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Algonquins of Ontario. Who Are We?

There are approximately 10,000 people of Algonquin Nipissing descent with about
7,000 living in the Algonquin Traditional Territory. Many Algonquins live in Ontario
outside the Territory, as well as in other provinces and countries.
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Algonquins lived in present day Ontario
before the Europeans arrived

The Algonquins were on the Kitchisibi (now known as the Ottawa River) and its
tributary valleys when the French moved into the area. Samuel de Champlain
made contact with the Algonquins in 1603 shortly after he established the first
permanent French settlement on the St. Lawrence at Tadoussac.

In 1610, Algonquin guides
accompanied Etienne
Brdlé on his voyages to
the interior of Canada.
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History of the Algonguin Peoples
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History of the Algonguin Peoples

A Algonquins lived in the Kitichibisi (Ottawa) Watershed for many centuries before
Europeans came to present day Canada

A samuel de Champlain made first contact with the Algonquins in 1603 after
establishing the first permanent French settlement at Tadoussac

A Algonquins were the key French ally in the Upper Canada fur trade during 17t
and 18" centuries

A Indian wars (1755-63) established British dominance (1760 Articles of Capitulation
and 1763 Treaty of Paris gave British control over Upper and Lower Canada)

A Many British loyalists flee U.S. and settle in Algonquin territory after war of
Independence ends in 1783

A 1783 and 1822 British purportto purchase Algonquin lands from Mississauga
iIn now discredited transactions

The Algonquins have never signed a treaty or taken
treaty benefits for their territory.
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The Algonquin land claim is unfinished business for the
governments of Canada and Ontario

Robert J. Potts, Principal Negotiator and Senior Legal Counsel/
Algonquin (Treaty) Negotiating Team

The Algonquin land claim has its earliest foundation from the

proclamation made by George lll in 1763 requiring British officials

in the Canadian colonies to respect ownership of Aboriginal
hunting grounds, including those occupied by the Algonquins.

In 2005, an independent election process elected 16 Algonquin community leaders
to conduct negotiations with governments.

A There are nine Algonquin Negotiating Representatives (or ANRS)
chosen by Algonquin electors in nine communities throughout the
Traditional Territory

A The Chief of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan and six democratically
elected councillors participate as ANRs on the negotiating team

A Further elections were held in 2008 and 2011 in keeping with the
democratic spirit of the Algonquins
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Algonquins of Ontario
Cultural Awakening
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ﬁlgonquin Watv of Life Cultural Cenlre

Our Mission: to revitalize,
reintegrate, enhance and protect
the cultural traditions, customs,
practices, heritage, language and

arts of the Algonquin Nation

http://www.thealgonquinway.ca
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Algonquins of Ontario
Cultural Awakening

Philosophy & History:

Seven Fires Prophecy & the Kitchisibi (Ottawa)
Watershed Anishnabe

Tanakiwin




