezinawatch” and “Angelique Makwa”. No racial origin was provided in this 
marriage record.15 “Michel Pezinawatch” is Michel Pessindawatch (RIN #7206) who is listed 
on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors due to being named on numerous documents, 
specifically as an Algonquin War Chief on an 1827 petition with the name “Michel 
Paysindawa”.16 Michel Kawitadijik is also listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors for 
an 1880 petition from Golden Lake under the name “Michen Kawitakikik”.17 
 
Michel Kawitadijik and his wife Catherine have no events recorded at Oka. Their records 
were generated in the Ottawa Valley and referred to them only as “Indian”. This couple 
appear on the 1881 census, residing at Golden Lake with other “Indian” families. Michel 
appears as “Micen Simion,” the head of an Indian household, living with his wife and three 
children, and is noted as being a hunter/farmer.18 
 

F. Anomalies/Challenges 
While François is identified as an Odawa from the upper Great Lakes in his earliest records, he 
is clearly integrated into the Algonquin community, as evidenced by his marriage to an 
Algonquin woman, living and being enumerated in the Algonquin village at Lake of Two 
Mountains, and signing a petition on behalf of the whole Algonquin tribe. Other prominent 
Algonquins witnessed the family’s events, such as baptisms and marriages. His children marry 
into other Algonquin families and become identified as Algonquin in an era where children 
were typically assigned the ethnic origin of their father. The key information available from the 
documents is summarized below: 

François Kawitadijik married Mary Ann, an Algonquin woman, in 1819. Her brothers are 
listed on the Schedule of Algonquin Ancestors and have been identified as Algonquin 
and/or Nipissing on baptismal records. 

 
13 ALG-05569 
14 ALG-01939 

15 ALG-40012 
16 ALG-90109 

17 ALG-50018 
18 ALG-00539 
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From 1819 to 1839, François Kawitadijik is consistently noted as being Odawa in baptismal 
and marriage records generated at Oka, the mission to which he was said to belong.  
On the 1847 marriage record of François and Mary Ann’s minor daughter Therese, 
François, Mary Ann and Therese are all listed as Algonquin. 
François was named as a head of family on the census for the Lac des Deux Montagnes 
(Oka) Mission in 1842, living with other Algonquin families. In 1850, he was enumerated as 
the head of a household on the Return of the Algonquin Tribe of the Lake of the two 
Mountains (Oka). 
From 1818 to 1857 prominent Algonquins (e.g. Francois Odjick, Ignace Kwatcenj dit Inini, 
François Wabikekek dit Kaioko, Amable Defond, Amable Wiskin, François Miskwabininte, 
Pierre Mikkima, Pierre Minens, Joseph Lamure) witness family events such as baptisms and 
marriages at the missions at Oka and Pembroke. 
François was listed as a signatory to the 1863 petition from the “Indians of the village of 
Two Mountains hunting on the head waters of the Madawaska and other rivers of central 
Canada”. The petition was written seeking land on the upper Madawaska for “the whole 
Algonquin tribe” 
François and Mary Anne’s descendants married into other Algonquin families.  
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